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THE MOTIIEIUN-LAW. 

A STORY OF THE ISLAND ESTATE 


XVII—CONTIMII 
Presently she inquired, with 
the subject, an:l suggesting 
train of thought— 

“ Do you love Louis, Louise 7 ” 

“ Certainly I do,” replied Louise, wiping her 


w of changing 
are agreeable 


was perfetly sincere in her intention to persevere 
in gently repulsing the General’s advances ; yet 
the most skillful ooquetry could not have devised 
a better plan for bringing matters to a crisis. 

The end of this day’s journey brought the trav¬ 
ellers to Baltimore. Here they designed remain¬ 
ing one day, for the purpose of seeing something 
of the city, and of making a few more purchases. 
They spent the day in walking or riding through 
the" city, and returned to their hotel at night so 
fatigued, that the ladies retired to their apart¬ 
ment very early in the evening. 

On reaching their room, Brighty observed on 
the toilet-table a small packet, addressed to her¬ 
self, having the card of General Stuart-Gordon 
attached to it. She opened the paoket, and found 
a casket; she raised the M.^id a beautiful set of 
jewels flashed into her ejigB- First exclama¬ 
tion of admiration and der^lit escap<#Lor lips, as 
she held them nearer the light, to examine their 
brilliancy; but in the next mstant she fell into 
gravity—raised the card and (poked at it—then 
glanced at Louise, who was undressing in a dis- 
' part of the room, and quite unconscious of 
treasures on the dressing-table—then she 
looked again in admiration on the jewels. They 
consisted of ear-rings, breastpin, necklace, and 
bracelet, of fine topazes. Lastly, she closed the 
casket, wrapped it vv’qptied it 

Apiffrwlfijg char- 




1 1 do not believe it, you little child; you say 
it so composedly. Young ladies ought to blush 
when such a question is aBked them.” 

“ For what ? ” 

“I don’t know, but I know that you committed 
a breaoh of etiquette when you omitted to be cov¬ 
ered with confusion at my abrupt question. 
Therefore, I do not believe you love Louis ac¬ 
cording to established rules. Say—which do you 
love most—me or Louis 7 ” 

“ Louis—but I love you, too,” hastily added the 
gentle girl, taking the hand of her governess. 

“ Louis—or your mother l ” 

“ Oh, my mother.” 

“ I thought so 1 Unlucky Louise,” slid Brighty 
to herself. “ The only reason, then, why you are 
miserable with your mother, and happy with 
Louis, is beoause the former is selfish, proud, 
jealous, and exaoting in her affection, and the lat¬ 
ter is noble and disinterested. Beoause MrB- 
Armstrong constantly suppresses the manifesta¬ 
tion of her maternal love, while Louis freely ex¬ 
presses his generous affection.” 

“ But, Brighty, what do you know about love 7 ” 
timidly inquired Miss Armstrong. 

“ Nothing, experimentally, Louise I Nothing, 
at least, of such love as exists, or is presumed to 
exist, between a betrothed couple. I have a sort 
of protecting affection for you, and a sisterly re¬ 
gard for Susan Somerville and Zoe Dove. That 
is the growth of time, association, and esteem; but 
for any other love—for the love that, poets rave 
about—I know nothing of it, and 1 aft twenty- 
three years old. I never wish to marry, except 
to attain my proper elevation in society, and to 
esoape the unjust reproaches vented upon old 
maids.” 

“You would make a good nun, Brighty.” 

“Certainly! that would be a way of solving 
the problem. I might thereby attain a handsome 
establishment, and esoape the odium of old maid¬ 
enhood-winning the glory of self-saorifioe, in¬ 
stead. Yea, Louise, I think I might be persuaded 
to take the veil; 1 should make a very good nun, 
provided they would elect me Abbess, and set me 
at the head of a magnifioent Abbey—always pro- 
viding that the Abbey should he magnifioent—the 
dress of the Abbey dignified and becoming, and 
the ritual of the sisterhood sublime. I will think 
of it, Louise.” 

Thus Britannia rattled on, to restore the 
'cheerfulness of her pupil. Louise went to draw 
the window curtains, to shut out the full moon¬ 
beams that were flooding the chamber with silver 
light. 

;t Does the moonlight disturb your sleep, Lou¬ 


ie!” 


“ Oh, no—never.” 

“ Then do not shut it out, love; it is churlish 
to shut it out. I like, when lying awake, to gaze 
through the window at that glorious world float¬ 
ing free in space. And sometimes it seems to me 
a bright spirit, smiling a blessing in upon me.” 
Louise left the blinds open and the curtains up, 
and the two girls retired to bed. They occupied 
the same couch. Neither fell asleep. Britannia’s 
thoughts had reverted to the “ to be, or not to be,” 
of her own possibly brilliant destiny, and Louise 
waB thinking of her mother. At last, at the end 
of half an hour, she said— 

“ Brighty, are you awake ? ” 

“ Yes, my child.” 

“ Brighty, I am troubled about my dearest 
mother. How do you know that she is gloomy 
about my marriage 7 ” 

“ Louise, I was wrong to say anything to you 
upon the subject. My besetting sin is conversa¬ 
tion ; if I could not converse, I should have to 
scribble, and that would ink my fingers—think 
of something else, my dear.” 

“But, Brighty, you who are so young, and 
who have been without family ties of any sort, 
from your earliest infancy up, how is it that you 
can enter so deeply into the emotions of a mother 
parting with her daughter, a daughter leaving 
her mother; the relative and comparative na¬ 
ture of parents’ love for their sons and their 
daughters—you, who were never a mother, and, I 
was going to say, never a daughter ? ” 

“ You might have said it. I do not remember 
my parents.” 

“ But how do you know a parent’s heart, 

“In a Bmall way, as Shakspearc knew a mon¬ 
arch’s heart, a villain’s heart, a woman’s heart— 
he, who was neither a king, rascal, nor woman— 
by intuition. You do not know what the idea is 
that that very common word pretends to present. 
The Lexicons define it by synonyms, without ex¬ 
plaining it. Instinctive knowledge— inspired knowl¬ 
edge—what is it! whence comes it, then, Lou¬ 
ise ? It may be the answer, the Bum total, of 
past experiences—the experiences without the 
memory of a preexistence. Inspiration, Genius— 
what are they, Louise 7 They may be oondensed ; 
the precipitated wisdom of a long chain of many 
links of past lives. We sink into a reverie, we 
catch the gleam of a now ray of light, or the tone 
of a new prophetic voice; we seek it, pursue it 
eagerly, to lose sight and sound of it away down 
in the caves of our inner life, whither it has 
withdrawn. We watch, and wait, and listen, for 
the voice within to speak—for the light within 
to shine—in vain ! It has died away in silence— 
died away in darkness—until some unexpected 
sight or sound, some merest trifle—the shadow 
of a cloud upon the hills, a cadence in the laugh¬ 
ter of a child—brings back the ray in a flood of 
glorious light—brings back the voice in a diapa¬ 
son of sublime harmony. We oall it inspiration— 
genius! May it not be poetical memory, rather— 
the recovery of lost knowledge and wisdom, with¬ 
out the recollection of its acquirement ?” murmur¬ 
ed Brighty, half awake, half aBleep, sinking 
dreamily into unconsciousness. 

“It is the moon; yes, of course, it is the full 
moon, falling on Brighty’s head, that keeps her 
awake and makes her fanciful,” said Louise, step¬ 
ping out of bed and closing the blinds. Then 
returning to her couch, she changed her pillow 
and fell asleep. 

The stage left the next morning, after an early 
breakfast. Brighty, on reentering the coach With 
Louise and General Stuart-Gordon, began to'put 
in praotioe her resolution of distant reserve. 


acteristie i 


i thereto* 


“ Britannia O’Riley offers her earnest and most 
respectful esteem to General Stuart-Gordon, and 
solicits his permission to return the accompanying 
casket, with deep gratitude, and with this expla¬ 
nation : 

“ Britannia O’Riley’s circumstances, by denying 
her the privilege of making costly presents, deprive 
her of the pleasure of receiving them.” 

When she had folded, sealed, and directed this 
>te, she attached it to the top of the paoket by 
slipping it in between the oords and the envelope, 
and rang the bell. A chamber-maid answered it. 

“ Do you know the number of the room occupied 
by the gentleman who accompanied us hither?” 
"Yes, Miss; it is number twenty-six—the next 




Has he retired yet ? ” 

No, Miss; I have just seen him enter the 
reading-room.” 

“ Then, if his door is open, take this packet and 
leave it on his dressing-table, and return and let 
me know when you have done so,” said Britannia, 
handing the casket. 

The girl took it and went, and in two minutes 
returned to report her errand accomplished. 

“ What was that, Brighty ? ” inquired Louise, as 
the girl left the room. 

“ Oh, only a purchase of the General’s, left upon 
>ur toilet-table.” And the girls retired to rest. 

Early the next morning, and as soon as he had 
ascertained that the young ladies had arisen and 
dressed, General Stuart-Gordon rapped at their 
door, and, upon its being opened, offered his arms 
to the girls with an air of sad ceremony, to conduct 
them down to breakfast. 

The passage of breakfast was rather amusing, 
could the spectator have been in the secret. The 
General was very grave, ate but little, and heaved 
great sighs, as he buttered his bread. At the end 
of breakfast, both the young ladies arose to return 
to their room, and get ready to resume their jour¬ 
ney. But General Stuart-Gordon stepped after 
them and arrested their further progress by takiDg 
the kand of Britannia, and inquiring in a low but 
assured tone if Miss O’Riley would grant him the 
favor of an interview. Britannia bowed her head 
in assent., and suffered herself to be conducted to 
the ladies’ parlor, then vacant, and led with great 
deference to a seat. 

General Stuart-Gordon, standing respectfully 
before her, said— 

“ Miss O’Riley, you have humbled me.” 

“ I am- very unhappy in having undesignedly 
offended you, sir,” said Brighty. 

“ I said that you had humbled me, Miss O’Ri¬ 
ley.” 

“ The term is inadmissible, applied to General 
Stuart-Gordon. I would not hear my best friend 

it in connection with your honored name.” 

Miss O’Riley, I am humbled; you will restore 
my self-respect by the-aoceptanee of the small of¬ 
fering laid Upon your shrine.” 

“ General Stuart-Gordon, you will pardon me, 
and permit me to adhere to a rule that circum¬ 
stances make it necessary for my self-respect that 
I should observe.” 

Then this seems to be a question of pride be- 

“ Of propriety .” 

“ Miss O’Riley, you are proud.” 

“ 1 acknowledge the fact.” 

“You are haughty.” 

“ Perhaps so, sometimes, and with some people.” 

“ Arrogant.” 

“ Disprove the charge, then, by receiving from 

friend a bauble, that- any other young lady, un¬ 
der the same circumstances, would accept without 
hesitation.” 

“But I am not ‘any other young lady,”’ replied 
Britannia, rising, and drawing up her slight, elas- 

“ I said that you were arrogant, and so you are.” 

“You misapprehend me, sir. I humbly thank 
you for all and Bnndry your benevolent wishes and 
intentions towards me,” said Brighty. 

“ MiBS O’Riley,” questioned General Stuart- 
Gordon, after a pause, “what disposition shall I 
make of this casket?” 

“ Your own discretion will direct, you aright, 
General Stuart-Gordon. It would be great pre¬ 
sumption in me to suggest, their proper destina- 


“ The boudoir of the future -Mrs. Stuart-Gor- 


Would be a very fitting disposal of them.” 

I perfectly agree with you. And I lay them 
at the feet of the future Mrs. Stuart-Gordon, if 
Miss O’Riley will honor the ancient name by ac¬ 
cepting it, with the devotion of its oldest repre¬ 
sentative,” exclaimed the General, suiting the ac¬ 
tion to the word, by gallantly dropping upon one 
knee, and depositing the casket at the feet of 
Britannia. 

(Don’t laugh, or rather do if you like ; hut this 
mas something like the style of wooing in our 
grandmother’s days—the days of hoops and high- 
heeled shoes—of damaBk and brocades—of high 
head-dresses—stately, minuet walks— elaborate 
double curtesies, first to the right and then to 
the left—of gallant toasts, and of set speeches— 
when Lord Chesterfield’s letters, Sir Charles 
Grandison, &c., formed the’light literature of the 
day. Yes ! this was the style of courtship in favor 
with gentlemen of the old school, especially where 
the gentlemen were old themselves, and somewhat 
stiff and proud. Many a rsqjorted courtship of. 
the olden time have I heard from the lips of my 
grandmother and grand-aunts. It may he that 
these stately airs were assumed only by the de¬ 
scendants of the cavalier settlers, the citizens of 
aristocratic Maryland and Virginia. It may be 
that the republican children of the Puritans never 
affected such.) 

But while I have been talking with you, Brit¬ 
annia has been standing there with her eyes 
oast upon the ground, with her band clasped in 
that of General Stuart-Gordon, receiving his dec¬ 
laration. 

At its close, she gravely withdrew her hand, 
and, saying calmly, “ General Stuart-Gordon 
amuses himself at my expense,” curtesied, and 
was passing from the room, when he stepped 
quickly after her, and, taking her hand, said— 

“ Miss O'Riley, I admire you ! I would say, 
Britannia, 1 love thee, but that your lip might 
curl to'hear such a declaration from a man of my 
years. But, Britannia, I do very earnestly re¬ 
spect you, very highly esteem you—my happiness 
is dependent upon your society. I wish to make 
you my wife, the mistress of my house, the com¬ 
panion of my domestic life, the partner of my so¬ 
cial and solitary hours. Britannia, do you think 
that a woman could be happy as the wife of a mar 
many years her senior ?” 

There was a deep-toned sadness in his voice a 
he asked this question, that appealed to Brighty’ 
sympathies. She answered him, gently— 

“ Oh ! yes ! 1 think so—when all other circum¬ 
stances are in harmony ”- 

“ Could you be happy thus situated, Brit¬ 
annia ?” 

t could.” 

Then I am to understand that you entertain 
my suit, Brighty ?” 

Again Britannia gravely withdrew her hand, 
and replied, earnestly— 

“ General Stuart-Gordon, I feel very highly 
honored and very deeply grateful for your pref¬ 
erence. But permit me to hope for your happi¬ 
ness in a union with some other lady more worthy 
the distinction of your high alliance.” 

‘“Some other lady!’ Alas! Britannia, thirty 
years ago snoh a transfer might have been possi¬ 
ble—such a transfer mas possible—was made! 
But when men of my age form an attachment, it 
is their last, their last. There is no more hope in 
life! It is the very latest autumn flowering of I 


the heart. There ii 


e blooming in the 


“ Permit me to retire, General,” said Britan¬ 
nia, respectfully. 

“ Go, Britannia,” said he, sadly. And she 
tesied and left the parlor. “ Go, Brighty,” s 
mured the sexagenarian lover, more maudlin, 
timental, desolate, heart-broken, than a boy of 
eighteen in his first love troubles. “Go, 
Brighty ”— 

“ Go, thou vision! brightly gleaming, 

Softly on roy soul that fell- 


id beaut: 


' longer b 


As his biographer, I am ashamed of General 
Henry Cartwright Stuart-Gordon, U. S. A., just 
at this crisis ! I am mortified that he should thus 
abandon his dignity, even when solitary in the 

parlor of the - Hotel. And I think it was 

well that, before he grew any worse or got any 
farther, the shrill blast of the matter-of-fact and 
peremptory stage-horn broke in upon his music 
and his poetry, his passion and his foolery, and 
called him from his ramble in the meandering 
paths of fancy, to the rough turnpike journey of 
real life. 

In half an hour, the travellers were once more 
in the road, and in three mope days they had 
■end • d Mont Crystal in safety. 

Jto be continued ] 


SPEECH OF MR. CLAY IN THE SENATE. 


Tuesday, February 4, 1850. 

The first resolution, Mr. President, os you are 
aware, relates to California, and it declares that 
California, with suitable limits, ought to be ad-* 
mitted as a member of this Union, without the 
imposition of any restriction either to interdict 
or to introduce slavery within her limits. Well, 
now, is there any ooneession in this resolution by 
either party to the other? I know that gentle¬ 
men who come from slavebolding States say the 
North gets all that it desires; but by whom does 
it get it? Does it get it by any action of Con¬ 
gress? If slavery be interdicted within the lim- 


of California, has it tjeen done by Congress— 
by this Government? No, sir. That interdic¬ 
tion is imposed by California herself. And has 
it not been the doctrine of all parties, that when 
a State is about to be admitted into the Union, 
the State has a right toidecide for itself whether 
it will or will not have slavery within its limits? 

The great principle, sir, which was in oontest 
upon the memorable occasion of the introduction 
of Missouri into the Union was, whether it was 
competent or not competent for Congress to im¬ 
pose any restriction which should exist after she 
became a member of the Union ? We who were 
favor of the admission of Missouri contended 
._at no such restriction should be imposed. We 
contended that, whenever she was once admitted 
into the Union, she had all the rights and privi¬ 
leges of any preexisting State in the Union; 
and that among these rights and privileges one 
ts to decide for herself whether slavery should 
. should not exist within her limits; that she 
had as much a right to decide upon the introduc¬ 
tion of slavery or its abolition, as New York bad 
a right to decide bn the introduction or abolition 
of slavery ; and that, although subsequently ad¬ 
mitted, she stood amongst her peers equally in¬ 
vested with all the privileges that any one of the 
original thirteen States had a right to enjoy. 
And so, sir, 1 think that those who have been 
contending with so much earnestness and perse¬ 
verance for the Wilmot Proviso, ought to reflect 
that, even if they could carry their object, and adopt 
the Proviso, it ceases the moment jny State or 
Territory to which it was applicable came to be 
admitted as a member of the Union. Why. sir, 
no one contends now, no one believes that with 
regard to those Northwestern States to which the 
Ordinance of 1787 applied—Ohio, Indiana, Illi¬ 
nois, and Michigan—no one can now believe but 
that any one of those States, if they thought 
proper to do it, have just as much rivht to intro¬ 
duce slavery within their borders as Virginia has 
to maintain the existence of slavery within hers. 
Then, sir, if in the struggle for power and em¬ 
pire between-the two classes of States a decision 


California has taken place adverse to the wishes 
of the Southern States, it is a decision not made 
by the General Government. 

Mr. President, the next resolution in the series 
which 1 have offered I beg gentlemen candidly 
now to look at. I was aware, perfectly aware, of 
the perseverance with which the Wilmot Proviso 
was insisted upon. 1 know that every one of the 
free States in this Union, without exception, had 
by its legislative body passed resolutions instruot- 
fcg their Senators and requesting their Repre¬ 
sentatives to get that restriction incorporated in 
any Territorial Government which might be es¬ 
tablished under the auspices of Congress. I knew 
how much, and I regretted how much, the free 
States had put their hearts upon the adoption of 
this measure. In the second resolution I call 
upon them {o waive persisting in it. I ask them, 
for the sake of peace and in the spirit of mutual 
forbearance to other members of the Union, to 
give it up—to no longer insist upon it—to see, as 
they must see, if their eyes are open, the dangers 
which lie ahead, if they persevere in insisting 
upon it. When 1 called upon them in this reso¬ 
lution to do this, was I not bound to offer, for a 
surrender of that favorite principle or measure 
of theirs, some compensation, not as an equivalent 
by any means, but some compensation in the spirit 
of mutual forbearance, which, animating one side, 
ought at the same time to actuate the other side ? 
Well, sir, what is it that is offered them? It is 
a declaration of what I characterized, and must 
still characterize, with great deference to all 
those who entertain opposite opinions, as two 
truths, I will not say incontestable, but to me 
clear, and I think they ought to be regarded as 
indisputable truths. What are they 7 The first 
is, that by law slavery no longer exists in any 
part of the acquisitions made by us from the Re¬ 
public of Mexico; and the other is, that in our 
opinion, according to the probabilities of the case, 
slavery never will be introduced into any portion 
of the Territories so acquired from Mexioo. Now, 

I have heard it said that this declaration of what 
I call these two truths, is equivalent to the enact¬ 
ment of the Wilmot Proviso. 1 have heard this 
asserted ; but is that the case 7 If the Wilmot 
Proviso be adopted in Territorial Governments 
established over these countries acquired from 
Mexico, it would be a positive enactment, a pro¬ 
hibition, an interdiction as to the introduction of 
slavery within them; but, with regard to these 
opinions, I had hoped, and I shall still indulge 
the hope, that thosewho represent the free States 
will be inclined not to insist—indeed it would be 
extremely difficult to give to these declarations 
the form of positive enactment. I had hoped that 
they would be satisfied with the simple expres¬ 
sion of the opinion of Congress, leaving it upon 
the basis of that opinion, without asking for what 
seems to me almost impracticable, if not impossi¬ 
ble—for any subsequent enactment to be intro¬ 
duced into the J>ill by which Territorial Govern¬ 
ments should be established. And I can only 
say that the second resolution, even wdthout the. 
declaration of these two truths expressed, would 
be much more acceptable to me than with them; 
but I could not forget that I was proposing a 
scheme of arrangement and compromise, and I 
oould not, therefore, depart from the duty which 
the preparation of such a scheme seems to me 
to impose, of offering, whilst we ask the sur¬ 
render on one Bide of a favorite measure, of offer¬ 
ing to the other side some compensation for that 
surrender or sacrifice. What are the truths, Mr. 
President? The first is, that by law slavery does 
not exist within the Territories ceded to us by 
the Republic of Mexioo. It is a misfortune, sir, 
in the various weighty and important topics which 
are connected with the subject that I am now ad¬ 
dressing you upon, that any one of the fivi 
furnishes a theme for a lengthened speech, and I 
am therefore reduced to the necessity, I think, at 
least in this stage of the discussion, of limiting 
myself rather to the expression of opinions than 


going at any great length into the discussion of 
all these various topics. 

Now, with respect to the opinion here express¬ 
ed, that slavery does not exist in the Territories 
ceded to the United States by Mexico, I can only 
refer to the fact of the passage of the law by the 
Supreme Government of Mexioo abolishing it, I 
think in 1824, and to the subsequent passage of 
a law by the legislative body of Mexioo, I forget 
in what year, by which they proposed—what it 
is true they never carried into fall effect—Com¬ 
pensation to the owners of slaves for the property 
of which , they were stripped by the act of aboli¬ 
tion! I can only refer to the acquiescence of 
Mexioo in the abolition of slavery, from the time 
of its extinction down to the time of the treaty 
by which we acquired these countries. But all 
Mexioo, so far as I know, acquiesced in the non- 
existenoe of slavery. Gentlemen, I know, talk 
about the irregularity of the law by whieh that 
act was accomplished; but does it become us, a 
foreign Power, to’look into the mode by which an 
object has been accomplished by another foreign 
Power, when she herself is satisfied with what 


she has done, and when, tor ■;Jfe is the exclusive 
judge whether an object whV^is local and muni¬ 
cipal to herself has been or .1? i not been accom¬ 
plished in conformity with her fundamental laws? 
Why, Mexioo upon this subject showed to the 
last moment her anxiety, in the documents which 
were laid before the country upon the subject of 
the negotiation of this tr. aty by Mr. Trist. 
Amongst them yon will find /jis passage in one of 


his despatches. 

“ Among the points whiol^-oame under discus¬ 
sion was the exclusion of slave y from all territory 
which should pass from Mexj -o. In the course of 
their remarks on the subject, i was told that if it 
were proposed to the people of the United States 
to part with a portion of their territory, in order 
that the inquisition should hf therein established, 
the proposal oould not excite stronger feelings of 
abhorrence than those awakened in Mexico by 
the prospect of the introduction of slavery in any 
territory parted wilt by her. Our conversation 
on this topic was perfectly fifank, and no less 
friendly ; and the more effective upon their minds, 
inasmuch as I was enabled » say, with perfect 
security, that although their it rpressions respect¬ 
ing the practical fact of slaver,,, as it existed in the 
United States, were, I had no fbubt, entirely erro¬ 
neous, yet there was proh: no difference be- 

tween ray imlivid:i>'I ■ • 

slavery, considered in itself, and those which they 
entertained. I concluded by assuring them that 
the bare mention of the subject in any treaty to 
which the United States were a party, was an 
absolute impossibilty; that no President of the 
■United States would dare to present any such 
treaty to the Senate; and that if it were in their 
power to offer me the whole territory described in 
our project, increased ten-fold in value, and, in 
addition to that, covered a foot thiek all over 
with pure gold, upon the single condition that sla¬ 
very should be excluded therefrom, I could not 
entertain the offer for a moment, nor think even 
of communicating it to Washington. The matter 
ended in their being fully satisfied that this topic 
was one not to be touched, and it was dropped, 
wittfgood feeling on both sides.” 

Tlus you find, sir, that in the very act, in the 
very negotiation by which the treaty was conclu¬ 
ded, ceding to us the countries in question, the 
diplomatic representatives of the Mexican repub¬ 
lic urged the abhorrence with which Mexioo 
would view the introduction of slavery into any 
portion of the Territory which she was about to 
cede to the United States. The clause of prohibi¬ 
tion was not inserted in consequence of the firm 
ground taken by Mj. Trist, and his declaration 
that it was an utter impossibility to mention the 
subjeot. 

I take it, then, sir—and availing myself of the 
benefit of the discussions which took place on a 
former occasion on this question, and which I 
think have left the whole country under the im¬ 
pression of the non-existence of slavery within 
the whole of the territory in the ceded Territo¬ 
ries—I take it for granted that what I have said, 
aided by the reflection of gentlemen, will satisfy 
them of that firBt truth, thatslavery does not exist 
there by law, unless slavery was carried there the 
moment the treaty was ratified by the two parties, 
and under the operation of the Constitution of the 
United States. Now, really, I must say, that 
upon the idea that eo instanti upon the consumma¬ 
tion of the treaty the Constitution of the United 
States spread itself over the acquired territory, 
and carried along with it the institution of slavery, 
the proposiU-n is so irreoonoileable with any com¬ 
prehension or reason that I possess, that I hardly 
know how to meet it. 

Why, these United States consist of thirty 
States. In fifteen of them there was slavery, in 
fifteen of them slavery did not exist. Well, how 
can it be argued that the fifteen slave States, by 
the operation of the Constitution of the United 
States, carried into the ceded Territory their in¬ 
stitution of slavery, any more than it can be ar¬ 
gued on the other side that., by the operation of 
the same Constitution, the fifteen free States car¬ 
ried into the ceded Territory the principle of 
freedom which they .from policy have chosen to 
adopt within their limits? Why, sir, let mo sup¬ 
pose a case. Let me imagine that Mexico had 
never abolished slavery there at all—let me sup¬ 
pose that it was existing in point of fact and in 
virtue of law, from the shores of the Pacific to 
those of the Gulf of Mexioo, at the moment of 
the cession of these countries to us by the treaty 
in question. With what patience would gentle¬ 
men coming from slaveholding States listen to any 
argument which should be urged by the free 
States, that, notwithstanding the existence of sla¬ 
very within those territories, the Constitution of 
the United States abolished it the moment it ope¬ 
rated upon and took effect in the ceded Territory ? 
Well, is there not just as much ground to contend 
that where a moiety of the States is free and the 
other moiety is slaveholding, the principle of free¬ 
dom which prevails in the one class shall operate 
as much as the principle of slavery which prevails 
in the other? Can you come, amidst this conflict 
of interests, principles, and legislation, which pre¬ 
vails in the two parts of the Union, to any other 
conclusion than that which I understand to be the 
conclusion of the public law of the world, of 
reason, and justice : that the status of law, as it 
existed at the moment of the conquest or the acqui¬ 
sition, remains until it is altered by the'sove- 
reign authority of the conquering or acquiring 
power 7 That is the great principle which you 
can scarcely turn over a-page ofjmblic law of the 
world without finding recognisftSfand everywhere 
established. The laws of Mexico, as they exist¬ 
ed at the moment of the cession of the ceded 
Territories to this country, remained the laws un¬ 
til, and unless, they were altered by that new 
sovereign power which this peopleandthese Terri¬ 
tories come under in consequence of the treaty of 
cession to the United States. 

I think then, Mr. President, that, without tres¬ 
passing further, or exhausting the little stock of 
strength which I have, and for whieh I shall have 
abundant use in the progress of the argument, 1 
may leave that part of the subject with two o 
three observations only upon the general power 
which I think appertains to this Government 
the subjeot of slavery. 

Sir, before I approach that subject, allow mt 
say that, in my humble judgment, the institution 
of slavery presents two questions totally distinct, 
and resting on entirely different grounds—slavery 
within the States, and slavery without the States. 
Congress, the General Government., has no pow¬ 
er, under the Constitution of the United States, 
to touch slavery within the States, except in the 
three specified partioulars in that instrument: to 
adjust the subject of representation; to impose 
taxes when a system of direct taxation is made: 
and to perform the duty of surrendering, or caus¬ 
ing to be delivered up, fugitive slaves that may 
esoape from service which they owe in slave States, 
and take refuge in free States. And, sir, I am 
ready to say, that if Congress were to attack, 
within the States, the institution of slavery, for 
the purpose of the overthrow or extinction of 
slavery, that then, Mr. President, my voice would 
be for war; then would be made a case whieh 
would justify, in the sight of God and in the pres¬ 
ence of the nations of the earth, resistance, on 
the part of the slave States, to such an unconstitu¬ 
tional and usurped attempt as would be made 
the supposition which I have stated. Then 
should be acting in defence of our rights, c 
domicils, our property, our safety, our lives; a 
then, I think, would be furnished a case in which 
the slaveholding States would be justified, by all 
considerations which pertain to the happiness and 
security of man, to employ every instrument 
which God or nature had placed in their hands to 
resist snoh an attempt on the part of the free 
States. And then, if unfortunately civil 
should break out, and we should present to 
nations of the earth the spectacle of one portion 
of this Union endeavoring to subvert an institu¬ 
tion in violation of the Constitution and the most 
sacred obligations which Can bind men, we should 
present the spectacle in which we should have the 
sympathies, the good wishes, and the desire for 
our success by all men who love justice and truth. 
Far different, I fear, would be our case—if un¬ 
happily we should be plunged into civil war—if 
the two parts of this country should be placed in 
a position hostile towards eaoh other, in order to 
carry slavery into the new Territories acquired 
from Mexico. 

Mr. President, we have heard, all of us have 
read of the efforts of France to propagate—what, 
on the continent of Europe? Not slavery, sir; 
not slavery, but the rights of man; and we know 
the fate of her efforts in a work of that kind. 


would be against us, and in which our own history 
itself would be against us; for, from the com¬ 
mencement of the Revolution down to the present 
time, we have constantly reproached onr British 
ancestors for the introduction of slavery into this 
country; and allow me to say that., in my opinion, 
it is one of the best defences which can be made 
to preserve the institution in this counry, that it 
was forced upon us against the wishes of our an¬ 
cestors, our own colonial anoestors, and by the 
cupidity of our British commercial anoestors. 

The power, then, Mr. President, in my opin¬ 
ion—and I will extend it to the introduction as 
well as the prohibition of slavery in the new Ter¬ 
ritories—I think the power does exist, in Con¬ 
gress, and I think there is that important distinc¬ 
tion between slavery outside of the Slates, and 
slavery inside of the States, that all outside is de- 
bateable, all inside of the States is undebateable. 
The Government has no right to touch the insti¬ 
tution within the States; but whether she has, 
and to what extent, she has the right or not to 
touch it outside of the States, is a question which 
is debateable, and upon which men may fairly and 
honestly differ, but which, deoided however it 
may be decided, furnishes, in my judgment, no 
just occasion for breaking up this happy and glo¬ 


rious Union of ours. 

I think there are two sources of power, either 
of whieh is, in my judgment , sufficient to warrant 
the exercise of the power, if it was deemed prop¬ 
er to exercise it, either to introduce or to keep 
out slavery, outside the States, within the Terri- 


Mr. President, I shall not take up time, of 
which already so much has been consumed, to 
show that, according to my sense of the Constitu¬ 
tion of the United States, or rather according to 
the sense in which the clause has been interpreted 
for the last fifty years, the clause which confers 

Congress the power to regulate the Territo- 

8 and other property of the United States con¬ 
veys the authority. 

Mr. President, with my worthy friend from 
Michigan—and I use the term in the best and 
most emphatic sense, for I believe be and I have 
known each other longer than he or I have 
known any other Senator in this hall—I cannot 
concur, although I entertain the most profound 
respect for the opinions he has advanced upon 
the subject adverse to my own ; but I must say, 
when a point is settled by all the elementary wri¬ 
ters of our country, by all the departments of onr 
Government, legislative, executive, and judicial— 
when it has been so settled for a period of fifty 
years, and never was seriously disturbed till re¬ 
cently, that I think, if we are to regard anything 
as fixed and settled under the administration of 
this Constitution of ours, it, is a question which 
has thus been invariably and uniformly settled in 
a particular way. Or are we to come to this con¬ 
clusion, that nothing, nothing on earth, is settled 
under this Constitution, but that everything is 
unsettled ? 

Mr. President, we have to recollect it is very 
possible — sir, it is quite likely—that when 
that Constitution was framed, the application 
of it to such Territories as Louisiana, Flori¬ 
da, California, and New Mexioo, was never with¬ 
in the contemplation of its framers. It will be 
recollected that when that Constitution was fra¬ 
med, the whole country northwest of the Ohio 
river was unpeopled; and it will be recollected, 
also, that the exercise'and the assertion of the 
power to make Governments for Territories in 
their infant state, are, in thenatupe of the power, 
temporary, and to terminate wheneverthey have 
acquired a population competent for self-govern¬ 
ment. Sixty thousand is the number fixed by 
the Ordinance of 1787. Now, sir, recollect that 
when this Constitution was adopted, and that ter¬ 
ritory was unpeopled, is it possible that Congress, 
to whom it had been ceded by the States, for the 
common benefit of the ceding State and all other 
members of the Union—is it possible that Con¬ 
gress has no right, whatever, to declare what de¬ 
scription of settlers should occupy the public 
lands 7 Suppose they took up the opinion that 
the introduction of slavery would enhance the 
value of the land, and enable them to command 
for the public treasury a greater amount from 
that source of revenue, than by the exclusion of 
slaves, would they not have had the right to say, 
in fixing the rules, regulations, or whatever you 
choose to oall them, for the government of that 
Territory, that any one that chooses to bring 
slaves may bring them, if it will enhance the val¬ 
ue of the property, in the clearing and cultiva¬ 
tion of the soil, and add to the importance of the 
country? Or take the reverse: suppose Con¬ 
gress might think that a greater amount of reve¬ 
nue would be derived from the waste lands be¬ 
yond the Ohio river by the interdiction of sla¬ 
very, would they not have a right to interdict it ? 
Why, sir, remember how these settlements were 
made, and what was their progress. They began 
with a few. I believe that about Marietta the 
first settlement was made. It wasa settlement of 
some two or three hundred persons from New 
England. Cincinnati, I believe, was the next 
point where a settlement was made. It was set¬ 
tled, perhaps, by a few persons from New Jersey, 
or some other State. Did those few settlers, the 
moment they arrived there, acquire sovereign 
rights ? Had those few persons power to dispose 
of these Territories 7 Had they even power to 
govern themselves—a handful of men who estab¬ 
lished themselves at Marietta or Cincinnati ? 
No, sir ; the contemplation of the Constitution 
no doubt was, that inasmuch as this power 
temporary, as it is applicable to unpeopled tt _ 
tory, and as that territory will become peopled 
gradually, insensibly, until it reaches a popula¬ 
tion which may entitle -it to the benefit of self- 
government, in the mean time it is right and prop¬ 
er that Congress, who owns the soil, should regu¬ 
late the settlement of the soil, and govern the 
settlers on the soil, until those settlers acquire 
number and capacity to govern themselves. 

Sir, I will not further dwell upon this part of 
the subjeot; but I said there is another source of 
power equally satisfactory, equally conclusive in 
my mind, as that whieh relates to the territories, 
and that is the treaty-making power—the acqui¬ 
ring power. Now, I put it to gentlemen, is there 
not at this moment a power somewhere existing, 
either to admit or exclude slavery from the ceded 
territory ? It is not an annihilated power. That 
is impossible. It is a subsisting, actual existing 
power; and where does it exist ? It existed, I 
presume no one will controvert, in Mexioo, prior 
to the cession of these Territories. Mexico could 
have abolished slavery, or introduced slavery, 
either in California or New Mexico. That must 
be conceded. Who will controvert this position ? 
Well, Mexico has parted from the territory, and 
from the sovereignty over the territory; and to 
whom did she transfer it? She transferred the 
territory and the sovereignty of the territory to 
the Government of the United States. The Gov¬ 
ernment of the United States, then, acquires in 
sovereignty, and in territory over California and 
New Mexico, all, either in sovereignty or territo¬ 
ry, that Mexioo held in California or New Mex¬ 
ico, by the cession of those Territories. Sir, dis¬ 
pute that who can. The power exists, or it does 
not; no one will contend for Its annihilation. It 
existed in Mexico. No one, I think, can deny 
that. Mexico alienates the sovereignty over the 
territory, and her alienee is the Government of 
the United States. The Government of the Uni¬ 
ted States, then, possesses all power which Mex¬ 
ico possessed over the ceded Territories, and the 
Government of the United States can do, in refer¬ 
ence to them—within, I admit, certain limits of 
the Constitution—whatever Mexico could have 
done. There are prohibitions upon the power of 
Congress, within the Constitution, whieh prohi¬ 
bitions, I admit, must apply to Congress whenev¬ 
er she legislates, whether for the old States or for 
new Territories ; but, within those prohibitions, 
the powers of the United States over the ceded 
Territories are co-extensive and equal to the pow¬ 
ers of Mexioo in the ceded Territories prior to 
the cession. 

Sir, in regard to this treaty-making power, all 
who have any occasion to examine into its char¬ 
acter, and to the possible extent to which it may 
be carried, know that it is a power unlimited in 
its nature, except in so far as any limitation may 
be found in the Constitution of the United States ; 
and upon this subjeot there is no limitation whieh 
prescribes the extent to which the powers should 
be exercised. I know, sir, it is argued that there 
is no grant of power in the Constitution in spe¬ 
cific terms over the subjeot of slavery anywhere; 
and there is no grant in the Constitution to Con- 
the subjeot of a vast 
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t<S the last, may be traced tb e power of Congress to 
act in the Territories in question ; and, sir, I goto 
the extent, and I thin!; it is a power in Congress 
equal to the introduction or exclusion of Slavery. 
I admit the argument in both its forms ; I admit if 
the argument be maintained that, the power ex¬ 
ists to exclude slavery, it necessarily follows that 
the power must exist, if Congress chooses to ex¬ 
ercise it, to tolerate or introduce slavery within 
; the Territories. 

But, sir, I have been drawn off so far from the 
second resolution—not from the ohject of it, but 
from a particular view of it.—that it has almost 
gone out of my recollection. 

The other truth whieh I respectfully and with 
great deference conceive to exist, and which is 
announced in this resolution, is; that, slavery is 
not likely to be introduced into any of these Ter¬ 
ritories. Well, sir, is.not that a fact? Is there 
a momber who hears mo that will not confirm the 
fact? What has ooonrrwl within the last three 
months? In California, more than in u.nv other 
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holding States who concurred in that deolarati 
Thus, this fact which is asserted in theresolution 
responded to by the act of California. Then, 
, if we come down to those mountain regions 
which are to be found in New Mexico, the nature 
soil and country, its barrenness, its unpro¬ 
ductive character, everything wliioh relates to it, 
and everything which we hear of it and about it, 
1 necessarily lead to the conclusion which I 
mentioned, that slavery is not likely to be 
introduced into them. Well, sir, if it be true that 
by law slavery does not now exist in the ceded 
Territories, and that it is not likely to be intro¬ 
duced into the ceded Territories—if you, Senators, 
agree to these truths, or a majority of you, as I 
am persuaded a large majority of you must agree 
to them—where is the objection or the difficulty 
to your announcing them to the,whole world? 
Why should you hesitate or falter in the promul¬ 
gation of incontestable truths? On the other 
hand, with regard to Senators coming from the 
free'States, allow me here to make, with reference 
California, one or two observations. When 
this feeliDg within the limits of your States was 
gotten up, when the Wilmot Proviso was dissem¬ 
inated through them, and your people and your¬ 
selves attached themselves to that Proviso, what 
the state of facts 7 The state of facts at that 
was, that you apprehended the introduction 
of slavery there. You did not know much—very 
few of us now know much—about these very Ter¬ 
ritories. They were far distant from you. You 
apprehensive that slavery might be intro¬ 
duced thqre. You wanted ns a protection to in¬ 
troduce the interdiction called the Wilmot Provi- 
this state of want of information 
that the whole North blazed up in behalf of this 
Wilmot Proviso. It was under the apprehension 
that slavery might be introduced there that you 
left your constituents. For when you oame from 
your home, at the time you left your respective 
residences, you did not know the fact, whieh has 
only reached us since the commencement of the 


first part of the resolution ? It is that « Congress 
doth consent that the territory properly included 
within and rightfully belonging to the Republic 
of Texas, may be erected into a new State.” 
Properly included in—rightfully belonging to. 
The resolution specifies no boundary. It could 
specify none. It has specified no western or 
northern boundary for Texas. It has assumed in 
this state of uncertainty what we know inpointof 
fact existed. But then the latter part of it: “ Said 
State to be formed subject to the adjustment of all 
questions of boundary that might arise with other 
Governments, and the Constitution thereof,” &c. 
That is to say, she is annexed with her rightful 
and proper boundaries, without a specification of 
them ; but inasmuch as it was known that these 
boundaries at the west and north were unsettled, 
the Government of the United States. retained to’ 
itself the power of settling with any foreign na¬ 
tion what the boundary should be. 

Now, sir, it is impossible for me to go into tho 
whole question, and to argue it fully. I mean to 
express opinions or impressions rather than to go 
into the entire argument. The western and 
northern limit of Texas being unsettled, and the 
Government of the United States having retained 
the power of settling it, I ask, suppose the power 
had heen exercised, and that there had h,, en n0 
in of territory by Mexico to the United 
states, but that the negotiations between the two 
countries had been limited simply to the fixation 
of the western and northern limits of TexaB, 
could it not have been done by the United States 
and Mexico conjointly ? Will any one dispute it? 
Suppose there had been a treaty of limits of Tex¬ 
as concluded between Mexico and the United 
States, fixing the Nueces ns the western limit of 
Texas, would not Texas have been bound by it ? 
Why, by the express terms of the resolution she 
would have been bound by it; or, if it bad been 
the Colorado or the Rio Grande, or any other 
boundary, whatever western limit had been fixed 
by the joint action of the two Powers would have 
been binding and obligatory upon Texas by the 
express terms of the resolution-by which she was 
admitted into the Union. Now, sir, if Mexico 
and the United States conjointly, by treaty, might 
have fixed upon the western and northern limits 
of Texas, and if the United States have acquired 
by treaty all the subjects upon which the limits of 
Texas might have operated, have not the United 
States now the power solely and exclusively 
which Mexico and the United States conjointly 
possessed prior to the late treaty between the two 
countries? It seems to me. sir, that this conclu¬ 
sion and reasoning is perfectly irresistible. If 
Mexioo and the United States could have fixed 
upon any western limit for Texas, and did not do 
it, and if the United States have acquired to 
themselves or acquired by the treaty in question 
all the territory upon whieh the western limit 
1 have been fixed, when it was fixed, it seems 
that no one can resist the logical conclusion 
that the United States now have themselves a 
power to do what the United States and Mexioo 
conjointly could have done. 

Sir, 1 admit it is a delicate power—an extreme¬ 
ly delicate power. I admit that it ought to be ex¬ 
ercised in a spirit of justice, liberality, and gen¬ 
erosity, towards this the youngest member of the 
great American family. But here the power is. 
Possibly, sir, upon that question—however, I offer 


no positive opinion—possibly, if the United States 
were to fix it in a way unjust in the opinion of 
Texas, and contrary to her rights, she might bring 
the question before the Supreme Court of the 


session of Congress, that a constitution had been , r _____ 

unanimously adopted by the people of California, I United States, and have it there again investigat¬ 
ed and deoided. I say possibly, sir, because Tam 


excluding slavery from their Territory. 

Well, now, let me suppose that two years ago 
had been known in the free States that such a 
constitution would be adopted; let me suppose 
that it had been believed that in no other portion 
of these ceded Territories would slavery be intro¬ 
duced ; let me suppose that upon this great sub¬ 
jeot of solicitude, negro slavery, the people of the 
North had been perfectly satisfied that there was 
no danger; let me also suppose that they had fore¬ 
seen the excitement, the danger, the irritation, 
the resolutions which have been adopted by 


gress, specifically, 

But if the two portions of this Confederacy should ety of matters upon whieh the powers of Con- 
unhappily be involved in civil war, in which the 


effort on the onk side would be to restrain the ii 
troduotion of slavery into new Territories, and on 
the other side to force its introduction there, what 
a spectacle should we present to the contempla¬ 
tion of astonished mankind 7 An effort not to 
propagate right, but, I must say—though I trust 
it will be understood to be said with no desire to 
excite feeling—an effort, to propagate wrong in 
the Territories thus acquired from Mexico ! It 
would be a war in which we Bhould have no sym¬ 
pathy, no good wishes, and in which all mankind 


comprehends all the partioulars and elements of 
which that power consists. The power of acqui¬ 
sition by treaty draws after it the power of gov¬ 
ernment of the country acquired. If there be a 
power to acquire, there must be, to use the lan¬ 
guage of the tribunal that sits below, a power to 
govern. I think, therefore, sir, without, at least 
fur the present, dwelling further on this part of 
the subject, that to the two sources of authority in 
Congress to which I have’referred, and especially 


Southern Legislatures, ana the manifestations of 
opinion by the people of the slavebolding States 
let me suppose that all this had heen known at 
the North at the time when the agitation was first 
got up upon the subject of this Wilmot Protftio— 
do you believe that it would have ever reached 
the height to which it has attained? Does any one 
of you believe it? And if,prior to your departure 
from your respective homes, you had had an op¬ 
portunity of conferring with your constituents 
upon this most leading and important fact—of the 
adoption of a Constitution excluding slavery in 
California—do you not believe, Senators and 
Representatives coming from the free States, that 
if you had had the advantage of that fact told in 
serious, calm, fireside conversation with your con¬ 
stituents, they would not have told you to come 
here to settle all these agitating questions without 
danger to this Union. 

What do you want ? What do yojj want who 
reside in the free Stab s? You want that there 
shall be no slavery introduced into the Territories 
acquired from Mexico. Well, have not you got 
it iu California already, if admitted as a State? 
Have not you got it in New Mexico, in all human 
probability, also? Wbat more do you want? 
You have got wbat is worth a thousand Wilmot 
Provisos. Yon have got nature itself on your 
side. A'ou have the fact itself on your side. You 
have the truth staring you in the face, that no sla¬ 
very is existing there. Well, if you are men—if 
you can rise from the mud and slough of party 
struggles, and elevate yourselves to the height of 
patriots, what will you do ? You will look at the 
fact as it exists. You will say this faot was i 
known to my people. You will say they acted 
one set of facts, we have got another Bet of facts 
here influencing us, and we will act as patriots, 
as responsible men, as lovers of unity, and above 
all, of this Union. We will act on the altered set 
of facts unknown to our constituents, and we will 
appeal to their justice, their honor, their magna¬ 
nimity, to concur with us on this occasion, for es¬ 
tablishing concord and harmony, and maintaining 
the existence of this glorious Union. 

Well, Mr. President, I think, entertaining 
these views, that there was nothing extravagant 
in the hope I indulged at the time these resolu¬ 
tions were prepared and offered—nothing extrav¬ 
agant in the hope that the North might content 
itself even with striking out as unnecessary these 
two declarations. They are unnecessary for any 
purpose the free States have iu view. At all 
events, if they should insist upon Congress ex¬ 
pressing the opinions which are here asserted, 
that at all events they should limit their wishes 
to the simple assertion of them, without insisting 
on their being incorporated in any Territorial 
Government which Congress may establish - 
Territories. 

I pass on from the second resolution to the 
third and fourth, which relate to Texas; and al¬ 
low me to say, Mr. President, that I approach the 
subject with a full knowledge of all its difficulties; 
and, of all the questions connected with or grow¬ 
ing out of this institution of slavery, which Con¬ 
gress is called upon to act upon and decide, there 
are none so diffioult and troublesome as those 
which relate to Texas ; beoause, sir, Texas has 
question of boundary to settle, and a question ( 
slavery, or the feelings connected with it run int 
the question of boundary. The North, perhaps, 
will be anxious to contract Texas within the nar¬ 
rowest possible limits, in order to exclude all be¬ 
yond her to make it a free Territory ; the South, 
on the contrary, may be anxious to extend these 
limits to the sources of the Rio Grande, for the 
purpose of creating an additional theatre for sla¬ 
very ; and thus, to the question of the limits of 
Texas, and the settlement; of her boundary, the 
slavery question, wiui all its troubles and difficul¬ 
ties, is added, meeting us at every step we take. 

Now, with respect to this resolution proposing 
a boundary for Texas, what is it ? We know the 
difference of opinion which has existed in this 
country with respect to that boundary. We know 
that a very large portion of the people of the 
United States have supposed that the western 
limit of Texas was the Nueces, and that it did not 
extend to the Rio Grande. We know, by theres¬ 
olution of annexation, that the question of what is 
the western limit and the northern limit of Texas, 
was an open question—that it has been all along 
an open question. It. was an open question when 
the boundary was run, in virtue of the act of 1838, 
marking the boundary between the United States 
and Texas. Sir, at that time, the boundary au¬ 
thorized by the act of 1838 was a boundary com¬ 
mencing at the mouth of the Sabine, and running 
up to its head, thence to Red river, thence west- 
wardly with Red river to, I think, the hundredth 
degree of west longitude. Well, sir, that did not 
go so far as Texas now claims; and why? Be¬ 
oause it was an open question. War was yet 
raging between Texas and Mexico; and it was 
not foreseen exactly what might be her ultimate 
limits. But, sir, we will oome to the question of 
what was done at the time of her annexation. 
This whole resolution which relates to the ques¬ 
tion of boundary, from beginning to end, assumes 
an open boundary, an unascertained, unfixed i 
boundary to Texas, on the weBt. Sir, what is the I 
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of that class of politicians who believe 
ery question is a competent and proper 
question for the Supreme Court of the United 
States. There are questions too large for any 
tribunal of that kind to. try ; great political ques¬ 
tions, national territorial questions, which tran- 
id their limits ; for such questions, their pow- 
are utterly incompetent. Whether this be 
of those questions or not, 1 shall not decide ; 
but I will maintain that the United States are 
now invested solely and exclusively with that 

power wnicn was common to both nation?_to fix, 

ascertain, and settle the western and northern 
limits of Texas. 

Sir, the other day my honorable friend who 
represents so well the.State of Texas, said that We 
had no more right to touch the limits of TexaB 
than we had to touch the limits of Kentucky. I 
think that was the illustration he gave us—that a 
State is one and indivisible, and that the General 
Government has no right to sever it. I agree 
with him, sir, in that—where the limits are ascer¬ 
tained and certain, where they are undisputed 
and indisputable. The General Government has 
right, nor has any other earthly power the 


right, to interfere with the limits of a State whose 
boundaries are thus fixed, thus ascertained, known, 
and recognised. The whole power, at least, to in¬ 
terfere with it is voluntary. The extreme ease 
may be put—one which I trust in God may never 
happen in this nation—of a conquered nation, and 
of a Constitution adapting itself to the state of 
subjugation or conquest to which it has been re¬ 
duced ; and giving up whole States, as well as 
parts of States, in order to save from theconquer- 
ing arms of the invader what remains. I Bay such 
a power in case of extremity may exist. But I 
admit that, short of Buch extremity, voluntarily, 
the General Government has no right io separate 
State—to take a portion of it^.territory from it, 
r to regard it otherwise than asintegral, dhe and 
indivisible, and not to be affected by any legisla¬ 
tion ofours. But, then, I assume, what does not 
exist in the casa of Texas, that these boundaries 
must be known, ascertained, and indisputable. 
With regard to Texas, all was_ open, all was un¬ 
fixed ; all is unfixed at this moment, with respect 
to her limits west and north of the Neuces. 

But, Bir, we gave fifteen millions of dollars for 
this territory that we bought, and God knows 
what a costly bargain to this now distracted coun¬ 
try it has been ! We gave fifteen millions of 
dollars for the territory ceded to us by Mexico. 
Can Texas, justly, fairly, and honorably, e ' ‘ 


the Union and claim all that she has asserted a 
right to, without paying any portion of the fifteen 
millions of dollars which constituted the consider¬ 
ation of the grant by the ceding nation to the 
United StateB? She proposes no suchihing. She 
talks, indeed, about the United States having been 
her agent, her trustee. Why, sir, the United 
States was no more her agent or her trustee than 
the agent or trustee of the whole people 


of the United States. Texas involved herself in 
war—(I mean to make this no reproach—none— 
none—upon the past.)—Texas brought herself into 
a state of war, and, when she got into that war, it 
was not the war of Texas and Mexico, but it was 
the war of the whole thirty United States and 
Mexico; it was a war iu which the Government 
of the United States, which created the hostilities, 
was as much the trustee and agent of the twenty- 
nine other States composing the Union as she was 
the trustee and agent of Texas. And, sir, with 
respect to all these circumstances—such, for ex¬ 
ample, as a treaty with a map annexed, as in the 
ease of the recent treaty with Mexico ; such as the 
opinion of individuals highly respected and emi¬ 
nent, like the lamented Mr. Polk, late President 
of the United States, whose opinion was .that he 
had no right, as President of the United States, or 
any character otherwise than as negotiating 


with Mexioo—and in that the Senate would have 
to act in concurrence with him—that he had no 
right to fix the boundary; and, as to the map at¬ 
tached to the treaty, it is sufficient to say that the 
treaty itself is silent from beginning to end on the 
subject of the fixation of the boundary of Texas. 
The annexation of the map to the treaty was a 
matter of no utility, for the treaty is not strength¬ 
ened by it; it no more affirms the truth of any¬ 
thing delineated upon that map in relation tr 




Mr. President, I have said that I think the pow- 
1 has been concentrated in the Government of the 
United States to fix upon the limits of the State 
of Texas. I have said also that this power ought 
to be exeroised in a spirit of great liberality and 
justice ; and I put it to you, sir, to say, in refer¬ 
ence to this second resolution of mine, whether 
that liberality and justice has not been displayed 
in the resolution which I have proposed ? In 
the resolution, what is proposed? To confine 
her to the Neuoes? No, sir. To extend her 
boundary to the mouth of the Rio Grande, and 
thence up that river to the southern limit of New 
Mexioo ; and thence along that limit to the bound¬ 
ary between the United States and Spain, as 
marked under the treaty of 1819. Why, sir, here 
is a vast country. I believe—although I have 
made no estimate about it—that it is not inferior 
in extent of land, of acres, of square miles, ti 
what Texas east of the river Neuoes, extendinf 
to the Sabine, had before. And who is there car 
say with truth and justice that there is no reel 
procity, no mutuality, no concession, in this resolu 
tion, made to Texas, even in reference to thi 
question of boundary alone 7 You give her a vas 
country, equal, 1 repeat, in extent, nearly to wha 
she indisputably possessed before; a country suf 
[SEE foi'rth PAM: ] 
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[continued peom fourth page] 

At the commeuoement of this Government, our 
population amounted to about four millions. It 
has now readied upwards of twenty millions. 
Our territory was limited chiefly and principally 
to that bordering upon the Atlantic ocean, and 
that which iuoludes the southern shores of the 
interior lakes of our country. 

Our Territory now extends from the north¬ 
ern provinces of Great Eritain to the Rio 
Grande and the Gulf of Mexico; from the Atlan¬ 
tic ocean on the one side to the Paoifie on the 
other—the largest extent of territory under one 
Government existing upon earth, with only two 
solitary exceptions. Our tonnage, from being 
nothing, has arisen to a magnitude and amount to 
rival that of the nation which has been proudly 
called the mistress of the ocean. We have gone 
through many wars; one with that very nation 
from whom, in 1776, we broke off, os weak and 
feeble colonies, when we asserted our indepen¬ 
dence as a member of the family of nations. And, 
sir, we came out of that struggle—unequal os it 
was, armed as she was at all points in consequence 
of the long struggles of Europe, and unarmed as 
we are at all points, in consequence of the 
habits and nature of our country and its insti¬ 
tutions—we came out of that war without the 
loss of any honor whatever; we emerged from it 
gloriously. In every Indian war—we have been 
engaged in many or them—our arms have been 
triumphant. Aud without speaking at all ns to 
the causes of the recent war with Mexico, wheth¬ 
er they were right or wrong, 'and abstaining 
from the expression of any opinion as to the 
justice or propriety of the war when it 
menced, all must unite in respect'to the gal¬ 
lantry of our f.rms and the glory of our tri¬ 
umphs. There is no page—there are no pages of 
history which noord more brilliant successes. 
With respect to the one in command of an impor¬ 
tant portion of our army, I need say nothing in 
praise of him who has been borne by the voioc of 
his oountry to the highest station in it, mainly on 
aooount of his glorious military career. But of 
another military oommander, less fortunate in other 
respects, 1 must take the opportunity of saying 
that for skill—for scienoe—for strategy—for bold 
and daring fighting—for chivalry of individuals 
and maBsee, that portion of the Mexican war which 
was oonduoted by the gallant Scott, as chief com¬ 
mander, stands unrivalled either by the deeds of 
Cortes himself or by those of any other command¬ 
er in ancient or modern times. 

Now, sir, let me go a little into detail as to the 
sway in the counsels of the nation, whether.of the 
North or the South, during the sixty years of 
unparalleled prosperity that we enjoy. During 
the first twelve years of the administration of the 
Government, Northern counsels.rather prevail¬ 
ed ; and out of that sprung the Bank of the Uni¬ 
ted Scutes; the assumption of the State debts; 
bounties to the fisheries; protection to the do¬ 
mestic manufactures—1 allude to the act of 1789 ; 
neutrality in the wars with Europe; Jay’s treaty; 
alien and sedition laws; the quasi war with France. 
I do not say, sir, that those leading and prominent 
measures which were adopted during the admin¬ 
istration of Washington and the elder Adams 
were carried exclusively by Northern counsels. 
They oould not have been, but were carried main¬ 
ly by the sway which Northern counsels had ob¬ 
tained in the affairs of the oountry. 

So, sir, with.the latter party, for the last fifty 
years, I do not mean to say that Southern coun¬ 
sels alone have carried the measures which 1 am 
about to enumerate. I know they oould not ex 
olusivsly have carried them ; bat I say they have 
been carried by tbeir preponderating influence, 
with cooperation, it is true, and large cooperation, 
in some instances, from the Northern section nf 
the Union. And what are those measures during 
the fitly years that Southern counsels have pre¬ 
ponderated ? The embargo and other commercial 
restrictions of non-intercourse and non-importa¬ 
tion ; war with Great Britain; the Bank of the 
United SrateB overthrown ; protection to domestic 
manufacture enlarged and extended ; (I allude to 
the passage of the act of 1815 or 1816 ;) the Bank 
of the United States reestablished , the same Bank 
put down; (i efistablised by Southern counsels and 
put down l.y .Southern counsels;) Louisians 
quired ; Florida buughfc; Texas annexed ; 
with Mexioo; California and other Territories 
acquired from Mexico by oonqueBtand purchase 
protection superseded and free trade established , 
Indians removed west of the Missouri; fifteen 
new States admitted into the Union. I may very 
possibly have omitted some of the important meas¬ 
ures which have been adopted during the latter 
period or time to wh ch 1 have referred—the last 
fifty years; but these I believe are the most prom- 




Now, sir, I do not deduce from the enumeration 
of the aots of the one side or the other any just, 
cause of reproach to the one Bide or the other, al¬ 
though one side or the other lias predominated in 
the two parties to wbioh 1 have referred. It has 
been at last the work of both, and neither need 
justly reproach the other; but I must say in all 
oandor and sincerity that last of all ought the 
South to reproach the North, when we look at the 
long list of measures we have had under our 
in the councils of the nation, and which have been 
adopted as the policy of the Government, when we 
reflect that e.ven opposite doolrines have been 
prominently advanced by the South and carried. 
A Bank of the United States was established un¬ 
der the Administration of Mr. Madison, with the 
eoSperation of the South. I do not, when I speak 
of the South or North, speak of the entire South 
or North—I speak of the prominent and larger 
proportions of the South or North. It was dur¬ 
ing Mr Madison’s Administration that the Bank 


of the Unit d States was established. My friend 
[Mr. Calhoun] whose sickness I again deplot e, ns 
it prevents us from having his attendance here 
upon this occasion, was the chairman of the com¬ 
mittee of the House of Representatives, and car¬ 
ried the measure through Congress. I voted for 
it with all my heart, although 1 had been instru 
mental in putting down the old Bank of the Uni¬ 
ted Slates. I had changed my mind ; and I co¬ 
operated in the establishment of the Bank of 1816. 
That same Bwhj^ts again put down by Southern 
counsels, with General Jackson at their head, at 
a later period. Then, with respect to the policy 
of pjptection ; the South, in 1815—I mean the 
[prominent and leading men of the South, Lowndes, 
Calhoun, and others—united in extending a cer¬ 
tain measure of protection to the domestic manu¬ 
factures of the South, ns well as of the North. 
You find, a few years afterwards, that the South 
opposes the most serious objection to this policy, 
and at least one member of the Union staking 
upon that objection the dissolution of the Union. 

Now, sir, let us take another view ; and of these 
several views no one is brought forward in any 
spirit of reproach, but in a spirit of conciliation— 
not to provoke or exasperate, but to quiet and 
produce harmony and repose, if possible. What 
have been the territorial acquisitions made by 
this country, and to what interests have they con¬ 
duced ? Florida, where slavery exists, has been 
lotroduoed. All the most valuable parts of Lou¬ 
isiana have also added to the extent and consid¬ 
eration of the slaveholding portion of the Union; 
for although there is a large extent of that terri¬ 
tory north of 36° 30’, yet, in point of intrinsic 
value and importance, I would not give the single 
State of Louisiana for the whole of it. All Lou¬ 
isiana, with the exception of what lies north of 
36° 30’, inoluding Oregon, to which we have ob¬ 
tained title mainly upon the ground of its being 
a part of the acquisition of Louisiana—all Texas, 
all the Territories which have heen acquired by 
the Government of the United States during six¬ 
ty years of the operation of that Government, 
havebeen slave Territories—theatres of slavery— 
with the exception I have mentioned lying north 
of the line of 36° 30'. But how was it in theoase 
of a war made essentially by the South, growing 
out of the annexation of Texas, whioh was a meas¬ 
ure pressed by the South upon the councils of the 
country, and whioh led to the war with Mexico ? 
I do not say of the whole South; hut a major por¬ 
tion of the South pressed the annexation of Texas 
upon the oountry, and that Jed to a war with 
Mexico, and to the ultimate acquisition of these 
Territories, whioh now constitute the hone of 
contention between the members of the Confede¬ 
racy. And now, when, for the first time, any free 
territory—after these great acquisitions, in Flor¬ 
ida, Louisiana, and Texas, had been made and re¬ 
dounded to the benefit of the South—now, when, 
for the first time, free territories are attempted 
to be introduced—Territories without the insti¬ 
tution of slavery—I put it to the hearts of my 
oountrymen of the South, if it is right to press 
matters to the disastrous consequences that have 
been intimated no longer ago than thievery morn¬ 
ing, upon the presentation of the resolution from 
North Carolina. 

Well, sir, the first question which naturally 
arises is, supposing the Union to be dissolved— 
having all the oauses of grievance whioh are com¬ 
plained of—how far will a dissolution furnish a 
remedy for those grievances? If the Union is to 
be dissolved for any existing oauses, it will be 
dissolved because slavery is interdicted or not al¬ 
lowed to be introduced into the ceded Territories ; 
because Blavery is threatened to be abolished in 
the District of Columbia, and beoause fugitive 
slaves are not returned, as in my opinion they 
ought to be restored to their masters. These I 
believe will be the oauses, if there be aDy causes, 
which can lead to the direful event to whioh 1 
have referred. 

Wi ll, now, sir, let us suppose that the Union 
has been dissolved. What remedy does it furnish 
for the grievances complained of in its united 
condition ? W ill you be able topusb slavery into 
the oeded Territories? How are you to do it, 
supposing the North—all the States north of the 
Potomac, and whioh are opposed to it—in posses¬ 
sion of the navy and army of the United States ? 
Can you expect, if there is a dissolution of the 


and New Mexico ? You cannot dream of such 
purpose'. If it were abolished - in the District of 
Columbia, and the Uni 


was dissolved, would 
the dissolution of the Union restore si-.very in 
the District of Columbia? Are you safer in the 
reoovery of your fugitive slaves in a state of dis¬ 
solution, of severance of the UnioD, than you are 
in the Union itself ? Why, sir, what is the state 
of the foot in the Union ? You. lose some slaves. 
You recover Borne others. Let me advert to a fact 
whioh I ought to have introduced before? because 
it is highly creditable $0 the ooqrts and juries of 
the free States. In every my in¬ 
formation extends, when 3 been 

made to the courts of jus re ry of 

fugitives OB. for the rec . ies in¬ 
flicted upon persons who ho. - in decoy¬ 

ing slaves from their masters, and aiding them 
in escaping from their masters—as far as I am 
informed, the courts have asserted the rights 
of the owner, and the juries have promptly re¬ 
turned adequate verdicts in favor of the owner. 
Well, sir, this is some remedy. What wouldyou 
have if the Union were dissevered? Why, sir, 
then the sev. red parts would be independent of 
eaoh other—foreign countries. Slaves taken from 
the one into the other would be then like slaves 
now escaping from the United States into Canada. 
There would be no right of extradition—no right 
to demand your slaves—no right to appeal to the 
courtB of justice to demand your slaves whiclt'es¬ 
cape, or the penalties for decoying them. Where 
one escapes now. by running away from his own¬ 
er, huudreds and thousands would escape if the 
Union were severed in parts—I care not where 
nor how you run the line, if independent sover¬ 
eignties were established. 

Well, sir, finally, will yon in a state of dissolu¬ 
tion of the Union be safer with your slaves with¬ 
in the bosom of the. States than you are now? 
Mr. President, that they will much 


Indiana, That our Senators in Congress be in¬ 
structed, and our Representatives requested, so 
oast their votes, and exert their influence, as 
.. have engrafted upon any law that may be 
passed for the organization of the' territory re¬ 
cently acquired from Mexico, a provision forever 
excluding from such territory, Slavery and In¬ 
voluntary Servitude, otherwise than in the pun¬ 
ishment of crimes, whereof the party has been 
duly oonvicted. 

Sec. 2. Be it further resolved , That his Excel¬ 
lency the Governor be requested to forward to 
eaoh of our Senators and Representatives in Con¬ 
gress, copies of this joint resolution at his earli- 


frequ. 




e will 




he Union 


dissolution of the Union, exeept by consent or by 
war. No one can expect, in the existing state of 
things, that that consent would be given, and war 
is the only alternative by which a dissolution 
could be accomplished. And, Mr. President, if 
consent were given—if possibly we were to sepa¬ 
rate by mutual agreement and by a given time, in 
less than sixty days after such an agreement had 
been executed, war Would break out between the 
free and slaveholding portions of this Union—be¬ 
tween the two independent portions into whioh it 
would be erected by virtue of the act of separa¬ 
tion. Yes, sir, sixty days—in less than sixty 
days, I b elieve, our slaves from Kentucky would 
be fleeing over in numbers to the other Bide of the 
river, would be pursued by their owners, and the 
excitable and ardent spirits who would engage in 
the pursuit would be restrained by no sense of 
the rights which appertain to the independence of 
the other side of the river, supposing it, then, to 
be the line of separation. They would pursue 
their slaves; they would be repelled; and war 
would break out. In less than sixty days, war 
would be blazing forth in every part of this now 
happy and peaceable land. 

But how are you going to separate them? In 
my humble opinion, Mr. President, we should be¬ 
gin at least with three Confederacies—the Con¬ 
federacy of the North, the Confederacy of the At¬ 
lantic Southern States, (the slaveholding States,) 
and the Confederacy of the valley of the Missis¬ 
sippi. My life upon it, sir, that vast population 
that has,,already concentrated, and will concen- 
?, upon the head waters and tributaries of the 


Mississippi, will never consent that the mouth of 
that river shall be held subject to the- power of 
any foreign State whatever. Such, I believe, 
would be the consequences of a dissolution of the 
Union. But other Confederacies would spring 
up, from time to time, as sedition and discontent 
were disseminated over the .country. There 
would be the Confederacy of the Lukes—perhaps 
t he Confederacy of New England and the Middle 
States. 

But, sir, the veil which covers these sad and 
disastrous events that lie beyond a possible rup¬ 
ture of this Union, is too thick to he penetrated 
or lifted by any mortal eye or hand. 

Mr. President, I am directly oppi 


purpose of secession, of separation. I am for stay¬ 
ing within the Union, and defying any portion of 
this Union to expel me or drive me out of the 
Union. I am for staying within this Union, and 
fighting for my rights—if necessary, with the 
sword—within the bounds and under the safe¬ 
guard of the Union. I am for vindicating these 
rights, but not by being driven out of the Union 
rashly and unceremoniously by any portion of 
this Confederacy. Here T om Tvilhin it, and here 
I mean to stand and die; as far as my individual 
purposes or wishes can go—within it to protect 
myself, and to defy all power upon earth to expel 
me,w drive me from the situation in which 1 am 
placed. Will there not be more safety in fighting 


within the-Union than without. 

Suppose your rights to be violated; suppose 
wrongs to be done you, aggressions to be perpe¬ 
trated upon you ; cannot you better fight and vin¬ 
dicate them, if you have occasion to resort to that 
last necessity of the sword, within the Union, and 
with the sympathies of a large portion of the pop¬ 
ulation of the Union of these States differently 
constituted from you, than you can fight and vin¬ 
dicate your rights, expelled from the Union, and 
driven from it without ceremony and without au¬ 
thority ? 

I said that I thought that there was no right on 
the part of one or more of the States to secede 
from this Union. I think, air, that the Constitution 
of the thirteen States was made, not merely for the 
generation which then existed, hut for posterity, 
undefined, unlimited—for their posterity, and for 
every subsequent State which might come into 
the Union, binding themselves by that indissolu¬ 
ble bond. It- is to remain for that posterity now 
and forever. Like another of the great relations 
of private life, it was a marriage that no human 
authority can dissolve or divorce theparties from; 
and, if 1 may be allowed to refer to this same ex¬ 
ample in private life, let us say what roan and 
wife say to each other, We have mutual faults; 
nothing in the form of human beings can be per¬ 
fect. Let us then be kind to each other, forbear¬ 
ing, conceding; let ns live in happiness and 

Mr. President, I have said what I solemnly be¬ 
lieve—that the dissolution of the Union and war 
are identical and inseparable ; that they are con¬ 
vertible terms 

Sucb a war, too, as that would be, following the 
dissolution of the Union! Sir, we may search 
the pages of history, and none so furious, so 
bloody, so implacable, so exterminating, from the 
wars of Greece down, including those of the Com¬ 
monwealth of England, and the revolution of 
France—none, none of them raged with such vio¬ 
lence, or was ever conducted with Buch bloodshed 
and enormities, as will that war which shall fol¬ 
low that disastrous event—if that event ever hap¬ 
pens—of dissolution. 

And what would be its termination ? Standing 
armies and navies, to an extent draining the rev- 
t of each portion of the dissevered empire, 
would be created ; exterminating wars would fol¬ 
low—not a war of two or three years, but of inter¬ 
minable duration—an exterminating war would 
follow, until some Philip or Alexander, some 
Csesar or Napoleon, would rise to out the Gordian 
knot, and solve the problem of the capacity of man 
for self-government, and crush the liberties of 
both the dissevered portions of this Union. Can 
you doubt it? Look at history—consult the 
pages of all history, ancient or modern; look at 
human nature—look at. the character of the con¬ 
test, in which you would be engaged in the suppo¬ 
sition of a war following the dissolution of the 
Union, such as I have suggested—and I ask you 
if it is possible for yon to doubt that the final but 
perhaps distant termination of the whole will be 
some despot treading down the liberties of the 
people ?—that the final result will be the extinc¬ 
tion of this last and glorious light, which is leading 
all mankind, who are gazing upon it, to cherish 
hope and anxious expectation that the liberty 
which prevails here will sooner or later be ad¬ 
vanced throughout the civilized world ? Can yon, 
Mr. President, lightly contemplate the conse¬ 
quences ? Can you yield yourself to a torrent of 
passion, amidst dangers which I have depicted in 
colors far short of what would be the reality, if 
the event should ever happen ? I implore gentle¬ 
men—I adjure them, from the South or the North, 
by all they hold dear in this world—by all 
their love of liberty—by all their veneration 
for their ancestors—by all their regard for 
posterity — by all their gratitude to Him 
who has bestowed upon them such unnumbered 
blessings—by all the duties whioh they owe to 
mankind, and all the du'ies they owe to them¬ 
selves—by allthese considerations I implore them 
to pause—solemnly to pause—at the edge of the 
precipice, before the fearful and disastrous leap is 
taken in the yawning abyss below, from which 
none who take it will ever return in safety. 

And, finally, Mr. President, I implore, as the 
best blessing which Heaven can bestow upon me 
upon earth, that if the direful and sad event of 
the dissolution of the Union shall happen, I may 
not survive to behold the sad and heart-rending 
spectacle. 

On motion by Mr. Houston, 

The Senate then adjourned. 


INDIANA 


The Legislature of Indiana has again instruct¬ 
ed its Senators and Representatives on the Sla¬ 
very Question. The following resolution was 
passed by it a few days before its adjournment: 


onventence. 
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WASHINGTON, FEBRUARY 14, 1850. 


THE ERA, THIS WEEK. 


We have on hand and are receiving daily a 
great variety of communications in prose and po¬ 
etry, which it is utterly impossible for ns to pub¬ 
lish at present. They are all carefully stored for 
futureuse. 

This week, the speech of Mr. Clay and the Con- 
gressionalproceedings have left us little room for 
anything else. Having wholly dissented from 
Mr. Clay’s plan of Compromise, it was nothing 
hut fair to give his reasons in support of it. His 
speech, too, contains many admissions important 
to the advocates of Freedom, and many generous 
sentiments. His plan fails to secure the appro¬ 
bation of any considerate number of persons, in 
any section. The leading Whig journals of the 
free States, especially, are decided in their ex¬ 
pressions of dissent. 

The Senate is just now more excitable than the 
House. The reader will find much space devoted 
to its proceedings, some of which are quite dra¬ 
matic. Messrs. Hale, Chase, and Seward, bear 
themselves gallantly. 

The conduct of the Senate in relation to the 
petition for the peaceable dissolution of the Un¬ 
ion, will provoke rather a contemptuous feeling 
in sober-minded people. Everybody knows that 
the signers of such petitions are but few, and 
have the least possible disposition to do harm to 
any living thing; and yet grave Senators vex 
themselves for three or four days with the ques¬ 
tion how to dispose of it, and at last, by way of 
demonstrating their marvellous devotion to the 
Union, unite in refusing to receive the obnoxious 
paper. Common sense, if not a respect for the 
right of petition, should have induced them to re¬ 
ceive it without question or debate. But., we 
must presume that they are anxious to multiply 
such petitions, so that they may from time to time 
have occasion to make sophomorioal orations 
about the Union, the battle of Yorktown, the 
heights of Bunker Hill, Revolutionary glories, 
torches, firebrands, temples, altars, and conflagra¬ 
tions, to the great delight of Buncombe. Fudge! 


“ THE FRIEND OF YODTII.” 


The Friend of Youth now numbers about four 
thousand subscribers. It ought to have forty 
thousand. The fourth number was mailed some 
two weekB ago. The following is the table of eon- 


ORIGINAL. 

Who is God ? —Theodore Thoughtful. 

The Two Ways. —T. S. Arthur. 

A Leaf from the Book of Memory. —Mrs. S. W. 

The Lost Child. —W. J. Chapin. 

On.the Death of a Tropical Bird —Poem.—Mrs. 
S. W. Clarke. 

Acrostical Charade. —Elfa. 

The Incredulous Child —Poem.—G. W. Light. 
Little Pin*—Poem.—W. O. Bourne. 

The Bright Sour —Poem.—A. B. 

SELECTIONS. 

A Temperance Pledge Two Hundred Years Old. 
Grand Banquet to the Potato. 

Danger of Early Drinking. 

Cost of Intemperance. 

Varieties. 

EDITORIAL. 

Little Emma. 

Lifts Changes —a Poem. 

Work! Work! Work! 

Patience in Suffering. 

My Son, Where are you Going? 

TheSenerous Planter. 

The Stag, or Red Deer. 

The Bird of Paradise. 

The price of the Friend of Youth is fifty cents a 
year, or five copies for two dollars. Back num¬ 
bers can still be supplied. 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC. 


William W. Woodworth, administrator of William 
Woodworth, deceased, Is now petitioning Congress to extend 
his Patent for a Planing Macltma for another longterm. 
All those opposed to this monopoly, and the injustice of the 
REPEATED EXTENSIONS of that Patent, are re- 
lested to forward their remonstrances against the same to 
ieir respective Senators and Representatives in Congress, 


DR. FITCH, OF INDIANA. 


We take pleasure in calling attention to the 
oard of Dr. Fitch of Indiana, in this week’s Era. 
A vote given in the blouse is a fact that goes on 
record; but the explanation may never go with it. 
Meantime, we rejoice to see that he is true on the 
great question. 


MR. WINTHROF. 


In stating last week that Mr. Winthrop of 
Massachusetts absented himself, after the com¬ 
mencement of the calling of the roll on Mr. Root’s 
resolution, till his name was passed, we may have 
given ground for the inference that he did not do 
the same thing on the resolution of Mr. Giddings. 
We have since learned, and it is but fair to state 
that, after the commencement of the calling of the 
roll on the last-named resolution, he again absent¬ 
ed himself till his name was passed. 

We have no comments to add. 


MANUFACTURING PUBLIC OPINION. 


We have been told that the resolutions lately 
passed in Oneida county, New York, by a union 
teeting of Democrats, deprecating the agitation 
of the sectional questions, &c., were coneooted in 
Washington. 

A meeting of Democrats in Northampton coun¬ 
ty, Pennsylvania, was held on the 21st ultimo, 
at which resolutions in whioh the Wilmot Pro- 
was denounced, and the Baltimore Plat¬ 
form in relation to slavery was reaffirmed, were 
timouslj' adopted. They were introduced by 
the Hon. Richard Brodhead, a fast friend of sla¬ 
very, who chanced to be in Washington a short 
before this meeting, where probably he re¬ 
ceived his instructions. From that time to this, 
Mr. Ex-Seoretary Buchanan has heen on hand, 
in thclobbies of Congress, being penetrated with 
profound anxiety for the fate of the Union, and 
iperintending with benevolent solicitude the vot¬ 
ing of the Pennsylvania members. How many 
letters from the grand councillors in Washington 
hourly passing to all parts of the country, 
urging similar demonstrations to those given in 
Oneida county, New York, and Northampton 
county, Pennsylvania ? 

We forgot to notice a meeting of the same 
stripe, somewhere in Ohio, some time ago, at 
whioh Ex-Representative Sawyer figured, in the 
passage of resolutions of the genuine doughface 
stamp. He probably was notified from Washing¬ 
ton that such a display would be of essential ser¬ 
vice, as’showing that Northern sentiment was 
growing healthy again. 

No sooner is such a meeting held, than the tid¬ 
ing are send to the Washington Union, in thecol- 
umns of which the report is conspicuously herald¬ 
ed, and members of Congress from the free States 
are admonished of the reviving spirit of compro¬ 
mise among their constituents! 

We trust that the people of the free States will 
be on the alert. Let them watch the demagogues 
at home, and we will watch them here. Wher¬ 
ever a meeting is called to manufacture Public 
Onininn let them be on hand to see that Public 


Opinion is represent. d If wily politicians get the 
start of them, let them follow up their demonstra¬ 
tion with another which shall expose the trick. 
Let the friends of freedom bestir themselves. Let 
them get up meetings all through the country, to 
express their opinions of the conduct of the fifty 
Northern members who voted to lay the Wilmot 
Proviso upon the table, or dqdged the question. 
No time is to ' V lay, too, is appealing 

to the membf . ’ . States, to abandon 

the Wilmot 3 Us them that circum¬ 
stances hav< they were elected ; 

that, were tl " here, they would no 

longer persil- Proviso; and he talks 

to them of t .ng something for the 

Union, remi . ' . .eonidas aud Curtins! 

W e appeal oo. Let them assem¬ 

ble in primary meetings—iet them say what they 
think of giving up the ground of the Ordinance 
of 1787, and adopting that of the Cass-Nioholson 
Letter. Let them say what they think of the 
vote by which, for the first time since the com¬ 
mencement of the present struggle between Lib¬ 
erty and Slavery, the Wilmot Proviso was laid 
upon the table in the House, hitherto relied upon 
as the safeguard of Freedom? Let them say 
whether their will, or that of General Taylor, is 
to be the law of the representative. If Public 
Sentiment be yet sound on the Question of Hu¬ 
man Rights, let the People take care that it be 
not misrepresented by those who, working in se¬ 
cret here, are attempting to manufacture a spu¬ 
rious Public Sentiment at the North in favor of 
base and ruinous compromises. 


THE BILL E'FMTW ^0 FUGITIVES FROM 
S LABOR. 


No free Sto any laws to discharge 

a fugitive from the service or labor he owes under 
the laws of another State, or to prevent his reoap- 
ture or surrender. And this non-action is all that 
is required by the clause of the Constitution re-, 
speoting fugitives, as interpreted by the Supreme 
Court. The provision imposes no active duty 
upon the States—it simply forbids or nullifies 
any legislation by the States whioh would at¬ 
tempt to discharge a fugitive from the service or 
labor he owes under the laws of another State. 
No such legislation exists—consequently, no 
State, as such, can be justly charged with a viola¬ 
tion of this constitutional provision. 

But it is urged that the free States, although 
forbidden to impede, are not forbidden to aid, the 
reclamation of fugitives. Whatever the Supreme 
Court might have intended, their decision went 
the whole length of denying to the States power 
to legislate upon the subject at all, and of assert¬ 
ing for Congress exclusive power over it. It is, 
therefore, no just ground of complaint against 
the States, that they decline any action in regard 
to this provision of the Constitution. 

Congress has legislated to carry it into effect. 
Its legislation has heen sanctioned by the votes of 
members from the free States. The act, prescri¬ 
bing the mode of arresting fugitives, defining the 
tribunals before whioh they must be brought, and 
determining the penalties for harboring them, 
aiding them to escape, or hindering their recap¬ 
ture, has been in existence for more than half a 
century. Nor is it a dead letter. Within a 
few years past, numerous fugitives have been ar¬ 
rested, and delivered up to claimants by the tri¬ 
bunals provided by it, and within a year, ver¬ 
dicts have been found by juries, in United States 
Courts, against some three citizens of as many 
free States, for violating the law, and heavy pen¬ 
alties have been inflicted. 

To bring up the subject then at this hour, 
while the two sections of the country are arrayed 
against eaoh other on the Territorial Question ; 
to denounce the North for not doing what it is 
not bound to do; to feign grievances that have 
no existence ; to demand legislation that is un¬ 
necessary, and will not be granted by at least 
one House in Congress, shows a determination 
only to multiply the obstacles in the way of a 
peaceful settlement of the great Question; to 
goad the North by arrogant demands, and inflame 
the South by representing resistance to such de¬ 
mands as an evidence of settled hostility to its 
rights. The' authors of such measures, while 
professing peace, meditate war. They would add 
fuel to the fire already kindled. Mourning over 
the discord in our National Councils, deploring 
the growing irritation in the public mind, pre¬ 
tending to seek the perpetuity of the Union, 
their constant aim is, to bring into action con¬ 
flicting interests, to develop latent antagonisms, 
to provoke gratuitous quarrels, to give promi¬ 
nence to every question of difference between 
North and South. 

In this spirit, we believe, the present move¬ 
ment in relation to fugitives from service and 
labor has originated. 

After all, what is the intolerable grievance 
which we are called upon to redress? It is estima¬ 
ted, says Mr. Butler, that the loss sustained by 
the South, every year, from the escape of slaves, 
is not less than $150,000. On what this estimate 
is grounded, we know not. The data are not giv¬ 
en—nor do these'ultra-slavery men ever present 
the data on which they calculate their supposed 
grievances. 

But, let us admit the correctness of the esti¬ 
mate. The whole South loses, in escaping slaves, 
$150;000—whioh, apportioned among the fifteen 
slave States, is $10,000 for each ! This is a pre¬ 
cious reason for dissolving the Union, and plung¬ 
ing into the untried horrors of civil war ! Esti¬ 
mating the fugitives at $400 a piece, there are, on 
the foregoing estimate, three hundred and seven¬ 
ty-five slaves escaping from the South annually— 
or twenty-five from each State. So, the Union, 
With all its rich and sacred associations, with all 
the good with whioh it is frieghted, is to be de¬ 
stroyed, and these States are to be arrayed against 
each other in deadly conflict, beoause the slat 
States lose yearly some twenty-five slaves each I 

Look again : Are all these slaves enticed away 
by the free States ? Nobody pretends this. How 
many of the citizens of those States have anything 
to do with such escapes? Few know anything 
about them. How many of these fugitives 
prompted alone by their own instincts, and de¬ 
pend for success alone upon their own efforts 
D oubtiess the majority of them. But, for the aots 
of the citizen, unknown and not sanctioned by th< 
State, the State is held responsible; for the aots 
of a few philanthropic citizens, the great majority 
of the citizens who know nothing about them 
held responsible; and for the escape of all the 
slaves, not only the Abolitionists, but all the < 
zens of the free States, and not only these, but 
the States themselves are held responsible, whei^ 
in fact, the great majority of fugitives make good 
their escape without any other incitement than 
their own instincts, or any other aid than their 
own intelligence. 

Now, how can laws be,passed stringent enough 
to remedy effectually this alleged grievance? 
Multiply your penalties, and you cannot diminish 
the number of slaves escaping by their ow 
forts—for no penalties can equal that which they 
have always risked—a return to remediless bond¬ 
age. Nor can you succeed better with thoBe who 
in free States are accustomed to aid rather than 
hinder the fugitive. For, in the slave States and 
in a majority of the free, the testimony of colored 
persons, against white, is rejected. 

Law has already done its best. It has denied 
the fugitive th^beriefits of the habeas corpus and 
jury trial. It Ms provided for his arrest by the 
most summary process, and for his delivery with 
the least possible delay. It has made the harbor¬ 
ing, or aiding a fugitive, or interference between 
him and his lawful claimant, criminal, besides se¬ 
curing to the owner a right to prosecute for dam¬ 
ages ! And this law is in aotive operation. 

In consideration of all these facts, we repeat, 
that the introduction of the subject at this time, 
with the accompanying denunciations of bad 
faith of the North, and additional demands for 
more effectual legislation, more vindictive penal¬ 
ties, is calculated, if not directly designed, to ag¬ 
gravate the excitement, and interpose new obsta¬ 
cles in the way of the peaceful settlement of the 
Territorial Question. 


GALIFORNIA ASKS ADMISSION. 


Messrs. Wright and Gilbert, Representatives, 
and Dr. Gwin, one of the Senators from Califor¬ 
nia, are now in the city. The President will, 
probably at an early moment, send a message to 
Congress, informing it of the organization of the 
new State, and that her Senators and Represent¬ 
atives now await an act whioh shall empower 
them to take their seats as members of that body. 

Of course, they will be admitted. The slavery 
men will resist, but they must yield on this point. 
The case is too plain to admit of an argument. 
Slave-Texas came in with an enormous boundary: 
with a provision that new States might be organ¬ 
ized within her territory by her consent. Free 
California, with a boundary of no greater extent, 
must be admitted with a similar provision. The 
attempt to mutilate its boundaries, so as to pro¬ 
vide foothold for slavery on the Paoifie, will cover 
any man from the free States who may counte¬ 
nance it with infamy. 

From the following extract, which the Intelli¬ 
gencer quotes from the Washington Union, Feb- 
ruary 4, 1849, it would seem that the editors of 
that paper are committed to the support of the 
claims of the new States. 

“ The South denies that Congress has any ju¬ 
risdiction over the subject of slavery, and contends 
that the people of the Territories alone , when they 
frame a Constitution preparatory to admission 
into the Union, have a right to speak and be heard 
on that matter. This faot being settled, it really 
seem s to us that this exciting question might be speedily 
adjusted, if oalm counsels prevail. The South 
contends for her honor and for the great princi¬ 
ples of non-intervention and State equality. Why, 
then , cannot all unite and permit California to come 
into the Union as soon as she can frame a constitution? 
Then, according to the doctrines whioh prevail on 
both sides of Mason and Dixon’s line, she may 
constitutionally establish her domestic institutions 
on any basis consistent with republican principles. 
The South could lose nothing by adopting this course. 
On the contrary, she mould save till for which she con¬ 
tends • 

California has formed a constitution, and now, 
we ask with the Union, why cannot all unite, and 
permit her to come in ? 

Meantime, we wish to direct the attention of 
the people to the mode in which the Doughfaoes 
of the North, if there be any on this question, 
will work against the cause of Freedom. They 
will not dare to oppose the admission of Califor¬ 
nia, but they will either aid the slavery men 
in reducing the boundaries of the new State, so as 
to admit slavery into the territory torn from its 
jurisdiction ; or they wtll aid them to amend the 
act for admitting it, so as to provide for the form¬ 
ation of a new slave State within the terrritorial 
limits of Texas; or they will he guilty of both 
these acts, and then try to excuse themselves to 
their constituents, on the plea that they could 
not secure the recognition of the State of Califor¬ 
nia in any other way. 

We hope such imposture will be exposed at 
once. The free States have thirty-nine majority 
in the House. They hayo an equality in the 
Senate ; and on this question, the Whigs of the 
South in the House, if true to the policy of the 
Administration, must advocate the admission of 
California. In the Senate, the votes of the free 
States, with those from Delaware, Kentucky, &c., 
must secure the passage of the bill there. An ef¬ 
fort may be made in the Senate to cut down the 
boundaries, and couple the new free State with a 
new slave State, but let the House stand firm. 
Twice before has the other branch tried to com¬ 
pel it to yield on similar points, and twice has it 
failed. It has the same majority now that it had 
on those occasions, and if it yield, the people 
shall know whom to hold accountable. 

If the slaveholding members adhere to their 
doctrine of State rights ; if they believe now, as 
they believed a year ago, when their organ pub¬ 
lished the editorial from whioh the foregoing is an 
extract; if they are anxious rather to save their 
honor, than to propagate slavery; if they are sin¬ 
cerely desirous of getting rid of agitation, they 
will raise no question about the admission of Cal¬ 
ifornia, but unite with the Northern members in 
giving a hearty welcome to the Senators and Rep¬ 
resentatives from the first-born American State 
upon the shores of the Paoifie. To repel them, will 
be hazardous—it will be to riBk our entire Paoifie 
empire—for before Heaven, were we a Califor¬ 
nian, the moment the intelligence should reach us 
that the Congress of the United States had refus¬ 
ed the application of our State for admission, thus 
throwing it back into territorial anarchy, we 
would strike for independence, boldly averring 
in justification the self-evident truths of tlje 
Declaration of 1776. 


INTIMIDATION. 


racy is determined upon—no matter what the 
North does now, Disunion must come. One let- 
-writer goes so far as to say that, if neoeEsary, 
Southern Senators are prepared to vacate 
their seats, to let the Wilmot Proviso pass, so 
that the South may have a casus belli —and the 
New York Tribune gives countenanoe to the folly! 

Will the People of the free States permit them¬ 
selves to be imposed on by this transparent 
trickery? Or, admit that all these exhibitions of 
Sou thern wrath and determination are to be taken 
in earnest.—are they prepared to suocumb, and 
excuse their Representatives for abandoning the 
Ordinance of 1787 ? If, under intimidation, they 
give up free territory to Slavery, of what 
degradation are they incapable? What exao- 
tions will they not suffer, what burdens not bear? 
Is there anything more that slaveholders can ask, 
:cept the privilege of setting up.Slavery within 
the boundaries of free. States? If prepared to do 
and suffer all the Slave Power demands, we hope 
they will say so, in some authentic way, so as to 
enable Congress to oome to a speedy settlement 
of the controversy. Let them meet together in 
Conventions in the several States, and pass some 
such resolutions as the following: 

That, as slaveholders will tolerate no Union in 
which their claims to supreme power is not ac¬ 
knowledged, therefore, we cheerfully assent to 
this olaim, now and forever, provided they allow 
without molestation, to devote ourselves to the 
plough, the loom, and the anvil. 

If this do not suit them, and if they really do 
cherish a purpose to maintain the rights of the 
majority, to keep free territory free, and secure 
the ascendency of the Principle of Freedom in 
the Federal Government., we submit whether they 
ought not to ' Convention of all the 

friends of L at the country, on the 

4th day of . rlier, at some central 

point, when . ._ jy may take into con¬ 

sideration the proceedings of the Convention of 
the Friends of Slavery, to be held at Nashville in 


The Old Line and Free Democracy have re¬ 
united in the Wisconsin Legislature, and, as the 
result, we may expeot the passage of the resolu¬ 
tions introduced by Mr. Gale in the .Senate, on 
the 17th January, when they were read twice and 
ordered to be printed. 

They instruct the Senators and request the 
Representatives of Wisoonsin to support every 
just and prudent measure for the exolusion of 
slavery from the District of Columbia, for the 
entire suppression of the slave trade on the high 
and wherever else Congress has jurisdiction, 
and generally to relieve the Federal Government 
from all responsibility for the existence, mainte¬ 
nance, or toleration of slavery or the traffic in 
slaves; to use their influence, by direct vote or 
otherwise, whenever an opportunity shall occur to 
procure the application of the Ordinance of 1787 
to all territory belonging to the United States; to 
oppose by all legal and proper means the admis- 
of any new State into the Union, when the 
laws or Constitutions thereof create or tolerate 
slavery, and to use all necessary means to pro- 
the immediate admission of the new State 
of California. 

On the 23d ult., these resolutions were taken 
up and unanimously adopted. 


We have never known the system of intimida¬ 
tion pushed to such an extreme in our National 
Councils as at present. Every demand is a 
threat—every speaker from the South seems to 
think himself called upon to crack his whip about 
the ears of Northern members, who are treated 
like inferiors, not equals. No matter what the 
language or sentiments of resolutions presented 
from the slave States, they are reoeived with pro¬ 
found deference, and ordered to he printed. 
Vermont, presuming, as a Bister State, upon a 
similar reception, is repelled with words of scorn, 
and, though one month ago her resolutions were 
presented, to this hour the Senate has not made 
up its mind whether it will print them or not! 
And Northern Senators submit! 

Some people of Wilmington, North Carolina, 
get together, pass resolutions denouncing the 
fanaticism of the North, in favor of Slavery, and 
threatening the Union. Mr. Mangum takes oc¬ 
casion to submit them to the Senate, accompany¬ 
ing them with a hitter assanlt on the free States, 
and threatening war, bloody war, should they 
persist in their aggressions. The Senate, over¬ 
awed, graciously receives the papers, treating 
them with marked respect. But let a Northern 
Senator present a petition against the extension 
of Slavery, and the Senate refuses even to enter¬ 
tain the question of its reception ! That body is 
cowed by the menaces of the slaveholders. 

“ We have but to show our teeth,” said Mr. 
Holmes of South Carolina, ihe other day, “ and' 
the North is frightened.” Great was the exulta¬ 
tion among Southern members on the 5th, in the 
House, when so many Northern men voted to lay- 
Root’s resolution on the table. It was a triumph 
they had not anticipated quite so soon, not dream¬ 
ing that their threats could accomplish so much 


all ai 


The Northern People, they presume, are like 
their Regresentatives. They regard them as 
shopkeepers; tame-spirited, eaten up with the love 
of gain. The Richmond Whig, of Virginia, com¬ 
menting upon some belligerent remarks in the 
North American of Philadelphia, sneers at the 
grandiloquent talk of its editors, and coolly tells 
them that they “ had better stick to the counter.” 

Twice in Congress have menaces of bloody 
conflict within the Capitol been thrown out by 
slaveholding members. In the Senate, Mr. Davis 
of Mississippi thought the struggle, if Northern 
men persisted in their aggressions, should com¬ 
mence “ here and now,” between the Representa¬ 
tives of the two seotions. Mr. Clingman, in the 
House, thought if the worst eamc to the worst, 
not a quorum would be left in the Halls of Con¬ 
gress to do business. 

While these brutal threats are common in 
both Houses, craven-spirited members from the 
North are writing home letters calculated to 
create a panic among their constituents. Mr- 
Buchanan, a sort of lobby member, never feared 
before for the Union: he does now—melan¬ 
choly are his forebodings. General Cass, too, 
is shaken with alarms; and, conversing with one 
of the Indiana members, who has been taken 
under the special care of the South, he learns 
that in the event of a dissolution of the Union, 
the State of Indiana will go with the South! 
Letter-writers do their share to get up a North¬ 
ern panic; and the newspapers in Northern cities 
give currency to all kinds of fearful rumors. 
The Southern men ore determined, they say, to 
dissolve the Union, any how—they have marked 
off several Confederacies alftady—the seat of 
Government for the (treat slaveholding Confede- 


STATE OF WISCONSIN, 


OHIO, 


In the Senate of Ohio, resolutions have been in¬ 
troduced by Mr. Lawrence of Logan, instructing 
the Senators and requesting the Representatives 
of that State in Congress to use all constitutional 
and proper means to procure the immediate aboli¬ 
tion of slavery and the slave trade in the District 
of Columbia, and in all places under the exclusive 
jurisdiction of the Federal Government; to resist 
the admission of any new State whicK tolerates 
slavery; to secure the passage of an aot prohibit¬ 
ing the existence of slavery in any form, in the 
Territories of the United States, &o. 

The probability is that strong resolutions will 
he passed. The resolutions have passed the 
Senate. 


A SCENE IN THE SENATE. 


LaBt Tuesday in the Senate, during the morn¬ 
ing hour, Mr. Hale presented the petition of sev¬ 
eral hundred women of Dover, N. H., protesting 
against the extension of slavery or admission of 
ty more slave States. 

The question of reception waB raised, but the 
usual motion to lay on the table failed. On this 
motion, Mr. Douglas took the ground that, as the 
Senate had decided to receive petitions from the 
South protesting against action, he should now 
vote to receive this petition from the North, 
which also protested against action. There should 
i one rule for both seotions. 

Mr. Butler of South Carolina tried his hand at 
putting down Mr. Hale, with what success, the 
following report will show: 

Mr. Butler. Mr. President, I have petitions to 
offer, resolutions, and other matters, really re¬ 
quiring immediate action ; otherwise there would 
necessity for acting upon them at all. Yet, 


sir, every morning a gentleman who 
nority is monopolizing the whole time of the Sen¬ 
ate by petitions, such as this, breeding misohief; 
and this without rebuke, and almost with the 
countenance of those who voted for these resolu- 
Can this, be tolerated, that the time of this 
Senate and the Legislature of the United States 
Bhall be appropriated by mischievous incendiaries 


who claim the right to introduce resolutions, 
morials, aud propositions of this kind to the Sen¬ 
ate? Why, sir, I have business now that I think 
ought to engng - the attention of the Senate, but 
I cannot bring it before them, for every morning 
that gentleman takes up the whole time. He has 
the whole Senate to himself. A mere minority 
comes here, and makes all this mischief, and stands 
unrebuked, so far as I can see, by the Senate. I 
know, sir, this is a part of his existence. I know 
that, in what I am now saying, I am giving him 
the food upon whioh he can feed. He lives upon 
mischief, it is the very food that sustains him. 
I know I am not rebuking him. Sir, it is intolera¬ 
ble, that a miserable minority, a mischievous in¬ 
cendiary, a madman, if yon choose to call him so, 
should come here and interfere with the rights of 
other men upon this floor. 

[Amidst cries of Order! Order! he sat down 
inflamed With passion,] 


Mr. Hale. 1 have a word to say, sir, t.o the 
Senator from SotTO Carolina, [Mr. Butler.] He 


says that I live upon mischief, and that he gives 
me the food I live on. Jf that be the case, he is 
responsible for it, and not myself. But to be more 
serious ; he is pleased to denounce me as a miser¬ 
able minority, and complains of my trespassing 
upon the privileges of the Senate. I leave that 
question to be deoided by the community, who it 
is that trespasses upon the time of the Senate. 
Sir, he will have to talk longer, and denounce 
more, hefore he cap convince me that this haB 
been my prerogative. 

I have “taken up the whole time of the Sen¬ 
ate 1” Have I, sir ? For two mornings, and only 
two, have I presented anything of the kind since 
the year 1850 commenced; one of them was the 
other day, and the other was this morning. So 
far was I from saying anything to take up your 
time, that I confined myself simply to stating what 
the nature of the petitions was. The talk, did 
not come from the “miserable minority,” but from 
a majority. I will not apply any adjective to 
thorn, but I have enough at hand, that 1 could use 
if I chose. The mischief comes from a majority, 
that seeks to tread down the minority—that de¬ 
sires to make them more miserable than they 
really are. “ Miserable ” ns we are, I think the 
Senator will find out that our power of speech is 
not exhausted; and while we may exercise it 
within the privileges of the Constitution, he will 
find that it will be exercised at any and at all 
hazards. 

We are not to be frightened out of our righst 
upon this floor by denunciation, or even by the 
threat of danger personal to ourselves. Small 
and few as we are, we are not miserable cowards 
that can be frightened from the assertion or the 
maintenance of our rights. New Hampshire 
blood, coursing in New Hampshire veins, from 


the commencement of this Government, it 
Senate, in the House of Representatives, and 
upon the field of battle, has attested her rights; 
and she has sons that will still vindioate those 
rights against all her foes, come when they will, 
horn they mill, and where they will. She will not be 
intimidated by threats, or any language of the 

[The stern emphasis with which Mr. Hale 
spoke sent a thrill through the Senate, and an 
attempt at applause in the galleries, immediately 
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suppressed by the Vice President, showed the 
sympathy of the spectators.] 

The petition went over, and Mr. Berrien re¬ 
sumed his speech on Mr. Clay’s resolutions. 

In the House, the business relating to the col¬ 
lection of the revenue was disposed of by the ■ 
adoption of an amendment, making specifio appro¬ 
priations, moved by PrestoniSing. 

The House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and took up 
the President’s message, on which Mr. Inge of 
Alabama delivered a speech in support of slavery- 

EUROPEAN CORRESPONDENCE. 

Berlin, Christmas, 1849. 

To the Editor of. ihe National Era : 

You have, perhapB, had on your side of the 
water a few mornings whioh bit your noses sharp¬ 
ly, and made thick gloves, muffs, and cloaks, in¬ 
dispensable to persons well to do in the world. 
But in this city of broad streets, set in the midst 
of a plain which stretches far away beyond Saint 
Petersburgh, and up to the very icebergs of the 
Arotio seas, we know what cold weather means 
The thrilling breezes from the region of white 
bears aud eternal snow come cutting into every 
individual pore of one’s face and hands, whistling 
as they cut, asTnerriiy as iee-ohoppers. The 
streets are covered with a layer of solid ioe, and 
the boys go flying along on skates over the public 
squares, and through the most crowded thorough¬ 
fares. Respectable, staid persons, old gentlemen 
with gold-headed canes, thin-slippered, blue-nosed 
spinsters, wrapped up in furs, are tripping up and 
falling down in every direction. As frogged shoes 
are not much in use, the horses go slipping along, 
and tumbling down occasionally on the pavement. 
Now and then a brisk flurry of snow and wind 
from the north makes it next to impossible to see 
further than the end of one’s nose. Everybody— 
people too poor to be anybody are, of course, not 
referred to, for poor people in Prussia are just 
nobody at all—goes about so disguised in cloaks, 
big shoes, and warm fur caps, as not to be recog¬ 
nisable by any exeept their tailors. All that is 
visible, at this season, of a German taking his 
morning walk, is a reddish beard with a huge 
pipe hanging out of the middle of it. This is 
better than to see nothing at all; for, if you have 
lived long enough in Europe, you can easily infer 
from thabeard the political opinions of the wearer- 
Is it short, stiff, and well brushed ? He is a con¬ 
servative, Who entertains a holy horror of the 
unwashed democracy. Has it? taken the form of 
a six-inch moustache, whose ends stand out stiff 
and fiercely ? He is a soldier, and one of the 
pillars of the royalty. Is it a rusty, untrimmed 
one, of two years’ growth, all horrent with ici¬ 
cles? He is a man of dangerous political prin¬ 
ciples; a radical who, with all his fellows, seems 
to have sworn a great oath to let their beards 
grow so long as they may be compelled to tarry 
in the Jericho of the monarchical form. The 
bomb-King of Naples understands well the insur¬ 
rectionary tendency of long beards, for his first 
measure, on regaining possession of Sicily, was to 
order every man to be severely punished who 
should appear with a beard more than an inch 
and a half long. General Van Wrangel did not 
go quite so far, when he took military possession 
of Berlin last year, as to impose a public order on 
the subject, but everybody knows that he author¬ 
ized privately the persecution of every one of the 
long-bearded gentry. 

Every German smokes in the streets. This is 
one of tlR liberties conquered in 1848, whioh have 
been left untouched by the fury of the reaction. 
At one of the illuminations of that ever memora¬ 
ble year, a citizen stuck up in his window one 
light for eaoh popular right acknowledged by the 
King. The central one was immense. “ This,’ 
said he, “is for the right to smoke where one 
pleases.” 

But, notwithstanding the cold, the annual Fair 
is thronged from one end to the other. For four¬ 
teen days before Christmas, and as many after 
the whole length of Broad street, and the two * 
large squares north and south of the palaoe are 
ocoupied by the toy merchants, and Christmas- 
tree merchants, who come nobody knows where 
from, and put up in a few hours a whole city of 
booths of plank and oanvass. These are filled 
with toys of an infinite variety, both of form and 
workmanship. Everything that has ever been 
devised for the delight of little people and the 
annoyance of big ones, may be found here. No 
oarriages are permitted to pass through the alleys 
formed by the booths, except the royal ones, 
which are driven through slowly, to avoid hurt¬ 
ing anybody. And really, when the booths are 
lighted up in the evening, and the light is reflect¬ 
ed from millions of gay and glitering toys, and 
the alleys are orowded with thousands of happy 
parents and children, the sight might well tempt 
a king. It is doubtful whether the carnival at 
Rome shows anything better worth seeing. 

The Fair is not the only sign of our being in 
the Christmas holy days. In twenty different 
halls in the city, the most extensive preparations 
have been made to receive visiters. Some of them 
have been turned into Moorish palacesof surpass¬ 
ing beauty; others into galleries of grotesque 
paintings, caricaturing the well-known men of the 
day, or their aots; others, again, represent the 
different elements, and, by a chaotic arrangement 
of striking productions of nature, astonish and 
bewilder the beholder. Everything was to be 
seen there, from the volcano actually belching 
fire and lava, to whales and sea-lions. But in all 
of them, the great attraction is the puppet-show. 
Punch and Judy, who are soaroely known in 
America, except by reputation, are here in the full 
glory of popularity. They are, indeed, the most 
oomical creatures alive; saying the funniest 
things, walking about in the oddest manner, and 
making incredible bows and gestures! The 
Punch theatre is not so good for children who get 
the side-aohe a-laughing, but excellent for old 
folks who are not too stiff to eDjoy it. The mer¬ 
riment of children is contagious, and I must ac¬ 
knowledge a deep indebtedness to Punch in the 
matter of happy moments. The Germans all go, 
and seem, young and old, to join in the mirth 
without restraint. 

This is the Ijest seasot* of the year for the 
shops and stores. They are all crowded, for 
everybody is buying something for presents— 
everybody you meet in the street is carrying 
something home. If you go musing along, intent 
on gathering up items for a newspaper article, 
you get a poke in the ribs from the rocker of a 
hobby-horse. As you sidle away, the green 
branches of a Christmas-tree whip you in the 
face, and knock off your hat; you recover the 
unlucky beaver from under the feet of the crowd, 
but, in rising, upset a whole tray full of little 
chocolate horses, and funny-looking cews, sheep, 
and other animals, whioh have no resemblance to 
anything living, the race having probably perish¬ 
ed before the flood, and only existing in the fossil 
and chocolate toy states. At each new mishap 
you cry, “ Ich bitte /” after the faBbion of the 
Germans. The best w'ay, if you are given to 
abstractions, is to square yourself up against the 
wall, and observe. One of the most remarkable 
things which will attract your notice is the im¬ 
mense gingerbread hearts carried along by you. 
These vary fritm the size of oven tops to that of 
tea-table tops, and are destined for the servants 
of the different houses. The right to receive one 
at Christmas is a principal article in the Bill of 
Rights of all German housemaids. 

The German theory of Christmas presents is 
wholly different from ours. All children are 
taught to believe that the Saviour in his earlier 
years, and as he played with his schoolmates, 
brings them. He is oalied the Christ-Child. 
Every family celebrates the day, and every one 
has its Christmas tree, be it never so poor. In 
families of the middle and higher classes, a 
chamber is set apart, and is kept locked for a few 
days before Christmas eve. The presents are 
carried into this by the person who has the key, 
and is charged with the arrangement of the deco¬ 
rations. Their existence is kept carefully con¬ 
cealed from the young people. 

The Cbrist-Child has a forerunner in the per¬ 
son of the Rumknecht, as he is oalied here, the 
name being a corruption of the Knecht Ruprecht. 
On the Rhine, he is called Pelynickel. In some 
parts of the country he comes several days before, 
but here, not until Christmas eve. He is a dread- 
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ful being, who oomes from the cold regions of 
Russia to Bee whether the children have behaved 
well, can say their prayers, and have learned well 
at school. He is clad in furs, chains clank about 
him as he walks, and his entire face is covered 
with a black and bristly beard. In his right hand 
he carries a rod for the terror of evil boys. After 
the tea-things are put away, the family sit in si¬ 
lent expectation of the arrival of Rupreeht. The 
little children con over the prayers they have 
learned, in order to repeat to him when he comes; 
and fhe older ones reflect on their conduct for 
some weeks past; for, if they have been bad, Rtup- 
recht is sure to know it, and tell them about it. 
At last he comes! His heavy tramp and the 
clank- of his chain are heard on the stairs. He 
enters, and questions the children about their 
learning at school, their behaviour, their prayers; 
commends the good, and threatens the bad with 
his rod. He ends by distributing nuts, fruit, and 
cakes, from a bag which is suspended at liia neck, 
and by telling them that the Christ-Child will 
soon be here with the presents for good children. 

The departure of Rupreeht is the signal for the 
most uproarious glee among the youngsters, and 
for the cracking of nnts end munching of apples. 
Sometimes, the Christ-Child comes the same 
night, sometimes not before the next morning, an 
hour or two before daylight. The hour has been 
told them by Rupreeht,. As it approaches, the 
children are gathered in the dark hall before the 
door of the mysterious chamber to watch for the 
descent of the welcome visiter, and hear the rust¬ 
ling and see the radiance of his white wings. 
This last is difficult, for his flight is very rapid, 
and the children are apt to fancy they have done 
it, when they have only been dazzled by the glare 
of light from the chamber, as the door is suddenly 
thrown open, and reveals a scene of fairy beauty 
and brilliancy. The Christmas tree, with its 
tapering branohes hung with lights reflected from 
golden and silver fruit, and relieved by the 
dark green of the foliage, rises in the centre. 
An angel, suspended from one of the branohes 
by an invisible thread, seems to announce some¬ 
thing—in fact, the birth of Christ, to the shep¬ 
herds, who are tending theirflocks beneath. Birds 
of gaudy plumage fly among the branches. At 
either side are tables richly tapestried, covered 
with showy presents and with lights. The pres¬ 
ents for each one are separate from the others, 
and marked with his name, for the bringer has no 
confusion in what he does. The mirrors and 
richest furniture of the family are so arranged as 
to add to the scenic eifect. This is the supreme 
and joyous moment for the children. The dis¬ 
covery of the presents, the laughter, the tears of 
delight, the bursts of affection from these young 
hearts, are indescribable. 

Allis happy within. The joyous nrohins do 
not see the anxious face of the ragged little boy 
who stands shivering in the street to look In on 
the splendors, which alas ! he is forbidden to ap¬ 
proach. Some years ago, a little boy was frozen 
to death, as he crowded in a side alley, to peep in 
on the Christmas tree of a palace. As he gazed, 
his limbs stiffened with the cold, his earthly vision 
was glazed over, but bis mental was purified, and 
he saw a Christmas tree, all made of bright stars, 
trad which seemed to extend from heaven, over 
the place where he lay, while the Christ-Child 
stood at the top, and beckoned him upward, 
through the avenue of glory. Kind angels bore 
him upward, and he passed bis Chrismas Eve in 
Paradise. • The deserted body was found next 
morning, the little hands clasped, as if in an ec¬ 
stasy of pleasure, and the faoe turned upward, 
and radiant with joy. 

The Christmas tree of the poor is frequently 
nothing but a sprig of the fir, and the presents 
the cheapest toys, or necessary articles of cloth¬ 
ing, reserved to be given at this season. A case 
occurred last year, in Berlin, of a ohild’s faith 
procuring him something more costly. Hg had 
Bet his heart on having a trumpet and some wood¬ 
en soldiers for himself, and a warm cloak for his 
widowed mother, who suffered from the oold. He 
had often fervently prayed the Christ-Child to 
send these things; but his mother, who was per¬ 
plexed by his extravagant desires, which she was 
unable to gratify, told, him his pTayeTS would do 
no good. The boy’s faith was not shaken, but to 
make assuranoe doubly sure, he wrote a letter to 
the Christ-Child, setting forth his wants, and 
more particularly his mother’s. This he put into 
the post office, not doubting of its speedy deliv¬ 
ery. On the long-looked.for evening he put up 
his little sprig of fir, placed near it his mother’s 
black lamp, and, having first kneeled down before 
it, and said over his petition, sat down in a cor¬ 
ner, and, leaning his head on his hands, watched 
for the glittering of the Christ-Child’s wings. 
He had not waited long before the door was 
pushed open, and a man, whose face was con¬ 
cealed, entered, with a basket on his arm. 
This he plaoed on the table, and disappeared. 
The basket contained the toys and oloak prayed 
for. What a happy moment for the mother and 
child ! The Christ-Child had sent the presents, 
bnt through human agenoy. The strange ad¬ 
dress of the letter had caused the post office 
clerks to open it. They had been touched by 
the simple faith of the child, and raised a con¬ 
tribution, to purchase for him what he so ardently 
desired. W. B. 


FROM EUROPE. 


The steamer Europa arrived at Halifax on Fri¬ 
day evening. She sailed from Liverpool on the 
26th January, and brings accounts a fortnight la¬ 
ter thah before received. The Telegraph report 
does not show that she brings any political news 
of interest. 

The price of cotton is still advancing, and the 
sales of the week ending the 25th were 83,000 
bales, of which the trad# took 40,000. 

BeBt Western Canal ilour 23s. 6 i. a 24s.; Phil¬ 
adelphia and Baltimore 25s. a 25s. 6 tl .; new Ohio 
24s. a 25s. Gd .; Indian Corn, white, 31s. a 31s. 6 tl.; 
yellow, 29s. a 29s. 3 d .; mixed, 28s. 6 d. a 29s. 

A melanoboly part of the news is the loss of 
the fine packet ship Hottinguer, together with 
Captain Bursley and twelve of the crew. She 
sailed from Liverpool for New York on the 10th 
of January, with nearly three hundred cabin 
and steerage passengers, together with the cap¬ 
tain and crew, of thirty men and boys, and had a 
very full freight of various descriptions of goods. 
She had only passed as far os Blaekwater Bank, 
which is on the coast of Wexford, when she 
struck on one of those dangerous ledges of rock 
which lie concealed in that quarter. 

It was with extreme difficulty and peril that 
the passengers and seamen were passed into the 
boats, the sea breaking with dreadful violenoe on 
the bank. 

The boats happily succeeded in reaching the 
shore, although with extreme difficulty, from the 
roughness of the sea and the great distance (seven 
miles or more) from the bank to the land. 

France. —Business progresses slowly in the 
Legislative Assembly. The Budget is still in 
committee. The committee had been for some 
time occupied with M. Falloux’s education bill. 
The latest Parisian advices represent Victor Hu¬ 
go as having made a speech against it, whioh was 
applauded with phrensy by the Mountain. The 
debate adjourned amid great excitement. 

The war against the Press continues. The Re- 
forme has been suspended, and La Presse seized. 
The weather throughout France, especially in 
the south, has-been more rigorous than for many 

^ The Buenos Ayres expedition is said to be 
abandoned. 

Prussia. —The threatened dissolution of the 
Cabinet appears to have been avoided by some 
compromise. The King is now disposed to take 
the oath of the Constitution. 

The Erfurt Parliament is declared to be an im¬ 
perious political necessity for Prussia. In Wur- 
temberg there seems to be a change of opinion fa¬ 
vorable to Russian influence. 

The Hanoverian Chamber refuses to recognise 
the Central Commission of Austria and Prussia. 
A Constitution is recommended for Germany. 

Austria is occupied with the numberless con¬ 
stitutions for her Provinces. The Provincial Di¬ 
ets are to be convoked in October, and that of the 
Empire will assemble in 1:851. 

Rome. —It is said that want of money prevents 
the Pope from returning to his Capital, and that 
France has offered funds to his Holiness. The 
Archbishop of Bourges is said to be the bearer 
of this offer, made in the name of the French 
aristocracy. 

Sardinia. —The Sardinian Chamber of Depu¬ 
ties have approved the treaty of peace concluded 
at Milan between the Piedmontese and the Aus¬ 
trians. It is expected the Senate will also ap¬ 
prove it at Berlin. Negotiations for the treaty, of 
peace at Denmark.have been reiewed. 

The Russians having resumed diplomatic rela¬ 
tions with the Porte, it is expected that the Aus¬ 
trians will not be slow to follow. 


FOREIGN MARKETS. 


Liverpool, January 26. 

Bacon .—Holders of new do not nppenr inclined 
to give way in prices, and the stock having be¬ 
come very much reduced, an advance of Is. per 
cwt. has been obtained for low qualities. 

Beef .—The sales are 400 to 500 tierces. Ordi¬ 
nary old brought 50s., good brands of new 75 s. a 
75 s. 6d. 

Pork .—Old prime mess is in demand for export. 
Good new realized 50s. a 55s., very fine 56s. a'58s. 
Shoulders — ordinary are selling at 16s. a 17s.; 
good at 18s. a 19s. Gd .: choice of fine qualities are 
in fair demand. 

Lard .—The transactions have again been ex¬ 
tensive, the sales for the last 14 days being fully 
500 tons, at an advance of Is. per cwt., 35s. now 
the lowest quotation for ordinary refining quali- 


CONGRESS. 

THIRTY-FIRST CONOR ESS-FIRST SESSION. 


February 5th, 6th, and 7 th, 1850. 

SENATE. 

The time of the Senate on the 5th and 6th was 
occupied chiefly with Mr. Clay’s speech on his 
Slavery resolutions. 

On the 5th, during the morning hour, Mr. 
Hale withdrew his amendment to the resolution 
of General Cass respecting diplomatic intercourse 
with Austria, to allow Mr. Foote to submit 
amendments, which General Cass accepted- 
providing for a grant of land to the Hungarian 
refugees, the other proposing that the President 
should intercede with the Government of Turkey 
for the liberation of Kossuth. 

On the 6t£, numerous petitions were presented 
for the reduction of postage. 

Mr. Mangum took occasion to present the pro¬ 
ceedings of a meeting at Wilmington, N. C., de¬ 
nouncing the fanaticism of the North, proposing 
measures for the representation of that State in 
the Nashville Convention, and threatening a dis¬ 
solution of the Union in a certain contingency. 

Mr. Mangum seconded the views presented in 
the report, and denounced all projects of compro¬ 
mise. He regarded the North as the aggressor 
continually, and announced that North Carolii 
was prepared to resist, at all hazards and to the 
last extremity. He would abide the decision of 
his countrymen, and put his old frame upon the 
altar in the common cause. 

[Mr. Mangum, hitherto regarded as a moderate 
man, with some expectations of a Whig nom' 
tion for the Vice Presidency, was exceedingly 
lent on this occasion—as ultra as South Carolina 
and. Mississippi members. He had been an atten- 
tentive listener a few days ).. ® the extrava¬ 

gant speech of Mr. Clingtna»,^5|pLaYing failed, 
by the aid of his new allies, the Democrats, to 
oust Mr. Badger from the Senate, is suspected of 
a design to secure, if possible, the place of Mr- 
Mangum ; who, naturally anxious to retain his 
oomfortable seat, is not willing to have it thought 
that he is a whit behind Mr. Clingtnan in his sup¬ 
port of the extremest pretensions of the South.' 

Mr. Hale. Mr. President, I object to the re¬ 
ception of the paper. I suppose in that case the 
question must firBt be taken on its reception. 

The Vice President. The reception of the 
paper is objected to. The question iB on it 
ception. 

Mr. Hale. I wish to say a word or two on this 
motion. When I first took my seat in the Senate, 
and was charged by my constituents with the pre¬ 
sentation of a petition asking any action or ex¬ 
pressing any sentiments favorable to any action 
on the subject of Blavery in the District of Co¬ 
lumbia, or anywhere else, objection was made to 
its reception, and a motion made to lay the ques¬ 
tion on the table, which motion prevailed. And, 
sir, one of the first individuals who expresed his 
opinion as to the coarse of proceeding in present¬ 
ing petitions or memorials of that character was 
the Senator from North Carolina, who has just 
now taken his seat. He took oocasion, sir, upon 
the presentation of papers of that character by 
myself, to say that up to that time so judieious 
had been the course of the Senate—adopted, 1 
think he said, after consultation among the lead¬ 
ing men on both sides of the chamber—that they 
had come to an understanding that when any 
petition or memorial of that character, looking to 
the action of the Government in any way in rela¬ 
tion to the subject of slavery, was presented, the 
question of reception should be considered as 
raised at once, and a motion made to lay it on the 
table, and thus they got on quietly, peaceably, and 
harmoniously. And he said, too, that he'regret¬ 
ted that there had been such a revolution in any 
remote State of this Union as, by accident, had 
thrown such a firebrand as myself into this Sen¬ 
ate. Well, sir, 1 heard it all, and submitted to it; 
and such haB been the course of the Senate. Thus 
far, every paper looking in the remotest degree 
any action of the Government, or presenting here 
any opinions of individuals adverse to the institu¬ 
tion of Blavery, has, the question of reception 
being raised, been laid on the table. Now, sir, if 
such is the r ule to be applied to us north of Mason 
and Dixon’s line; if it is improper, unconstitu¬ 
tional, and reprehensible, to bring petitions and 
memorials here from the North country expressing 
opinions unfavorable to the institution of slavery, 
I ask if it is not equally proper that petitions and 
memorials coming from south of that line, and 
looking to a different action on the subject, should 
receive the same fate? 1 am not mistaken about 
the character of these resolutions, although they 
are not so definite in their terms as they are when 
appended to the speech of the honorable Senator 
in explanation of them. He says they all look' 
and refer to the agitating questions which no 
divide this country. They declare, sir, that the 
good State of North Carolina, which has had so 
high a eulogium passed upon her, and from which 
I do not feel any wish to detract, that same loyal old 
North State has at last waked up to the aggres¬ 
sions of the North. Sir, 1 wish that the intelli¬ 
gence of North Carolina had given its attention 
to the inquiry, and pointed out what are those 
aggressions. I wish, if it could, that it had laid 
its finger on a single word, letter, or line, that was 
spoken or written at the North, that contemplated 
any aggressive action by this Government on this 


institution. The honorable Senator seemed 
say, and he did say most distinctly, that the South 
in its position only occupied the defensive. I 
confess, sir, I am not so well versed in the diction¬ 
aries as are some gentlemen, but if the course of 
the North on this subject is aggressive, while that 
of the South is defensive merely, I confess I am 
poorly skilled indeed in this chapter of defini¬ 
tions. He says that all they ask at the South is 
“ hands off.” That is all we want at the North, 
sir, “ hands off.” Talk about our being aggres¬ 
sive ! The history of this Government will show 
that the course of the North, from the first insti¬ 
tution of the Government, from the first adoption 
of the Constitution down to the present time, has 
been concession, and concession, until now onr very 
women and children reproach us with the pusil¬ 
lanimity which permits our rights to be trampled 
upon here by the action of this Government. 
We have conceded, and conceded, and yielded, 
until nothing is left to yield ; and now we are told, 
in substance, that if we do not come foward and 
take hold with our own hands, and help in extend- 
ding this institution of slavery—that if we do 
not identify ourselves, soul and body, in all the 
responsibility belonging to its existence, perpetu¬ 
ity, and eternity, we are aggressive, and that the 
Union is to be dissolved. 

I raise the question of reception, and to move to 
lay that question on the table, and I shall vote 
against it. I raise it merely that the Senate may 
have on opportunity of administering the same 
justice to the South that we of the North have 
had to take, whether we would or not. I ask for 
the yeas and nays on the motion. 

Mr. Mangum. Will the Senator withdraw the 
motion to lay on the table for a moment ?. 

Mr. Hale assented. 

Mr. Mangum. I have but one remark to make. 
As to all this affair of concession on the part of 
the North, the merest schoolboy in our history 
knows that there is very littla'iU it. The differ¬ 
ence between this case and those ref. rred to by 
the Senator, where the question of reception is 


the Senator, where the question of reception is 
raised and that motion is laid on the table, is just 
this, and it will be seen that they present two dis¬ 
tinct questions. These memorials from the North 
invoke action on the part of Congress ; these res¬ 
olutions invoke no action whatever. That is the 
distinction. Those from the North ask for an in¬ 
terposition of Congressional action to do—what ? 
What nearly one-half of this Union, if not more, 
believe Congress has no right to do under the 
Constitution. These resolutions are designed as 
a mere notification, and ask no action on the part 
of Congress. 

Mr. Hale. I renew the motion to lay the ques- 
on of reception on the table. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Sen- 
e refused to lay the question of reception on the 
table by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bradbury and Douglas—2. 

Nays—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, 
Bell, Berrien, Borland, Bright, Cass, Chase, 
Clarke, Clay-, Clemens, Cooper, Corwin, Davis of 
Mass ichusetts, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, 
Dickinson, Dodge of Iowa Dodge of Wisconsin, 
Felch, Foote, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Houston, 
Hunter, Jones, King, Mangum, Mason, Miller j 
Morton, Norris, Pearce, Phelps, Pratt, Rusk, 
Sebastian, Seward, Smith, Soule, Spruance, Tur¬ 
ney, Upham, Wales, Walker, and Whitcomb—48. 

The resolutions were then received, laid on the 
table, and the motion to print them referred to 
the Committee on Printing. 

On the 7th, the morning hour was occupied in 
the presentation of petitions. Some of the pro¬ 
ceedings were quite dramatic, as will he seen by 
the following report, which we copy from the 
National Intelligenoer: 

MEMORIALS FOR THE ABOLITION OF SLAVERY. 

Mr. Hale. I have received and been requested 
to present to the Senate the memorial of an asso¬ 
ciation of Friends for promoting the abolition of I 
slavery and improving the condition of the free 
people of oolor, asking Congress to do what they 
may to prevent the increase of slavery, by the 
non-admission of any new States into the Union, 


ments which do not contain organic laws express¬ 
ly prohibiting tbe continuance or establishment 
of slavery within their limits. I move that it be 
referred to the Committee on Territories. 

The Vioe President. Does the memorial come 
within the rule? Does it ask for any action by 
Congress on the subject of slavery ? 

Mr. Hale. I believe it does not. It simply re¬ 
monstrates against the admission of any new slave 
States or Territorial Governments. 

Mr. King. Who is it from ? Is it from 
groes? 

Mr. Hale. I believe the rule does not require 
me to state the complexion of those from whom it 
comes. It is from an association of Friends in 
Pennsylvania. I do not know that they are peo¬ 
ple of color. The memorial states nothing about 
their complexion. 

The Vice President. It is moved that the pe 
tion be received and referred to the Committee 
Territories. 

Mr. Hale. I have also a petition from citizens 
of Collins Centre- 

Mr. Clemens. 1 object to the reception of the 
memorial. 

Mr. Plale. I ask if it is in time. 

The Vice President. The Chair is of opinion 
that it is in time; the question had not been ta- 




Mr. Hale. I ask then for the yeas and nays 
that question. 

Mr. King. I ask that the petition be read. 

The Secretary read it as follows 
To the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of Ayierica: 

The Association of Friends for promoting the 
abolition of slavery and improving the condition 
of the free people of color respectfully represents: 

That the members of the Society of Friends 
have iong maintained the principle that “all men 
are created equal, that all should have equal 
rights and privileges guarantied to them as citi¬ 
zens of a common country.” 

In view of this, they have been led to look at 
the increased extent of onr domain, and of the 
necessity of maintaining over its wide surface such 
equal laws as shall render happiness and security 
to all. The system of slavery, which has so long 
burdened and desolated the Southern portion of 
our land, is viewed by us all with deep concern, 
and the fear presses upon us that in the admission 
of new States into the Union, and the erection of 
New Territories, this terrible evil may be spread 
and perpetuated, thus adding blight to blight, 
with its vast addition of distress, of sorrow, and 


of si 


We, however, ask you, possessing, as yon do, 
the legislative power, to prevent the increase of 
this dreadful evil, by the non-admission of new 
States into the Union or the erection of new Ter¬ 
ritories whose Constitutions or organic laws do 
not contain express prohibitions to the establish¬ 
ment or the continuance of slavery within their 
limits. 

Signed, on behalf of the aforesaid Association, at 
theirmonthly meeting, held in Philadelphia on the 
seventh day of the 11th month, 1849. 

Jacob M. Ellis, ) Clerks 
Lydia Gillingham, j C ™ lKs ' 

The Vice President. The question now is 
the reception of this petition. 

Mr. King. I move to lay that motion on the 
table. 

Mr. Hale. Let us have the yeas and nays, sir. 

The yeas and nays were oidered, and, being 
taken, resulted as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Atchison, Bell, Borland, Brad¬ 
bury, Bright, Cass, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, 
Dawson, Dickinson, Douglas, Downs, Foote, Hous¬ 
ton, Hunter, King, Mangum, Morton, Pearce, 
Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Soule, SturgeoD, Tur¬ 
ney—25. 

Nays—Messrs. Baldwin, Chase, Clarke, Clay, 
Cooper, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Dodge 
of Iowa, Dodge of Wisconsin, Felch, Greene, 
Hale, Miller, Norris, Seward, Smith, Spruance, 
Underwood, Upham, Wales, Walker—21. 

So the motion to receive was laid upon the 

Mr. Hale. I havealso received apetition, numer¬ 
ously signed, from Collins Centre, in the State of 
New York. They ask the attention of Congress 
to several facts which they speeify, among which 
they say that two individuals, of the names of 
Drayton and Say re, are' imprisoned in the Dis¬ 
trict of Columbia, on the false assumption that 
there is a law legalizing slavery in the District of 
Columbia. The remedy which they propose is 
the impeachment of the judges concerned in the 


The second evil of which they complain is the 
action of the Secretary of State in refusing a pass¬ 
port to Mr. Hamilton, a colored person. 

The third evil is that the Marshal of the Dis¬ 
trict of Columbia imprisons persons for no crime 
but that of complexion ; and that if they were of 
different complexion, they would go unmolested. 

The fourth evil is, that there are a great many 
persons in the District who are actually held as 
slaves ; and, inasmuch as there is a widespread 
delusion in the country that Congress has the 
power to legalize slavery, they pray that Con¬ 
gress will hasten to dispel such delusion, by de¬ 
claring that they have no such power, and that 
they will abolish slavery in the District. I have 
no doubt this comes within the rule. 

The Vice President. The question is on the re¬ 
ception of ihe petition. 

Mr. Mangum. I move to lay that question on 
the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Hale. I have received also, and been re¬ 
quested to present to the Senate, a petition from 
a number of ladies of Germantown, Philadelphia 
county, Pennsylvania; and I wish, in order that 
the Senate may understand the character of the 
petition, to read the commencement. They ad¬ 
dress us as “ Dear Friends,” and after setting 
forth the prayer which they put in, they say: 
“ Trusting that you will adopt measures for the 
furtherance of these objeets, we bid you on affec¬ 
tionate farewell.” [Laughter.] 

The petition prays that Congress will prevent 
the introduction of slavery into the Territories, 
and also will abolish it in the District of Co¬ 
lumbia. 

The Vice President. The question will he on 
the reception of the petition. 

Mr. Mangum. I move to lay that question on 
the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Hale. I have also received a petition from 
various citizens of the county of Philadelphia, 
praying that Congross will prohibit the internal 
slave trade so extensively carried on between the 
slave States. 

The Vice President. The Chair is not advised 
whether this petition come within the rule. 

Mr. Hale. I believe it does. 


Mr. Hale. I have another petition from the 
the State of Pennsylvania, and in presenting it, I 
wish to make a single observation. The Chair 
remarked that he did not know that the memorial 
just presented came within the rule. I believe 
there is no rule. 

The Vice President. The usage. 

Mr. Hale. The usage is to receive everything 
from the South, and reject everything from the 
North, without asking what the nature of it is. 
This is a petition from oitizens of the State of 
Pennsylvania, requesting Congress to take meas¬ 
ures for the abolition of slavery within this Dis¬ 
trict. I believe that oomes within the rule. 

On motion, the question of reception was laid 
on the table. 

Mr. Hale. I have also two other petitions 
from Philadelphia, numerously signed, praying 
for the same object. 

Mr. Mangum. 1 move to lay the question of 
reception on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Hale. 1 have also received a petition from 
inhabitants of Pennsylvania and Delaware, sta¬ 
ting that they believe that the Federal Constitu¬ 
tion, in giving its support to slavery, violates the 
Divine law and makes war upon human rights, 
and is inconsistent with republican principles; 
and that the attempt to unite slavery and free¬ 
dom in one body politic has already brought up¬ 
on the country great and manifold evils, and has 
fully proved that no such union can exist but by 
the sacrifice of freedom to the supremacy of sla- 


They respectfully ask Congress to propose 
without delay some plan for the immediate and 
peaceful dissolution of the American Union. 

I trust, as the Senate decided yesterday that it 
was in order to receive resolutions threatening to 
do the same thing forcibly, they will at least re¬ 
ceive a petition asking them to do it peaceably. 

The Vice President. The question will be on 
the reception of this petition. 

The question was put, and the Vice President 
was about to stater the result, when a division was 
called for in several parts of the Chamber. 

Mr. Hale. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. Underwood explained his views upon the 
right of petition. There were two limitations 
upon it—one was, the want of power in the body 
addressed to grant the prayer of the petitioners ; 
the other was, the exemption of the petitioners 
from the operation of the law which they asked 
to be passed. 

Mr. Douglas rose to define his position on the 
question, hut was interrupted by the announce¬ 
ment of the House resolutions on the occasion of 
the death of Mr. Newman. 

Mr. Hunter rose and offered the customary 
resolutions. 

Mr. Clay offered an amendment, that, his death 
having occurred in the vacation of Congress, and 


therefore the Senate does not deem it an dccasion 
for such action as is proper when a death oc 
here during the session of Congress. 

He supported his amendment with reasons 
which seemed to he generally well received by 
the Senate, but, lest it might Beem invidious in 
this ease, he withdrew his amendment. 

The Senate then adjourned. 

[The absurd custom which Mr. Glay opposed, 
will, after this, be-abandoned, we should think.] 

On the 8th, the subject of thejjetition for dis¬ 
solution again came up, and Mr. Douglas pro¬ 
ceeded to define his position, lj^iad always vo¬ 
ted for the most summary dispcfl^i of such pe¬ 
titions, believing their tendency was to aggra¬ 
vate excitement on the slavery question, and 
weaken the bonds of the Union. As to this peti¬ 
tion for dissolution, he would vote for its rejec¬ 
tion. But, he was for a uniform rule on the sub¬ 
ject of petitions touching slavery, let them 
from what quarter they might—North or South. 
He had voted to lay the question of the reception 
of the proceedings of the meeting presented by 
Mr. Mangum on the table, but he was surprised 
that Southern Senators had refused to apply in 
that ease the rule they had so rigidly enforced 
in reference to such matters ooming from the 
North. 

Mr. Sturgeon denounced the petition as spuri¬ 
ous, “ the work of some violent, black-hearted ab¬ 
olitionist.” 

Mr. Dawson. Does the Senator from New 
Hampshire [Mr. Hale] recognise the power, of 


Congress to dissolve this Union, either peaceably 
or forcibly; and if it is desirable to lay the found¬ 
ation for the commencement of such a project, does 
he feel himself, as a patriot, as a Senator repre¬ 
senting a sovereign State, called on to present 
that tremendous question in this body? If he 
believe Congress has that,poiw, then let that 
petition be received ; or if he s timid be instructed 
by his constituents to make the effort, let it then 
be received. Why are we constantly irritated 
here by the presentation of petitions of this kind, 
upon which he knows there can be no action on 
the part of Congress? is it for the purpose of 
irritating one portion of the Union against an¬ 
other, or is it to gratify the feelings of those who 
are said to be fanatical on this subject ? If it be 
neither of these motives, why disturb the peace 
and harmony of this Union, and interrupt the 
legitimate business of this body, by the presenta¬ 
tion of such petitions ? Is it to gratify a personal 
feeling, or what object is there in it ? 

The question about the Union is one that I am 
not now going to discuss. If gentlemen have in¬ 
ward feelings driving them into a desire to dis¬ 
solve this Union, they had better not express 
them here. If they do, let it be done on an occa¬ 
sion when the members of this body can constitu¬ 
tionally express an opinion. 

Mr. Hale. Mr. President, I would have been 
gratified if a little of this admonition had been 
called forth on some other occasion. I have sat 
here during this session, and I have heard this 
Union not only threatened, but its dissolution an¬ 
nounced. I sat yesterday and heard the Senator 
from North Carolina [Mr. Mangum] say, in ref¬ 
erence to a course of legislation which he well 
knew had been adopted by Congress within the 
last two years, that if it was persisted in, he and 
others had placed themselves in a position of re¬ 
sistance to it, in which they would defend them¬ 
selves at every hazard. I have heard it again and 
again declared by Senators ooming from another 
section of the Union, that if Congress should 
adopt certain measures, they would not submit, 
but would resist them at every hazard. Such dec¬ 
larations called forth no rebuke. The Senator 
from Georgia [Mr. Dawson] sat in his seat as 
quietly as I did; but now some people who do 
not hold exactly to that mode of doing business, 
who do not come here threatening and denounc¬ 
ing the Union, believing that Senators are in 
earnest in their threats, ask us to do it peacea¬ 
bly, as they are non-resistant; and all this indig¬ 
nation is worked up and poured out on my head. 
The Senate is called upon to put me down, and 
an appeal is made to know why the Si-nator dared 
to present such a petition. Sir, I dare walk up 
to the line of my constitutional duty, as I under¬ 
stand it. I dare do everything that I believe to 
he constitutional, and the Senate cannot put me 
down until they resolve to put down the constitu¬ 
tional privileges of the State whioh I in part rep¬ 
resent here. 

In regard to this petition, I see nothing irrita¬ 
ting or insulting in it. We have to hear every 
day from the other side of the Chamber very dif¬ 
ferent language from this petition. It has noth¬ 
ing to do with any aotion in reference to slavery— 
it asks that Congress shall propose immediate 
measures for the peaceable dissolution of the 
Union, And let me say, that if the argument set 
forth by the Senator from Georgia [Mr. Dawson] 
to-day, and by the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. 
Underwood] yesterday, is to be the rule by which 
the good people of the United States are to be 
measured, then the right of petition is not worth 
anything, for it amounts to nothing. Those Sen¬ 
ators put it on the ground that I have no right to 
present a petition here for aotion upon a subject 
upon whioh I believed Congress had no power to 
act. That is not my business—not at all. It is 
for the people to judge as to what they shall pe¬ 
tition for, and when the time comes for action, 
then I have the right to judge as to what is the 
power of Congress to grant their prayer. The 
people who petition have the right to judge also 
whether Congress has a right to act, and then, 
when the subject is before us, we have the right 
to judge and decide on the propriety and power 
of Congress to act. 


Mr. Davis of Massachusetts spoke with some 
warmth against the reception of the petition. It 
called upon them to destroy what they were 
sworn to support. 

Mr. Foote expressed his “ cordial acquiescence 

the patriotic Bentiments ” of the Senator from 
Massachusetts. He then spoke of the cojjrse of 
Mr. Hale, attributing it to the merciless oastiga- 
tion he had recently received from a Disunion 
Convention in the city of Boston, in which Mr. 
Garrison and Abby Kelley figured. 

But that I condole so profoundly with the hon¬ 
orable Senator from New Hampshire, on account 
of the compulsion to whioh he is from time to 
■fflne subjected, and the necessity imposed upon 
him of doing many things here which I must hope 
are not entirely agreeable to his own taste, in or¬ 
der to keep up Ms popularity and influence at 
home—that is to say, among the factionists whose 
special agent in this body be undeniably is—I 
should be induced to apply to him and his conduct 
on the present occasion the harshest language and 
crimination. I should be even induced to go far¬ 
ther, and to impose upon him the severest penal¬ 
ties to which a member of this body can be sub¬ 
jected. One thing is certain : it was only a few 
years ago that John Quincy Adams himself was 
very nearly being expelled from the House of 
Representatives for undertaking to present in 
that body such a petition as that now before us. 
Expelled he would certainly have been, but for 
the merciful postponement of action upon the mo¬ 
tion for expulsion, which was accorded to his age 
and former services, and the intermediate rendi¬ 
tion of semi-satisfaetory apologies in one form or 
another. I repeat, that but for the comini erat on 
which I feel for the honorable Senator of New 
Hampshire, constrained, as he evidently considers 
himself to be, to play the wretched part which he 
is now playing as the representative and agent of 
factionists and traitors, I should be not only in¬ 
duced to censure him harshly, hut I should even 
be in favor of enforcing against him the heaviest 
penalties for factional misconduct. Perhaps I 
might even be willing to submit such a motion for 
expulsion myself. As it is, I will not do it. I am 
willing to let the Senator from New Hampshire 
do pretty much as he pleases in relation to this 
whole subject of'slavery. I believe him to be 
really quite innocuous at this time; 1 feel certain 
that his voice here, if it ever had any potentiality, 
has lost it all, and that, were he to talk here forever 
in favor of the abolition of slavery, he would not 
be able to alter the opinions or modify the action 
of a single intelligent human being, eiiher in this 
body or out of it. I shall offer no motion for expul¬ 
sion, and I feel half induced even to take back my 
former threat of hanging him. Yes, sir, I will take 
it back; and I do accordingly declare that I have 
not the least idea of ever hanging the honorable 
gentleman, however offensive his conduct in fu¬ 
ture may be. 1 hope.tbat this formal declaration 
may be effectual to dispel all apprehensions here¬ 
tofore entertained on that point. 

Mr. Hale. I desire to say to the Senator who 
threatens me with the resoluUon of expul- 


, I haveWlxpressly said I 


Mr. Foote. Oh, 
would not do it. “ 

Mr. Hale. That means. I suppose, the law 
doesn’t care for small fish. [Laughter.] I hai 


but a word to say. The Senator thinks the 
speech I made this morning to have been the re¬ 
sult of some castigation I have received from news¬ 
papers. On the same principle, then, it is very 
probable that the speeches we get from him are 
to be attributed to the castigations he has receiv¬ 
ed from the same sources. If so, I appeal to all 
the newspapers and Jetter-writers in the country, 
in the name of the Senate, and of humanity itself, 
not to castigate the Senator from Mississippi any 
more, for in doing so they punish the Senate and 
the world. 

Mr. Foote. I shall make but a short reply 


Whether the Senate is or is not punished by 
in the way suggested, it is at least certain that 1 
do endeavor to inflict more or less of punishment 
upon certain offenders in this body, in behalf of 
whom it is not at all surprising that the gentle¬ 
man from New Hampshire should feel a special 
sympathy. I am willing that the Senate and the 
country shall determine whether the honorable 
gentleman or myself is most censurable upon the 
very delicate point referred to. As to my being in¬ 
stigated to address this body so frequently in the 
manner alluded to, I am glad to have it in my 
power to assure the honorable gentleman that the 
newspapers in my vicinage, and indeed those of 
that whole scotion of - the Union whence I come, 
seem not at all hostile to me. If I am censured 
by them at all, I am not myself aware of it, and, 
so far as I am informed on the subject, my public 
course stands approved, with very slight excep¬ 
tions, indeed, throughout the Southern portion of 
the Confederacy. I do not very well know what 
is said of me elsewhere, nor do I very much care. 
It is certain that I have at no time complained of 
editorial denunciations, and even the letter-writ¬ 
ing tribe have seldom irritated my sensibilities. 
If I speak oftener than there is need of my doing, 
it is perhaps more or less attributed to the cacoc- 
thes loquendi. For the comfort of the honorable 
Senator and his allies here, I could almost wish 
that I could become dumb ; I cannot doubt that 
they would greatly rejoice at being relieved from 
thafc^dread of punishment which sits'now heavily 
upon their sensibilities. When causes of offence 
become less numerous, I hope to be spared the ne¬ 
cessity of speaking so often. When this happy 
state of things shall be brought about, I cannot 

Mr. Chase obtained the floor, hut yielded it for 
the purpose of taking up the special order of the 
day, being the resolutions of General Houston on 
the Slavery Question. 

General Houston spoke for above two hours, 
expressing his devotion to the Union, and his dis¬ 
sent from all movements looking to Disunion. 

Mr. Foote submitted a series of resolutions 
which he intended to offer as an amendment to 
those introduced by Mr. Clay. * 

They assert the full and exolusive power of 
Congress to admit new States into the Union, or 
refuse them admission, at its own discretion; that 
Congress has no power to decide the legal ques¬ 
tion whether slavery does or does not exist in 
the Territories; that no reliable information had 
been received authorizing any opinion as to the 
probability or improbability of slavery obtaining 
a foothold in the Territories; that Territorial 
Governments ought to be framed without any re¬ 
striction as to slavery ; that California ought not 

be admitted with a Territorial surface extend¬ 
ing below 36° 30', ought not to be admitted at all, 
if the Chief Executive oan be proved to have used 
any unconstitutional or coercive action in pro¬ 
moting the formation of a State Constitution 
therein, and ought not in any case to be admitted, 
unless provision at the same time be made for the 
erection of a new slave State within the bounda- 
of Texas; that the western boundary of 
Texas is already fixed on the Rio del Norte; that 
Qongress cannot properly or justly legislate for 
the abolition of slavery within the District of Co¬ 
lumbia, unless with the consent of all the slave¬ 
holding States; that it is inexpedient to legislate 
at present in regard to th.e slave trade in the Dis- 
; that Congress cannot touch the inter-State 
slave trade; that more effeotual provision ought 

be made for the recapture of fugitive slaves. 

The Senate soon after adjourned over till 
Monday. 


o most happily 


| tion, both North and South, 
adapted to the oocasion, 

I think, sir, that the course thus indicated is 
the right course. It is founded upon a correct 
apprehension of the natnre of the right of peti- 
tion, and the true duty of legislative bodies in 
respect to such petitions as that now before us. 

I do not concur with those honorable-Senators 
who have seen fit to disparage the the right of peti¬ 
tion as a “ poor right,” “ a right to beg.” It is the 
inestimable right guarantied by the Constitution 
to the people of making known, in proper form, 
their wishes to the Legislature. It is called, in¬ 
deed, in the Constitution, the right of “petition.” 
“ Petition ” is the,vrprd used. But what is meant? 
NotauppIicati<^,e$j8|inly; but the right of the 
people to express].*, i?:-views upon any subject of I 
interest to the'a^jMB^o ask such aotion as they 
desire. The worif “ petition ” is used in the 
sense that belongs to it when used in judicial pro¬ 
ceedings. It describes an application in writing. 
It may be an application for that which is de- 
mandable as an absolute right, or that whioh the 
tribunal or body addressed may grant or deny at 
discretion, or that which cannot be granted at all, 
for want of power to grant or to act upon the sub¬ 
ject of the application. But it is for the people, 
to whom the right of petition belongs, to deter¬ 
mine for themselves upon what occasions they 
will exercise it; and when they have determined, 
and have exercised it, and their petitions are pre¬ 
sented here, or in any other legislative body, 
they should be received. To refuse to receive 
them is, in my judgment, an infringement upon 
their right. When once received, they may be 
disposed of as seems fit, in any way consistent 
with a fair and respectful hearing. To stop 
short of this—to refuse to receive a peti- 
i—to say to the petitioners, “ you shall not be 
heard ”—is an invasion of their constitutional 
privilege. Sir, we cannot abridge that privilege 
by law. It is not in the power of both branches 
of Congress combined to abridge that privilege 
by law; much less oan we abridge it by —— 


Nor, Mr. President, does it seem to me wise 
denounce as madmen those who come here—t 
matter whether from yt from the 

South — no matter wheM^-tifei^petitii 
'presented by the Senator from North Carolina 
or the Senator from New Hampshire—to ask 
for aotion preparatory to a dissolution of the 
Union. They are mistaken men, but, I hope, not 
mad. They ask for action which we have no con¬ 
stitutional power to take, and which we ought not 
to take if we had the power. They are mistaken 
if they think we have the power. They are mis¬ 
taken if they think that the power, if we had it, 
should be exercised. They depict—the South¬ 
erners as well as the Northerners—and no doubt 
truly according to their respective ideas of them, 
the grievances whioh they desire to have redress¬ 
ed ; but they have mistaken the remedy. It is not 
to be found in a dissolution of the Union. The 
petitioners from the North, who desire a dissolu¬ 
tion of the Union, desire that whioh, if accomplish¬ 
ed, would in no degree advance their purposes. 
The petitioners or resolutionists from the South, 
who contemplate disunion, look to that which, if j 
attained, would overwhelm all their hopes in ut- 

I regret, Mr. President, that, upon the motion 
to receive the petition now presented, we are not 
to have the vote of the honorable Senator from 
Illinois, [Mr. Douglas ] Pie apprehends, clearly 
enough, the line of discrimination established 
here. The question of reception was made upon 
the petition presented a day or two Binoe by the 
Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. Mangum.] 
That petition, like this, looked towards a dissolu- 
of the Union; yet the Senate decided to re- 
e it almost unanimously. There were but two 
is against reception. One of these votes was 
given by the honorable Senator from Illinois, 


Wednesday, February 6, 1850. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Resolutions on motion of Mr. Thurston were 
adopted, instructing the Committee on Post 
Roads to inquire into the expediency of establish¬ 
ing certain mail routes in Oregon Territory. 

The rules were suspended to allow the States 
and Territories not heretofore called upon for 
resolutions, to be now called upon. 

Mr. Buel introduced a hill to grant land to the 
Hungarian refugees, which was read twice and 
referred to the Committee on the Pnblio Lands. 

Mr. Kaufman offered resolutions denying the 
power of Congress to curtail the boundaries of a 
State, and the power of the Supreme Court to 
settle controversies between States and Territo¬ 
ries.' It lies over. 

Resolutions introduced by Mr. Thurston, re¬ 
specting the possessory rights of the Pludson Bay 
Company, &c., were referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. Several other resolutions re¬ 
lating to the interests of Oregon Territory, intro¬ 
duced by the. same delegate, were referred to ap¬ 
propriate committees. 

The joint resolution of the Senate for the pur¬ 
chase of the_ manuscript copy of Washington’s 
Farewell Address was taken up. A motion to 
amend by limiting the sum to be expended to 
$1,000 was voted down. 

Mr. Inge was opposed to the resolution. The 
spirit of that address was no longer the spirit of 
the nation, 

Mr. Stephens warmly advocated it, for the very 
reason that a seotional spirit had crept in among 
us. He admonished the North that by reading 
that address, they might be led to lay aside their 
aggressive designs on the South. 

The resolution was at last adopted, 103 to 45. 

The House then resumed the joint resolution 
in relation to limiting the expenses of collecting 
the revenue, and Mr. Morton of Virginia made 
ultra pro-slavery speech of an hour. 

The House soon after adjourned. 


Thursday, February 7, 1850. 

After the usual morning business, the House, 
on motion of Mr. Bayly, resolved to close all de¬ 
bate on the joint resolution from the Senate con¬ 
cerning the revenue, to-morrow at 2 o’clock, and 
then resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on said resolution. 

A debate took place, in which Messrs. Vinton, 
Jones, Winthrop, and Toombs, participated; the 
Committee then rose, and 

The House adjourned. 


Friday, February 8, 1850. 

The House in Committee of the Whole resumed 
the consideration of the subject. At 2 o’clock the 
debate closed, and, after a speech from Mr. Bayly, 
the Committee proceeded to vote on varions amend¬ 
ments, adopting none but the following, offered by 
Mr. Vinton: 

“ Strike out all of the first section after the en¬ 
acting clause, and insert: 

“ That the operation of so much of the act ap¬ 
proved March 3,1849, entitled ‘ An act requiring 
all moneys receivable from customs and all other 
sources to be paid immediately into the Treasury, 
without abatement or reduction, and for other 
purposes,’ as provides that the expenses of collect¬ 
ing the revenue from customs shall not exceed the 
sum of one million five hundred and sixty thousand 
dollars per annum, together with such sums as, 
nnder the law, are paid into the Treasury for 
dray age, cartage, labor, and storage, be suspended 
until the close of the present session of Congress, 
unless Congress shall sooner act on. the subject.” 

The Committee then rose, and the House ad¬ 
journed over till Monday. 


Monday, February 11, 1850. 

SENATE. 

The question of the reception of the petition 
for a dissolution of the Union was again taken 
up, and a debate ensued, in which Messrs. Chase, 
Hale, Dayton, Cass, Webster, Davis, Butler, 
Cooper, Clemens, and Seward, took part. 

The question was then pnt on the reception of 
the petition, and it was lost, Messrs. Chase, Hale, 
and Seward, alone voting in the affirmative, and 
fifty-one Senators in the negative. 

We shall present a view of this debate in our 
next. 

Mr. Chase. When I yielded the floor, on Fri¬ 
day, to the distinguished Senator from Texas, 
[Mr. Houston,] I was about to say, that the course 
which I proposed to take upon the question before 
ns had a precedent in the action of tbe Legisla¬ 
ture of my own State. In both branches of that 
Legislature, Mr. President, have petitions on this 
subject been presented. They have in both 
branches been disposed of by reference. 

In the House of Representatives, during the 
I think, a petition of this 


last session, I think, a petition of this sort was 
received, and was referred, and an elaborate and 
able report, against acting upon the prayer of 
the petitioners, was the result. At an earlier pe¬ 
riod, a similar petition was presented in the Senate 
of Ohio, and was received, referred, and reported 
upon. The report then submitted has since been 




conformity with the usage to whioh he adheres, of 
denying reception to all petitions on this subject, 
or touching in any way the great question of Sla¬ 
very, whether they come from the North or the 
South. But after the honorable Senator saw, as 
he did see, that the usage to which he adhered 
was to be disregarded, and that, instead of it, 
there was to be a mere invidious sectional dis¬ 
crimination in respect to the reception 0? petitions, 

I did hope that he would be inclined to give to 
petitions from the North the same benefit of hear¬ 
ing whioh the Senate, by a vote so nearly unani¬ 
mous, accorded to petitions from the South. 

I regret, also, that we are not to have the vote 
of the Senator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Stur¬ 
geon] 1 am sorry he could not see in the petition 
from North Carolina, for the reception of which 
he did vote, the hateful characteristics which he 
sees in this, which comes from oitizens of his own 
State. I congratulate the Senator, however, on 
the applause which his discrimination has drawn 
from honorable Senators on the Whig side of the 
Chamber, and particularly from the Senator from 
Georgia, [Mr. Dawson.] 

The Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Davis,] 
too, avows his purpose to vote against the recep¬ 
tion of this petition, although he voted for the re¬ 
ception of the petition from North Carolina, I 
sorry for this; but he, too, has his commenda- 
a and his commender. While the Senator 
from Georgia [Mr. Dawson] bestows the meed of I 
approbation upon the Senator from Pennsylvania, 
[Mr. Sturgeon,] the Senator from Mississippi 
[Mr. Foote] baptizes with his applause the Sena¬ 
tor from Massachusetts. 

1 have already said that I have no objection to 
ceiving this petition, and laying it on the table, 
was done with the one from North Carolina, 
am quite willing that both petitions should be 
referred to a committee, with such instructions aB 
the Senate may see fit to give. But I protest 
against discrimination. Let every respectful pe¬ 
tition presented here, no matter from what quar¬ 
ter it oomes, meet with the reception due to the 
representations of the people addressed to their 
representatives. Lot them be received. If the 
Senate entertains, in regard to the objects for 
which they pray, opinions so unanimous, so fixed, 
and so unalterable that reference would be use¬ 
less, let them be laid upon tbe table; or if it be 
thought desirable, for the sake of satisfying the 
petitioners and the country, to answer the pe¬ 
tition by a statement of reasons why its prayer 
cannot or should not be granted, let it be refer- 


In most things, Mr. President, it will give 
pleasure to follow the examplp of gentlemen from 
whom I am now compelled to differ. But in this 
matter I think it safer and better to follow the ex¬ 
ample which has been set before me by the Legis- 
ture of my State. That example is in favor of 
receiving this petition, and denying its prayer. 
With the people of Ohio the right of petition is 
sacred, and sacred also is the union of the States. 

I shall vote, therefore, for the reception of this 
petition ; and I shall, also, on every oocasion, by 
my vote and by my action, prove that I am, s 
Ohio is, for the Union and against dissolution. 

Mr. Berrien then addressed the Senate on tl 
resolutions of Mr. Clay, taking occasion to urge 
tbe claims of the South. Without closing, he 
gave way for a motion to go into Executive ses- 




The House was occupied with action upon the 
joint resolutions in relation to limiting the expen¬ 
ses of collecting the revenue. The amendments 
adopted in Committee of the Whole were 
jected. 

Mr. Preston King then moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the main question had been 
dered, and pending the motion, the House ad¬ 
journed. 


LATE FROM CALIFORNIA. 


The steamship Empire City, Capt J. D. Wil- 
in, arrived at her wharf last night, about 12 
o’clock. She left Chagres on Saturday, the 26th 
January last, and arrived at Jamaica on Tuesday, 
the 29th, at 3 o’clock, and left there the following 
day, at 3 o’clock. 


Governor—Peter H. Burnett, 

Lieutenant Governor—John iVloDougal. 

United States Senators—John C. Fremont and 
William M. Gwin. 

Representatives to Congress—Geo. W. Wright 
and Edward Gilbert. 

Secretary of State—William Van VoorhieB. 

Treasurer—Richard Roman. 

Comptroller—J. S. Houston. 

Attorney General—Ed. J. C. Kewen. 

Surveyor General—Charles J. Whiting. 

Chief Justice—S. C. Hastings. 

Associate Justices—H. A. Lyon and Nathaniel 
Bennett. 

The new Legislature met at the Capital, at 
San Jose, on the 15th instant. 

Almost every successful candidate was a Demo¬ 
crat, and it is estimated that at least three-fourths 
of the whole American population in California-1 
is Democratic. Of the fifty-four members of the 
Legislature, forty-seven are Democrats. In con¬ 
sequence of the election of Bennett, one of the 
Senators, as an Associate J ustice of the Supreme 
Court, and of William Yan Voorhies, one of the 
Assemblymen, to the office of Secretary of State, 
a new election -was ordered for the 8th ultimo. 
David P. Broderick, of New York, was the prom¬ 
inent and doubtless the successful candidate for 
the vacant Senatorship. 

Mr. Gilbert, the editor of the Alta California, 
who is now on his way to Washington, as one of 
the new Representatives to Congress, sent to his 
paper, from San Jose, the following, as the official 
canvass of the State. The total vote for Govern- 


14,313. The whole number of votes given af 
polls in the State, was, therefore, fully 15,000 

The Empire City brings most of the passen 
and freight of the Oregon, which left San F 
cisco on the 1st of January and arrived at P 
ma on the 20th, in 18 days. Among the pas 
gers of the Oregon were Colonel John C. Free 
and Dr. William M. Gwin, the Senators < 
from California; G. W. Wright and Edward 
hert, t|m members elect to Congress; the Hot 
ButlerTCing; E. H. Harrison, Esq, late Colie 
of the port of San Francisco ; Colonel Allen, 
general mail agent of the United States in C 
fornia, and many other notabilities—all of wl 
with the exception of Messrs. Fremont and G" 
have arrived in the Empire City. Mr. Fren 
was detained at tKe Isthmns in consequence of 
dangerous illness of Mrs. Fremont, on whom 
fatigues of her journey had aggravated the ( 
gers incident to her approaching confinement, 
was doubtful whether she would be able to ]< 
the Isthmus in the Falcon or the Cherokee, 1 
of which vessels arrived at Chagres the day 
Empire City left. 

Dr. Gwin was to sail in the Falcon, thal 
might visit his family in Mississippi before 
barking for Washington. [He has arrived her 
Ed. Era.] 

Colonel Allen visits the United States in 
to report upon the imperfections of the mail 
tem of California, and to supply the Departn 
directly with such information as will en 
them to perfect the system for the interior, w] 
is now entirely inefficient and unprofitable. 

Mr. Wright, the member of Congress e] 
from California, is a native of Nantucket, 
went to California about a year ago, whence 1 
returned to Congress by a constituency compi 
of a larger number of Nantucket people than 
voted for Mr. Grinnell, the present membe: 
Congress from the Nantucket District. 
Wright is about thirty years of age, and, with 
brothers, is largely interested in the prospe 
of California. 

Mr. Gilbert, his colleague, was formerly a p 
ter in the Albany Argus office. He went ou 
California in the New York Regiment, uu 
Colonel J. D. Stevenson ; and when it dieban 
he started the Alta California newspaper; 
by the faithful and prudent management of t 
journal, has acquired for it the reputation of 
ing the organ of the Democratic party in Cali 
nia, and has made it already one of the most 1 
uable newspaper properties in the United Sta 
Mr. Gilbert is only about thirty years of age. 

Brigadier General Riley has issued a gem 
order, recognising the supremacy of a State G 
ernment under the new Constitution, and re 
quishing all the civil power whioh he had j 
riously exercised. 

Some two hundred of the passengers of the I 
pire City bring specimens of gold from Califor: 
varying in amounts from three to thirty tb 
sand dollars each, which they have arranged 
cording to their tastes, in ways to illustrate 
peculiar mineral resources of the new Territc 
and the modes in which they are thus far de 1 
oped ; and whioh will dispel any doubts about' 
inestimable wealth of the Californias which n 
lurk in the minds of the most skeptical. 

The Empire City brings over 2.000,000 of t 
lars in gold dust, of which $1,200,000 is on freig 
There are about one million of dollars in g 
in the passengers’ hands, making, in the agg 
gate, about $2,200,000, which is more than ta 
as much gold as ever was carried before to 
city of New York in any one bottom. 

A disastrous fire occurred at San Francisco, 
the morning of the 24th, originating in Dec 
son’s Exchange. It raged till 12 o’clock, and 
suited in the destruction of about $1,000,000 wo 
of property, estimated at California prices. 


A CARD. 


House of Representatives, 
Thursday, February 7, 185t 
Dr. Bailey : You have done me great injugi 
your editorial in the National Era of to-d 
though doubtless unintentionally. Yon say t 
I “ voted with the Slavery Extensionists to lay 
principles of the Declaration of Independe 
upon the table.” But you neglect to inform yi 
readers that I voted to sustain Mr. Rpot’s pract 
resolution, instructing the Committee on Tei 
tories to report Territorial bills excluding e 
very. When Mr. Giddinga’s resolution was int 
duced, being Immediately after Mr. Root’s ] 
been voted down, it was readily anticipated t 
a similar fate awaited the former. I voted the 
fore with the majority to lay Mr. G.’s resolut 
on the table, mainly for the purpose, of reservint 
myself the right to move, the next day, a reconsidt 
tion of the vote. Accordingly, the next morain 
endeavored, as is well known to many members \ 
the Speaker, to obtain the floor for that purpi 
and was prepared to offer the following additio 
resolution as an amendment: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Territoi 
be instructed to report a bill or bills for the G 
ernment of the territory obtained by treaty vi 
Mexico, California excepted, recognising and 
curing the rights aforesaid. * 

But, as the Journal will show, the floor 1 
given to a member from Virginia, (by previ 
arrangement between himself and the Speak 
to permit him to announce the death of his pre 
cessor; and, as is usual in such cases, the Ho 
immediately adjourned. I therefore wait sc 
other opportunity to ask of the House renet 
action on the matters involved in the resolutic 
if such action is not asked by older members. 

Graham N. Fitci 


TO TRUSTEES OF DISTRICT SCHOOLS. 

AGENTS WANTED. 

To all persons interested in the diffusion of us 
knowledge—valuable books for public, private, 
district school libraries. 


SEARS’ PICTORIAL LIBRARY, 

X WELVE Tglnmea, kirge octavo, substantially bourn 


Dear Sir : I have not had time, amid other engagemi 
r a v*ry thorough examination of the series of Picti 


and useful Family Books pin 
and worthy of a place in onr _ 


From the Hon . Christopher Morgan, Secretary of State 
Superintendent qf Common Schbols. 

State op New York, Seore 






ools, Albany, April 10, 
?eries of Pictorial Work 
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School Libraries of this State. 

CHRISTOPHER MORGA 

Mr. Robert Sears. 

Recommendation of Hon. Robert H. Prurpi, Gabriel P 


Alonzo Johnson, Com 
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York, prepared for D1S TRICT SCHOOL LIBRARi 


ommended for the Libraries, are as follows: A New 
Popular Pictorial Description of the United Slates—I 
rial History of the American Revolution — Scenes 
Sketches of Continental Europe — Description of C 
Britain and Ireland—Pictorial Fami y Annual— tree 
of Knowledge—Information for the People— The Fa 
Instructor—Pictorial Sunday-Book—Bible Biography- 
ble History —Second Series of the Wonders of the iro> i 
ROBERT H. PKUYN, Chuirrm 
GABRIEL P. DISOSWAY. 
JAMES D. BUTTON - . 

JAMES W. BEEKMAN. 
ALONZO JOHNSON. 


AGENTS WANTED in 
u sell the above works. To men 


application, either personall 
all cases be paid. Please adciies* 

ROBERT SEAKS, 128 Nassai 


To Publishers of Newspapers throughout the Si 
of Nm York: 

{gg- Newspapers espying this advertisement entire, 
lisplayed, as above, without any alteration or abndgn 
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[eONTINtTKD FROM FIRST PASE.j 

ficiently large, with her consent, hereafter to carve 
out of it some two or three additional States, when 
the condition of the population may render it ex¬ 
pedient to make new States.' Sir, is there not in 
this resolution concession, liberality, justice ? 
But this is not ail that we propose to do. The 
second resolution proposes to pay off ascertain 
amount of the debt of Texas. A blank is left in 
the resolution, because I have not heretofore been 
able to ascertain the amount. 

We propose to offer her in this seoond resolu¬ 
tion a sum whioh the worthy Senator from Texas 
thinks will not be less than three millions of dol¬ 
lars—the exact amount neither he nor I can fur¬ 
nish, not having the materials at hand upon which 
to base a statement. Well, sir, you get this large 
boundary and three millions of your debt paid. 1 
shall not repeat t he argument which I urged upon 
a former occasion, as to the obligation of the Uni¬ 
ted StateB to pay a portion of this debt, but I was 
struck the other day, upon readiDg the treaty of 
limits, first between the United States and Mex¬ 
ico, and next the treaty of limits between the 
, United States and Texas, to find, in the preamble 
of both of those treaties, a direct recognition of 
the principle from whioh I think springs our obli¬ 
gation to pay a portion of this debt, for the pay¬ 
ment of which the revenue of Texas was pledged 
before her annexation. The principle asserted in 
the treaty of limits with Mexico is, that whereas 
by the treaty of 1819, between Spain and the 
United States, a limit, was fixed between Mexico 
and the United States, Mexico comprising then a 
portion of the possessions of the Spanish Govern¬ 
ment. Although Mexico was at the date of the 
treaty severed from the Crown of Spain, yet she, 
as having been a part of the possessions of the 
Crown of Spain when the treaty of 1819 was 
made, was bound by that treaty as much as if it 
had been made by herself instead of Spain—in 
other words, that the severance of no part of a 
common empire can exonerate either portion of 
that empire from the obligations contracted when 
the empire was entire and unsevered. And, sir, 
the same principle is asserted in the treaty of 
1838, between Texas and the United States. The 
principle asserted is, that the treaty of 1828 be¬ 
tween Mexico and the United States having been 
made when Texas was a part of Mexico, and that 
now Texas being dissevered from Mexioo, she 
nevertheless remains bound by that treaty as 
much as if no such severance had taken place. 
In other words, the principle is this—that when 
an independent Power creates an obligation or 
debt, no subsequent political misfortune, no sub¬ 
sequent severance of the territories of that Power, 
can exonerate it from the obligation that was cre¬ 
ated whilst an integral and independent Power ; 
in other words, to bring it down and apply it to 
this specific case—that, Texas being an independ¬ 
ent Power, and having a right to make loans and 
to make pledges, having raised a loan and pledg¬ 
ed specifically the revenues arising from the cus¬ 
toms to the public creditor, the public creditor be¬ 
came invested with a right to that fund ; and it is 
a right of which he could not be divested by any 
other act than one to which his own consent was 
given—it could be divested by no political change 
which Texas might think proper to make. In 
consequence of the absorption ormergingof Texas 
into the United States, the creditor, being no par¬ 
ty to the treaty Which was formed, does not lose 
his right—he retains his right to demand the ful. 
filment of the pledge that was made upon this 
specific fund, just as if there had not been any 
annexation of Texas to the United States. That 
was the foundation upon which I arrived at the 
conclusion expressed iu the resolution—that the 
United States having appropriated to themselves 
the revenue arising from the irhports, which rev¬ 
enue had been pledged to the creditor of Texas, 
the United States as an honorable and just Power 
ought now to pay the debt for whioh those duties 
were solemnly pledged by a power independent 
in itself and competent to make the pledge. Well, 
sir, I think that when you consider the large 
boundary which is assigned to Texas—and when 
you take into view the abhorrenoe—for I think I 
am warranted in using this expression—with 
which the people of New Mexioo east of the Rio 
Grande will look upon any political connection 
with Texas—and when, in addition to this, you 
take into view the large grant of money that we 
propose to make, and our liberality in exonerating 
her from a portion of her public debt, equal to 
that grant—when we take all these circumstances 
into consideration, I think I have presented a case 
in regard to which I confess I shall be greatly 
surprised if the people of Texas themselves, when 
they oome to deliberate upon these liberal offers, 
hesitate a moment to accede to them. 

I have now got through with what I had to say 
in reference to this resolution, and if the Senator 
from Mississippi wishes it, 1 will give way for a 
motion for adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Foote, the further considera¬ 
tion of the resolutions was postponed until to¬ 
morrow ; and, on motion, 

The Senate adjourned. 

iWEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 1850. 

Mr. Clay resumed and concluded his speech as 
follows: 

Mr. President: If there be in thjs vast assem¬ 
blage of beauty, grace, elegance, and intelligence, 
any who have come here under the expectation 
that the humble individual who now addresses you 
means to attempt any display, or to use any am¬ 
bitious language, any extraordinary ornaments 
or decorations of speech, they will be utterly dis¬ 
appointed. This season of the year, and my own 
season of life, both admonish me to abstain from 
the use of any such ornaments; but, above all, 
Mr. President, the woful subject upon which it is 
my duty to addresB the Senate and the country 
forbids ray saying anything but what appertains 
strictly to that subject; and my sole desire is to 
make myself, with seriousness, soberness, and 
plainness, understood by you, and by those who 
think proper to listen to me. 

When, sir, yesterday, the adjournment of the 
Senate took place, at that stage of the discussion 
of the resolutions which I have submitted which 
related to Texas and her boundaries, I thought I 
had concluded the whole subject; but I was re¬ 
minded by a friend that perhaps I was not suffi¬ 
ciently explicit upon a single point; and that is, 
the relation of Texas to the Government of the 
United States, in regard to that portion of the 
debts of Texas for which I think a responsibility 
exists upon the part of the Government of the 
United States. Sir, it was said that it might 
perhaps be understood that in the proposed grant 
of three millions—or whatever may be the sum 
when it may be ascertained—to Texas, in con¬ 
sideration of her surrender of her title to New 
Mexico, on this side of the Rio Grande, in that 
grant we merely discharge the obligations which 
exist upon the part of the Government of the 
United States, in consequence of the appropria¬ 
tion of the imports receivable in the ports of 
Texas while she was an independent Power. But 
that is not my understanding, Mr. President, of 
the subjeot, as between Texas and the United 
States. I pass to the next resolution in the Beries 
which I had the honor to submit. It relates, if I 
am not mistaken, to this District: 

5 Resolved, That it is inexpedient to abolish 
slavery in the District of Columbia, whilst that 
institution continues to exiBt in the State of 
Maryland, without the consent of that State, 
without the consent of the people of the Distriot, 
and without just compensation to the owners of 
slaves within the District. 

Mr. President,, an objection was made to this 
resolution by some honorable Senators upon the 
other side of this body, that it did not contain 
an assertion of the unoonstitutionality of the ex- 
eroiee of the power of abolition on the part, of 
, Congress, with regard to this District. I said 
then, as I have uniformly maintained in this 
body, as I contended in 1838, and ever have done, 
that the power to abolish slavery in the District 
of Columbia has been vested in Congress by lan¬ 
guage too clear and explicit to admit, in my judg¬ 
ment, of any rational reply whatever. 

What, sir, is the language of the Constitu¬ 
tion? Congress shall have power— 

CI To exercise exclusive legislation in all cases 
whatsoever over such district, not exceeding ten 
miles square, as may, by cession of particular 
States, and the acceptance of Congress, become 
the seat of Government of the United States.” 

Now, sir, Congress, by this granting of power, 
is invested with all legislation whatsoever over 
the District. Not only is it here invested, but it 
is exclusively invested, with all legislation what¬ 
soever over the District. Now, sir, can we opn- 
ceive of any language more particular and com¬ 
prehensive than that which invests a legislative 
body with exclusive power in all oases whatso¬ 
ever of legislation over a given district of terri¬ 
tory or country ? Let me ask, sir, is there any 
power to abolish slavery in this District ? Let 
me suppose, in addition to what I suggested the 
other day, that slavery had been abolished in 
Maryland and in Virginia; let me add to that 
supposition that it was abolished in all the States 
in the Union: is there any power, then, to abol¬ 
ish slavery within the .District of Columbia, or 
is slavery planted here to all eternity, without 
the possibility of the exercise of any legislative 
power for its abolition ? It cannot be invested 
in Maryland, because the power with which Con¬ 
gress is invested is exclusive. Maryland, there¬ 
fore, is excluded, as all the other States of the 
Union are excluded. It is here, or it is nowhere. 
This was the view which I took in 1838 ; and I 
think there is nothing in the resolution which I 
offered upon that occasion incompatible with the 
view which I now present, and which this resolu¬ 
tion contains. While I admitted the power to 
exist in Congress, and exclusively in Congress, 
to legislate in all cases whatsoever—and conse¬ 
quently in the case of the abolition of slavery 
within this District, if it deemed it proper to do 
so—I admitted upon that occasion, as I contend 
now, that it was a power which Congress cannot, 


in conscience and good faith, exercise while the 
institution of slavery continues Within the State 
of Maryland. The question, sir, is a good deal 
altered now from w hat it was twelve y ears ago, 
when the resolution to which I allude was adopt¬ 
ed by the Senate. Upon that ocoasion, Virginia 
and Maryland were both concerned in the exer¬ 
cise of the power; but in the retrocession of the 
portion of the District, which lies south of the 
Potomac, Virginia has become no more interested 
in the question of the abolition of slavery in the. 
rest of the District than any other slaveholding 
State In the-Union is interested in its abolition. 
The question now is conjped to Maryland. I 
said upon that occasion, ft ansithough the power 
was complete and perfect, and the right to abol¬ 
ish slavery, yet that it was a thing which never 
could have entered into the conception of Mary¬ 
land or Virginia, that slavery would be abolished 
here while slavery continued to exist in eilher 
of those two ceding States. I said, moreover, sir, 
what the granting of the power itself indicates, 
that, although exclusive legislation in all cases 
over the District was invested by Congress within 
the ten mileB square, it was to make it the seat of 
Government of the United States. That was 
the great, paramount, substantial object of the 
grant. And, in exercising all the powers with 
which We are invested, complete and full as they 
may be, yet the great purpose of the concession 
having been to create a suitable seat of Govern¬ 
ment, that ought to be the leading and controlling 
idea with Congress in the exercise of this power. 
And inasmuch as it is not necessary, in order to 
render it a proper and suitable seat of Govern¬ 
ment. of the United States, that slavery should be 
abolished within the limits of the ten miles 
square, and inasmuch as, at the time of the ces¬ 
sion. in a spirit of generosity, immediately after 
the formation of this Constitution, when all was 
peace, and harmony, and concord—when brother¬ 
ly affection, fraternal feeling, prevailed through¬ 
out this whole Union—when Maryland and Vir¬ 
ginia, in a moment of generous impulse, and with 
feelings of high regard towards the principles of 
this Union, chose tljttanke this grant—neither 
party could have siJspected that at some distant 
and future period, after the agitation of this un¬ 
fortunate subjeot, their generous grant, without 
equivalent, was to be turned ngninst them, and 
that the sword was to be lifted, as it were, to their 
bosoms, to strike at their own hearts. This im¬ 
plied faith, this honorable obligation, this honesty 
and propriety of keeping in constant view, the 
object of the cession—these were the considera¬ 
tions whioh, in 1838, urged me, as they now in¬ 
fluence me, in the preparation of the resolution 
which I have submitted for your consideration. 
Now, as then, I do think that Congress,_ as an 
honorable body, acting bona fide in good faith, ac¬ 
cording to the nature, and purpose, and objects of 
the cession at the time it was made, and looking 
at the condition of the ceding States at this time— 
Congress cannot, without forfeiture of all those 
obligations of honor which men of honor, and 
nations of honor, will respeot as much as if they 
were found literally, in so many words, in the 
bond itself, interfere with the institution of sla¬ 
very in this District, without a violation of all 
those obligations, not in my opinion less saored or 
less binding than if they had been inserted in the 
constitutional instrument itself. 

Welt, sir, what does the resolution propose ? 
The resolution neither affirms nor disaffirms the 
constitutionality of the exercise of the power of 
abolition in the Distriot. It is silent upon the 
subjeot. It says that, it is inexpedient to do it, 
but upon certain conditions. And what are those 
conditions ? Why, first, that, the State of Mary¬ 
land shall give its consent; in other words, that, 
the State of Maryland shall release the United 
Status from the obligation of that implied faith 
which, I contend, is connected with the act of 
cession by Maryland to the United States. Whll, 
Bir, if Maryland, the. only State now that ceded 
any portion of the territory which remains to us. 
will consent—in other words, if she releases Con¬ 
gress from the obligation growing out of the ces¬ 
sion with regard to slavery—I consider, sir, that 
that would remove one of the obstacles tp the exer 
oise of the power, if it were deemed expedient to 
exercise it; but it is only removing one of them. 
There are two other conditions which are insert¬ 
ed in this resolution : the first is the consent of 
the people of the District. 

Mr. President, the condition of the people of 
this District is anomalous—a condition in viola¬ 
tion of the great principle which lies at the bot¬ 
tom of our own free institutions, and of all free 
institutions, because it is the case of a people 
who are acted upon by legislative authority, 
and taxed by legislative authority, without hav¬ 
ing any voice in the administration of affairs. 
The Government of the United States, in re¬ 
spect to the people of this District, is a tyran¬ 
ny, an absolute Government—not exercised 
hitherto—1 admit, and I hope it will never 
be so exercised tyrannically or arbitrarily. But 
it is in the nature of all arbitrary power ; for 
if I were to give a definition of arbitrary au¬ 
thority, I would say it is that power which is 
exercised by an authority over a people who have 
no voice nor influence in the assembly which en¬ 
acts her laws ; and that is the precise condition of 
the people to whom I have referred. 

Well, sir, that being their condition, and this 
qucstio»of the abolition of slavery affecting them 
in all the relations of life which we can imagine— 
of property, society, comfort, peace—I think we 
should require, as another of the conditions upon 
which alone this power should be exercised, the 
consent of the people of the District of Columbia. 
And, Bir, I have not stopped'there. This resolu¬ 
tion requires still a third condition ; and that is, 
that slavery shall not be abolished within the Dis¬ 
trict of Columbia, although Maryland consents, 
and although the people of the District itself, 
without the third condition—that of making 
compensation to the owners of slaves within the 
District. And, sir, it is immaterial to me upon 
what basis this obligation to compensate the slave¬ 
holders in the District for such slaves as may be 
liberated under the authority of Congress, is pla- 
oed. There is a clause in an amendment of the 
Constitution of the United States whioh provides 
that uo,proprrt.y—no private, property—shall be 
taken fur public use, without just compensation to 
the owners of such property. Well, sir, t think 
that, in a just and liberal interpretation of that 
'clause, we are restrained from taking the proper¬ 
ty of the people of the District of Columbia in 
slaves, in consideration of any public policy, with¬ 
out full and complete compensation. But if there 
be no constitutional restriction, such as is con¬ 
tained in the amendment I have referred to, upon 
principles of eternal justice it is wrong to de¬ 
prive those who have property in slaves in this 
District of that property without compensation. 

Mr. President, if it be conceded that Congress 
has the power of legislation—exclusive legisla¬ 
tion, in all cases whatsoever—how can it be doubt¬ 
ed that Congress has the power to prohibit, what 
is called the slave trade within the District of 
Columbia? Sir, my interpretation of the Con¬ 
stitution is this': that with regard to all those 
portions of jurisdiction which operate upon the 
States, Congress can exercise no power which is 
not granted, or not a necessary implication from 
a granted power. Suoh is the rule for the action 
of Congress in relation to its legislation upon the 
States. But in relation to its legislation upon 
this District, the reverse, I take it, is the true 
rule: that Congress has all power which is not 
prohibited by some provision of the Constitution 
of the United States. In other words, Congress 
has a power within the District equivalent to 
and co-extensivc with the power which any State 
itself possesses within its own limits. Well, sir, 
can any one doubt the power and right of any 
State in this Union—of any Blaveholding State— 
to forbid the introduction, as merchandise, of 
slaves within its own limits? Why, sir, almost 
every slaveholding State in the Union has exerci¬ 
sed its power to prohibit the introduction of 
slaves as merchandise. It is in the Constitution 
of my own State; and after all the agitation and 
excitement upon the subject of slavery which has 
existed in the State of Kentucky during the last 
year, the same principle is incorporated in the 
new Constitution. It is in the Constitution, 1 
know, of Mississippi also. That State prohibits 
the introduction of. slaves within its limits as 
merchandise. I*believe it to be. in the Constitu¬ 
tion or laws of Maryland and Virginia, and in 
the laws of most of the slaveholding States. It 
is true that the policy of the several slaveholding 
States has vacillated, from time to time, upon 
this subject—sometimes including and sometimes 
excluding the trade; but there has never been 
the slightest diversity of opinion as to the right— 
no departure from the great principle that every 
one of them has the power and authority to pro¬ 
hibit the introduction of slavery within their re¬ 
spective limits, if they choose to exercise it. 

Well, then, sir, I really do not think 'that this 
resolution, which proposes to abolish that trade, 
ought to be considered as a .Mmcession by either 
class of States to the othef class'? 1 think it should 
be regarded as an object ac&ptable to both, con¬ 
formable to the wishes and feelings of both; and 
yet, sir, in these times of fearful and alarming 
excitement—in these times when every night that 
I go to sleep, and every morning when 1 awake, 
it is with the apprehension of some new and ter¬ 
rible tidings upon this agitating subject—I have 
seen, sir, that in one of the neighboring States, 
amongst the various contingencies which are enu¬ 
merated, upon the happening of any one of which, 
delegates are to be sent to a famous convention 
to assemble in Nashville, in June next—amongst 
the substantive causes for which delegates are to 
be sent to the Convention to which I refer, one is 
if Congress abolishes slavery within the District 
of Columbia. That is to be a cause for assem¬ 
bling in convention—in other words, cause for 
considering whether this Union ought to be dis¬ 
solved or not. Is it possible to contemplate a 
greater extent of wildness and extravagance to 


which men can be carried by the indulgence of 
their passions? Why, sir, there has bien no 
time in my public life—in which statement I con¬ 
cur with what was said the other day by the hon¬ 
orable Senator from Alabama, [Mr. King]—there 
has been no time of my public life- that I was not 
willing, for one, to cooperate in any steps for the 
abolition of the Blave trade in the District of Co¬ 
lumbia. I was willing to do so while the other 
portion of the District, south of the Potomac, re¬ 
mained attached; and there is still less ground 
for objection now that that large portion of the 
District has been retrooeded to Virginia, and 
when the motive or reason for concentrating 
slaves here in a depot, for the purpose of transport¬ 
ing them to distant foreign markets, is lessened 
to the extent of the diminution of the territory, 
by the act of retrocession. Why should the 
slave traders who buy their slaves in Maryland 
or Virginia, come here with them, in order to 
transport them to New Orleans or other Southern 
markets ? Why not transport them in the States 
in which they are purchased ? Why should the 
feelings of those who are outraged by the scenes 
that are exhibited, by the corteges which pass 
along our avenues, of manacled human beings— 
not collected in our own District, nor in our own 
neighborhood, but brought from distant portions 
of the neighboring States—why should the feel¬ 
ings of those who are outraged by such scepes— 
who are unable to contemplate such a spectacle 
without horror—why should they be thus outra¬ 
ged by the continuance of a trade so exception¬ 
able, so detestable as this ? Sir, it is a concession, 

I repeat, neither from one class of the States nor 
the other. It is an object upon which both of 
them, it seems to me, should readily unite, and 
which one set of States, as well as the other, should 
rejoice to adopt, inasmuch as it lessens, by one, the 
causes of irritation and discontent which exist as 
connected with this subject. . 

Abolish the slave trade within the District of 
Columbia, reassert the doctrine of the resolution 
of 1838, that by an implied obligation, on the 
part of Congress, slavery ought not to be abolished 
within the District of Columbia, so long as it re¬ 
mains irf the State of Maryland—reassert the 
principle of that resolution, and adopt the other 
measures proposed in these resolutions, or some 
other similar measures—for T am not attached to 
anything as the production of my own mind, and 
am quite willing to adopt, instead, the better sug¬ 
gestions of anybody else—adopt these or similar 
measures, and I venture to predict that, instead 
of the distractions and anxieties which now pre¬ 
vail, we shall have peace and quiet for thirty 
years hereafter, such as followed the disposition 
of the same exciting and unhappy subject after 
the Missouri Compromise. 

The next resolution, sir, is as follows : 

7. Resolved, That more effectual provision 
ought to be made by law, according to the require¬ 
ment of the Constitution, for the restitution and 
delivery of persons bound to servioe or labor in 
any State, who may escape into any other State or 
Territory of this Union. 

Well, Mr. President, upon this subject I go 
with him who goes furthest in the interpretation 
of that clause in the Constitution which relates 
to this subject. In my humble opinion, sir, that 
is a requirement by the Constitution of the Uni¬ 
ted States, which is not limited in its operation to 
the Congress of the United States; butwhich ex¬ 
tends to every State in the Union, and to the ef- 
ficers of every State in the Union. And I goone 
step further. It extends to every man in the 
Union, and devolves upon him the obligation to 
assist in therecovery of a fugitive slave from labor, 
who takes refuge in or escapes into one of the 
free States. And, sir, I maintain all this by a 
fair interpretation of the Constitution. The 
clause is as follows: 

“No person held to service or labor in one 
State, under the laws thereof, escaping into an¬ 
other, Bhall, in consequence of any law or regula¬ 
tion therein, be discharged from such service or 
labor, but shall be delivered up on claim of the 
party to whom such service or labor may be due ” 

It will be observed, Mr. President, that this 
clause in the Constitution is not amongst t he enu¬ 
merated powers granted to Congress—where, if it 
had been placed, it might have been argued that 
Congress alone can legislate and carry it into ef¬ 
fect—but it is one of the general powers, or one 
of the general rights secured by this Constitu¬ 
tion or instrument, and it addresses itself to all 
who are bound by the Constitution of the United 
States. Now, sir, the officers of the General Gov¬ 
ernment are bound to take an oath to support the 
Constitution of the United States. All State of¬ 
ficers are required by the Constitution to take an 
oath to support it, and all men who love their 
country, and are obedient to its laws, are bound 
to assist in the execution of these laws, whether 
fundamental or derivative. I do not say, sir, that 
a private individual is obliged to make the tour 
of his whole State, in order to assist the owner 
of a slave to recover his property ; but I do say, 
if he is present when the owner of a slave is 
about to assert his rights and regain possession of 
his property, that he, that every man present, 
whether officer or agent of the State Govern¬ 
ments, or private individual, is bound to assist in 
the execution of the laws of their country. What 
is the provision ? It is, that such fugitive “ shall 
be delivered up on claim of the party to whom 
such service or labor may be due.” I have al¬ 
ready remarked, in the course of debate upon the 
bill which is now pending upon this subject, that 
the terms used in regard to fugitives from crim¬ 
inal offences and fugitives frpm labor, are pre¬ 
cisely the same. The fugitive from justice is to 
be delivered up, and removed to the State having 
jurisdiction. The fugitive from labor is to be de 
Iivered up on claim of the party to whom such 
service is due. Well, sir, has it ever been con¬ 
tended, by any State, that she is not bound to sur¬ 
render a fugitive from justice, ppon the demand of 
the State from which he has fled ? I think there 
have been some exceptions to the performance 
of this duty enjoined in the Constitution, but 
they have not denied the general right; and if 
they have refused, in any instance, to give up the 
persons demanded, it has been upon some techni¬ 
cal or legal ground, not at all as questioning the 
general right to have the fugitive surrendered on 
the application to deliver him up, as enjoined by 
the Constitution. 

I think, Mr. President, that with regard to the 
object of this provision, there can be no doubt. 
It imposes an obligation upon-the States—free or 
slaveholding—it imposes an obligation upon the 
officers of Government, State or Federal—and I 
add, upon the people of the United States, under 
particular circumstances—to assist in the recov¬ 
ery and surrender of fugitive slaves from their 
masters. There has been some confusion, and I 
think, misconception, upon this subject, in conse¬ 
quence of a recent decision of the Supreme Court 
of the United States. 1 think that decision has 
been entirely misapprehended. There is a vast 
difference between imposing impediments, and af¬ 
fording facilities in the way of recovering the fu¬ 
gitive slave. The Supreme Court, of the United 
States have only decided that the laws of imped¬ 
iment are unconstitutional. I know, sir, there 
are some general expressions in the opinions to 
which I have referred—the case of Maryland and 
Pennsylvania—that would seem to import other¬ 
wise ; but I think that when you come attentively 
to read the whole opinions pronounced by the 
Judges, and take the trouble that I have taken 
to converse with the Judges themselves, you will 
find that the whole extent of the authority that 
they intended to adopt was, that any laws of im¬ 
pediment enacted by the States, were laws forbid¬ 
den by the provision of the Constitution to which 
I have referred, and that the General Govern¬ 
ment had no right to impose obligations upon the 
State officers that were not imposed by the au¬ 
thority of their own constitutional laws. Why, 
it is impossible! If the decision had been other¬ 
wise, it would have been extra-judicial. The 
Court has no right to decide whether the laws of 
facility were or were not unconstitutional. The 
only question before the Court wasupon the laws 
of impediment, passed by the Legislature of 
Pennsylvania. If they have gone beyond the 
case before them, to decide upon a case not before 
them, the decision is what lawyers call “ obiter 
dictum,' 1 ’ and is not binding upon that Court itself 
or upon any other tribunal. I say it is utterly 
impossible for that Court, with the case before 
them of the passage of a law by a State Legisla¬ 
ture, affording aid and assistance to the owner of 
the slave to get back his property again ; it is ut¬ 
terly impossible that that, or any other tribunal 
should pronounce the decision, that such aid and 
assistance rendered by the authorities of the State, 
under this provision of the Constitution of the 
United States, was unconstitutional and void. 
The Court has not said no ; and even if they had 
said so, they would have transcended their au¬ 
thority, and gone beyond the case which was be¬ 
fore them. 

Now, Mr. President, I think that the existing 
laws for the recovery of fugitive slaves, and the 
restoration and delivering of them to their owners, 
being often iuadequate and ineffective, it is in¬ 
cumbent upon Congress— (and I hope that hereaf¬ 
ter, when a better state of feeling,.when more har¬ 
mony and good will prevails among the various 
parts of this Confederacy—I hope it will be regard¬ 
ed by the free States themselves as a part of their 
duty)—to assist in allaying this subject, so irrita¬ 
ting and disturbing to the peace of this Union. 
At all events, whether they do it or not, it is our 
duty to do it. It is our duty to make the laws 
more effective ; and I will go with the furthest 
Senator from the South in this body, to make 
penal laws, to impose the heaviest sanctions upon 
the recovery of fugitive slaves, and the restora¬ 
tion of them to their owners. 

While upon this part of the subject, however, 
allow me to make one observation or two. I do 
not think that. States, as States, are to be held 
responsible for all the misconduct of particular 
individuals within those States. I think States 


are to be held responsible only when they act in 
their sovereign capacity. If there are a few per¬ 
sons indiscreet—mad, if you choose—fanatics, if 
you choose to call them so—who are for dissolv¬ 
ing this Union—(and we know there are some 
at. the North who are for dissolving it, in conse¬ 
quence of the connection which exists between 
the free and slaveholding States)—I do not think 
that any State ought to be held responsible for 
the doctrines which they propagate,, unless the 
State itself adopts those doctrines. 

The last resolution declares— 

8. Resolved, That Congress has no power to 
prohibit orjfctruct the trade in slaves be¬ 
tween the suJRiblding States; but that the ad¬ 
mission or exclusion of slaves brought from one 
into another of them, depends exclusively upon 
their own particular laws. 

This is a concession—not, I admit, of any real 
constitutional provision, but a concession of what 
is understood, I believe, by a great number at the 
North to be a constitutional provision—from the 
North to the South, if the resolution be adopted. 
Take away the decisions of the Supreme Court of 
the United States on that subject, and I know 
there is a great deal that might be said on both 
sides of the subject of the right of Congress to 
regulate the trade between the States. But I be¬ 
lieve the decision of the Supreme Court has been 
founded upon correct principies; and I hope it 
will forever put an end to the question whether 
Congress has or has not the power to regulate the 
slave trade between the different States. 

Such, Mr. President, is the series of resolutions 
which, with an earnest and anxious desire to pre¬ 
sent the olive branch to both parts of this dis¬ 
tracted and, at this moment, unhappy country, I 
thought it my duty to offer. 

Sir, while I was engaged in anxious considera¬ 
tion upon this subject, the idea of the Missouri 
Compromise, as it has been termed, came under 
my review, was considered by me, and finally re¬ 
jected, as in my judgment less worthy of the com¬ 
mon acceptance of both parties of this Union than 
the project which I qfler to your consideration. 

Mr. PresicTertf., before I enter into a particular 
examination, however, of that Missouri Compro¬ 
mise, I beg to be allowed to correct a great error, 
not merely in the Senate, but throughout the 
whole country, in respect to my agency in regard 
to the Missouri Compromise, or, rather, the line 
of 36° 3(f, established by the agency of Congress. 
I do not know, Mr. President, whether anything 
has excited more surprise in my mind as to the 
rapidity with which important, historical transac¬ 
tions are obliterated and pass out of the memory, 
than has the knowledge of the fact that I was 
everywhere considered the author of the line of 
36° 30', which was established upon the occasion 
of the admission of Missouri into the Union. 

Mr. President, it would take up too much time 
to go over the whole of that important era in the 
public affairs of this country. 1 shall not attempt 
it, although I have ample materials before me, 
derived from a careful and particular examination 
of the journals of both Houses. I will not occupy 
your time by going into any detailed account of 
the whole transaction, but I will content myself 
with stating that, so far from ftiy having presented 
as a proposition the line of 36° 30 , upon the occa¬ 
sion of considering whether Missouri ought to be 
admitted into the Union or not, it did not origi¬ 
nate in the House of which I was a member. It 
originated in this body. Those who will cast 
their recollection back—and I am sure the honor¬ 
able Senator from Missouri, more correctly per¬ 
haps than anybody else—must bring to recollec¬ 
tion the fact, that at the first Congress when the 
proposition was made to admit Missouri — or 
rather to permit her to hold a convention and to 
form a constitution, as preliminary to deciding 
whether she should be admitted into this Union— 
the bill failed by a disagreement between the two 
Houses; the House of Representatives insisting 
upon, and the Senate dissenting from, the provi¬ 
sion contained in the Ordinance of 1787; the 
House insisting upon the interdiction of Blavery, 
and the Senate rejecting the proposition for the 
interdiction of slavery. The bill failed. It did 
not pass at that session of CongresB. 

At the next session it was renewed; and, at the 
time of its renewal, Maine was knocking at our 
door, also, to be admitted into the Union. In the 
House there was a majority for a restriction of 
the admission of slavery; in the Senate a majority 
was opposed to any such restriction. In the Sen¬ 
ate, therefore, in order to carry through Missouri, 
a bill or provision for her admission, or rather 
authorizing her to determine the question of her 
admission, was coupled with the bill for the ad¬ 
mission of Maine. They were connected together, 
and the Senate said to the House, You want the 
bill for the admission of Maine passed ; you shall 
not have it, unless you take along with it the bill 
for the admission of Missouri also. There was a 
majority—not a very large one, but a very firm 
and decided majority—in the Senate for coupling 
them together. Well, sir, the bill went through 
all the usual stages of disagreement, and of com¬ 
mittees of conference; for there were two com¬ 
mittees of conference upon the occasion before the 
matter was finally settled. It was finally settled 
to disconnect the two bills ; to admit Maine sep¬ 
arately, without any connection with Missouri, 
and to insert in the Missouri bill a clause which 
was inserted in the Senate of the United States— 
a clause which was proposed by Mr. ThomaB, of 
Illinois, in the Senate, restricting the admission 
of slavery north of 36° 30', and leaving the ques¬ 
tion open south of 36° 30', either to admit or not 
to admit slavery. The bill was finally passed. 
The committee of conference of the two Houses 
recommended the detachment of the two bills, and 
the passage of the Missouri bill, with the clause 
of 36° 30' in it. So it passed. So it went to Mis¬ 
souri. So, for a moment, it quieted the country. 
But the clause of 36° 30', l repeat, you will find, 
sir, if you will take the trouble to look into the 
Journals, was, upon three or four different occa¬ 
sions, offered. Mr. Thomas, acting in every in¬ 
stance, presented the proposition of 36° 30'; and 
it was finally agreed to. But I take the occasion 
to say, that among those who agreed to that line 
were a majority of Southern members. My friend 
from Alabama, in.the Senate, [Mr. King,] Mr. 
Pinkney from Maryland, and a majority of the 
Southern Senators, in this body, voted in favor of 
the line of 36° 30'; and a majority of Southern 
members in the other House, at the head of whom 
was Mr. Lawrence himself, voted also for that 
line. I have no doubt that I did-also; but, as I was 
Speaker of the House, and as the journal does not 
show which way the Speaker votes, except in the 
cases of a tie, I am not able to tell, with certainty, 
how I actually did vote; but I have no earthly 
doubt that I voted, in common with my otl$p 
Southern friends, for the adoption of the line of 
36° 3®. 

So the matter ended in 1820. D uring that year 
Missouri held a Convention, adopted a Constitu¬ 
tion, sent her Constitution, by her members, to 
Congress, to be admitted into the Union ; but she 
had inadvertently inserted into that Constitution 
a provision to prevent the migration of free peo¬ 
ple of color into that State. She came here with 
the Constitution containing that provision ; and 
immediately Northern members took exception to 
it. The flame which had been repressed at the 
previous session, now burst out with redoubled 
force and violence throughout the whole Union. 
Legislative bodies all got in motion to keep Out 
Missouri from the Union, in consequence of her 
interdiction of the admission of free people of 
color within her limits. 

I did not arrive at Washington, at that session, 
until January ; and when I got here, I found both 
bodies completely paralyzed by the exoitement 
which had been produced in the struggle to ad¬ 
mit or exclude Missouri from the Union, in con¬ 
sequence of that prohibition. Well, sir, I made 
an effort, first, in the House of Representatives, 
to settle it. I asked for a Committee of thirteen, 
and a Committee of thirteen was granted tome, 
representing all the old States of the Uuion. 
That committee met. I presented to that Com¬ 
mittee a resolution, which was adopted by it and 
reported to tho House, not unlike the one to 
which I will presently call the attention of the 
Senate. We should have carried it through the 
House but for the votes of Mr. Randolph of 
Virginia, Mr. Edwards of North Carolina, and 
Mr. Burton of North Carolina—two, I think, of 
the three no longer living. Those three South¬ 
ern votes were all cast against the compromise 
proposed to the Committee of thirteen by myself, 
as Chairman of that Committee, and they defeat¬ 
ed it. 

In that manner things held for several days. 
The greatest anxiety prevailed. The country 
was unsettled ; men were unhappy. There was 
a large majority in the House then—as I hope 
and trust there is now a large majority in Con¬ 
gress—in favor of the equitable accommodation 
and settlement of the question. I could have any 
collateral question passed which I pleased, except 
that when it came to the vote by ayes and noes, 
nnfortunatel ysjn ore unfortunately then than 
now, I hope, ^ Id there be occasion for it—there 
were but few cMitiuses and Leonidases, ready to 
risk themselves for the safety and honor of the 
country. But I endeavored to avail myself, as 
much as I could, of the good feeling that prevail¬ 
ed; and after some days had elapsed, I brought 
forward another proposition, and a new one, per¬ 
fectly unpracticed upon in the country, before or 
since, so far as 1 know. I proposed a joint com¬ 
mittee of the two Houses; that of the House con¬ 
sisted of 23 members ; that of the Senate of—I do 
not recollect precisely how many, but of a proper 
number, to. meet the committee of the House; 
and that this committee be appointed by ballot. 
At that time Mr. Taylor of New York was in 
the chair, and Mr. Taylor had been the very man 
who had firdt proposed the restriction upon Mis¬ 
souri, that she should only be admitted under the 
provisions of the Ordinance of 1787. I pro¬ 
posed, therefore, that the committee should bi 
chosen by ballot. Well, sir, my motion was car¬ 


ried by a large majority, and members came to 
me from all quarters of the House, asking—Who, 
Mr. Clay, do you want to serve with you upon 
that committee? 1 venture to say that there 
happened upon that occasion what would hardly 
happen again; eighteen of the twenty-three were 
eleoted upon the first ballot, and of the remain¬ 
ing five, having the largest number of votes, but 
not a majority, they were the five upon my list. 

I moved to dispense with further balloting, and 
to take those five gentlemen who had received the 
greatest number of votes, with the eighteen ac¬ 
tually elected, to compose the committee of twen 
ty-three. One or two gentlemen—Mr. Liver¬ 
more of New Hampshire, and one or two other 
gentlemen, declined, and very much to roy regret, 
and somewhat to my annoyance, the lamented Mr. 
Randolph and one other gentleman were placed in 
their situation. 1 forget whether that was done by 
ballot or by the Speaker. The Senate immedi¬ 
ately agreed to the proposition, and appointed its 
committee. 

We met. It was in this Hall, upon the Sab¬ 
bath day, within two or three days of the close 
of the session, when the whole nation was listen¬ 
ing with breathless anxiety for some final and 
healing measure upon that distracting subject. 
We met here, and upon that day. The moment 
we met, Mr. Randolph made a suggestion which 
I knew would be attended with the greatest em¬ 
barrassment and difficulty. He contended that 
when the two committees of the two Houses met 
together, the chairman of the committee of the 
House, who was myself, had a right to preside. He 
was about insisting at some length upon that propo¬ 
sition, that the chairman of the committee of the 
House should preside over both committees when 
blended together—should be the presiding officer 
of both. I instantly opposed, however, this plan, 
and stated that I did not consider this the proper 
mode, but I thought that the chairman of the 
committee of each House should preside over his 
own committee; aad when the committee of either 
branch had adopted a proposition, it should be 
submitted to the committee of the other branch; 
and if they also agreed to it, then it should be 
reported back to the two Houses with the recom¬ 
mendation of both committees. That mode was 
agreed upon, and Mr. Holmes, I think it was, from 
Maine, presided over the committee of the Senate. 

I—if I could be said to preside at all, when I took 
a more active part in the chair than I could have 
well taken out of it; and when, as at this session, 

I was thought to. manifest a desire rather to take 
too much lead—presided over the committee of 
the House. I brought forward the proposition 
which I will read presently, and I appealed to 
the members of the oommittee, if I may use the 
expression. Now, gentlemen, said 1, we do not 
want a proposition carried here by a small major¬ 
ity, thereupon voted to the House, and rejected. 
I am for something practical, something conclu¬ 
sive, something decisive upon the question. How 
will you vote, Mr. A.? How will you vote, Mr. 
B.? How will you vote, Mr. C.? I appealed 
in that way to the gentlemen of the North. To 
my very great happiness, a sufficient number of 
them responded affirmatively to my question 
whether they would vote for this proposition, to 
enable me to be confident that, if they continued 
to vote in that way—of which I had not a parti- 
ole of doubt—in the House we should carry the 
proposition. Accordingly, that proposition hav¬ 
ing been agreed upon by both committees, was 
reported by us to our respective Houses, where 
it was finally adopted. 

Now, sir, I want to call your attention to this 
period of our history, and to the transactions 
during the progress of this discussion in Con¬ 
gress. During the discussions in the House,, 
from day to day and from night to night—for they 
frequently ran into the night—we, who were for 
admitting Missouri into the Union, said to our 
brethren from the North—Why, gentlemen, if 
there be any provision in that Constitution of 
Missouri which is repugnant to the Constitution 
of the United States, it is a nullity. The Con¬ 
stitution of the United States, by virtue of its 
own operation, vindicates itself. There is not a 
tribunal upon earth, if the question should be 
brought before them, but would pronounce the 
Constitution of the United States paramount, and 
must pronounce as invalid any repugnant provi¬ 
sion in the Constitution of Missouri. Sir, that 
argument was turned and twisted, and used in 
every possible variety of form, but all was in vain. 
An inflexible majority stuck out to the last 
against the admission of Missouri, until the reso¬ 
lution was offered and passed. 

Mr. Underwood, at the request of Mr. Clay, 
read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolution providing for the admission of the State of Mis¬ 
souri into the Union on a certain condition. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Represent¬ 
atives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That Missouri shall be admitted'into 
this Union on an equal footing with the original 
States, in all respects whatever, upon the funda¬ 
mental condition, that the fourth olause of the 
twenty-sixth section of the third article of the 
Constitution, submitted on the part of said State 
to Congress, shall never be construed to author¬ 
ize the passage of any law, and that no law shall 
be passed, in conformity thereto, by which any 
citizen, of either of the States in this Union, shall 
be excluded from the enjoyment of any of the 
privileges and immunities to which suoh citizen is 
entitled under the Constitution of the United 
States: Provided, That the Legislature of the said 
State, by a solemn public act, shall declare the 
assent of the said State to the said fundamental 
condition, and shall transmit to the President of 
the United States, on or before the fourth Mon¬ 
day in November next, an authentic copy of the 
said act; upon the receipt whereof, the President 
by proclamation shall announoe the fact; where¬ 
upon, and without any further proceeding on the 
part of Congress, the admission of the said State 
into this Union shall be considered as complete. 

[Approved, March 2,1821.] 

Mr. Clay resumed. There is the resolution, 
sir, and you see it is precisely as I stated.' After 
all this excitement throughout the country had 
reached to such an alarming point that the Union 
itself was supposed to be in the most imminent 
peril and danger, all parties were satisfied with 
a declaration of an incontestable principle of con¬ 
stitutional law, that when the Constitution of a 
State is violative in its provisions of the Consti¬ 
tution of the United States, the Constitution of 
the United States is to be paramount, and the Con¬ 
stitution of the State in that particular.is a nullity 
and void. That was all. They wanted some¬ 
thing for a justification of the course which they 
took. There is a great deal of language there of 
a high-sounding character—it shall be a funda¬ 
mental act—it shall be a solemn and an authen¬ 
tic act—but at last, when you come to strip it of 
all its verbiage, it is nothing more than the prin¬ 
ciple I have announced of the paramount char¬ 
acter of the Constitution of the United States 
over any local Constitution of any one of the 
States of this Union. 

Now, sir, when I came to consider the subject, 
and to compare the provisions of the line of 36° 
39' the Missouri compromise line—with the plan 
which I have proposed for the accommodation of 
this question, said I to myself, if I offer the line 
of 3fi° 30' to interdict the question of slavery 
north of it, and to leave it unsettled and open 
south of it, I offer that which is illusory to the 
South—I offer that which will deoeive them, if 
they suppose that slavery will be received south 
of that line. It is better for them—I Said to my¬ 
self—it is better for the South that there should 
be non-action as to slavery, both north and south 
of the line—far better that there should be non¬ 
action both sides of the line than that there should 
be action by the interdiction on the one side, 
without action for the admission upon the other 
side of the line. Is it not so? What is there 
gained by the South if the Missouri line is extend¬ 
ed to the Pacific, with the interdiction of slavery 
north of it? Why, sir, the very argument which 
has been most often and most seriously urged by 
the South has been this: we do not want Congress 
to legislate upon the subject of slavery at all; you 
ought not to touch it. You have no power over 
it. I do not concur, as is well known from what I 
have said upon that question, in this view of the 
subject; but that is the Southern argument. We 
do not want you, say they, to legislate upon the 
subjeot of slavery. But if you adopt the Missouri 
line, and thus interdict slavery north of that line, 
you do legislate upon the subject of slavery, and 
you legislate for its restriction, without a corres¬ 
ponding equivalent of legislation south of that 
line for is admission ; for I insist that if there be 
legislation interdicting slavery north of the line, 
then the principles of equality would require that 
there should be legislation admitting slavery south 
of the line. 

Sir, I have said that I never could vote for it 
myself, and I repeat that I never oan, and never 
will vote, and no earthly power will ever make me 
vote, to spread slavery over territory where it 
does not exist. Still, if there be a majority who 
are for interdicitng slavery north of the line, 
there ought to be a majority, if justice is done to 
the South, to admit slavery south of the line. 
And if there be a majority to accomplish both of 
these purposes, although I cannot concur in their 
action, I shall be one of the last to create any 
disturbance; I shall be one of the first to ac¬ 
quiesce in that legislation, although it is contrary 
to my own judgment and to my own conscience. 

Sir, this Union is threatened with subversion. 
I wanted, Mr. President, to take a very rapid 
glance at the course of public measures in this 
Union presently. I wanted, however, before I 
did that, to ask the Senate to look back upon the 
career which this country has run, from the adop¬ 
tion of the Constitution down to the present day. 
Was there ever a nation upon which the sun of 
Heaven has shone, which has exhibited so much 
of prosperity as our own ? 

[see seoond paoe ] 
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